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National EducationPolicy 2020

Introduction

Educationis fundamentalfor achievingfull human potential, developingan equitable and just

society,and promotingnationaldevelopmentProviding universalaccesdo quality educationis the

key to India®s continuedascent,and leadershipon the global stagein termsof economicgrowth,

social justice and equality, scientific advancementnational integration,and cultural preservation.
Universal high-quality educationis the best way forward for devdoping and maximizing our

country'srich talentsandresourcedor the good of the individual, the society,the country,andthe

world. Indiawill havethe highestpopulationof youngpeoplein the world overthe nextdecadeand

our ability to provide high-quality educationabpportunitiesto themwill detemine the future of our

country.

The global educationdevelopmentgendareflectedin the Goal 4 (SDG4) of the 2030 Agendafor
Sustainabl®evelopmentadoptedy Indiain 2015- seekgo fiensurenclusve andequitablequality
educationrandpromotelifelong learningopportunitiesfor a | By 8030.Sucha lofty goalwill require
the entireeducatiorsystemto be reconfiguredo supportandfosterlearning,sothatall of thecritical
targetsandgoals(SDGs) of the 2030Agendafor Sustainablé®evelopmentanbeachieved.

Theworld is undergoingrapid changesn the knowledgelandscapeWith variousdramaticscientific
andtechnologicabdvancessuchastherise of big data,machinelearning,andartificial intelligence,
many unskilled jobs worldwide may be taken over by machines,while the needfor a skilled
workforce, particularly involving mathematicscomputerscience,and datascience,in conjunction
with multidisciplinary abilities across the scienes, social sciences,and humanities, will be
increasinglyin greaterdemand.With climate change,increasingpollution, and depleting natural
resourcesthere will be a sizeableshift in how we meet the world& energy, water, food, and
sanitationmneedsagain resultingin the needfor newskilled labour,particularlyin biology, chemistry,
physics,agriculture,climate science,and social science.The growing emergencef epidemicsand
pandemicswill also call for collaborative researchin infectious diseag managementand
developmentof vaccinesand the resultantsocial issuesheightensthe needfor multidisciplinary
learning.Therewill bea growingdemandor humanitiesandart, asIndia movestowardsbecominga
developedcountryaswell asamongthethree largesteconomiesn theworld.

Indeed with the quickly changingemploymentlandscapeand global ecosystem|jt is becoming
increasinglycritical that childrennot only learn but moreimportantlylearnhow to learn.Education
thus mustmove towardsless content,and more towardslearningabaut how to think critically and
solveproblemshowto becreativeandmultidisciplinary,andhowto innovate adapt,andabsorbnew
materialin novel and changingfields. Pedagogymust evolve to make educationmore experiential,
holistic, integrated,inquiry-driven, discoveryoriented, learnercentred, discussiorbased,flexible,
and, of course,enjoyable.The curriculum mustinclude basicarts, crafts, humanities games sports
and fitness, languagesliterature, culture, and values,in addition to scienceand mathematicsto
developall aspectsaand capabilitiesof learnes; and makeeducationmore well-rounded,useful,and
fulfilling to the learner. Educationmust build character,enablelearnersto be ethical, rational,
compassionat@ndcaring,while atthe sametime prepareghemfor gainful, fulfilling employment.

Thegapbetweerthe currentstateof learningoutcomesandwhatis requiredmustbe bridgedthrough
undertakingmajor reformsthat bring the highestqudity, equity, andintegrity into the sygem, from
early childhoodcareandeducatiorthroughhighereducation.

Theaim mustbefor Indiato havean educatiorsystemby 2040thatis secondo none,with equitable
accesgo the highestquality educatiorfor all learnergegardlessf socialor economidbackground.

This National EducationPolicy 2020 is the first educationpolicy of the 21% century and aims to
addressthe many growing developmentalimperativesof our country This Policy proposesthe
revision and revamping of all aspectsof the educationstructure,including its regulation and
governanceto createa new systemthat is aligned with the aspirationalgoals of 21% century
educationjncluding SDG4, while building upon Indiads traditionsand value systemsThe National
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EducationPolicy lays particular emphasison the developmentof the creative potential of each
individual. It is basedon the principle that educationmust developnot only cognitive capacities-
both the f@undationalcapacitiestf literacy and numeracyand dhigherorded cognitive capacities
suchascritical thinking andproblemsolvingi but alsosocial, ethical,andemotionalcapacitiesand
dispositions

Therich heritageof ancientand eternallndian knowledgeand thoughthas beena guiding light for
this Policy. The pursuit of knowledge (Jnar), wisdom (Pragyag), and truth (Satya) was always
consideredn Indian thoughtand philosophyas the highesthumangoal. The aim of educationin
arcient India was not just the acquisition of knowledgeas preparatiorfor life in this world, or life
beyondschooling,but for the completerealizationandliberationof the self. World-classinstitutions
of ancientIndia such as TakshashilaNalanda,Vikranshila, Vallabhi, setthe higheststanards of
multidisciplinary teachingand researchand hostedscholarsand studentsfrom acrossbackgrounds
and countries. The Indian educationsystem producedgreat scholarssuch as Charaka,Susruta,
Aryabhata,Varahamihira, BhaskaracharyaBrahmaguptaChanakya, ChakrapaniDatta, Madhava,
Panini, Patanjali, Nagarjuna,Gautama, Pingala, Sankardey Maitreyi, Gargi and Thiruvalluvar,
amongnumerousothers,who madeseminalcontributionsto world knowledgein diversefields such
asmathematicsastronomymetdlurgy, medicalscienceandsurgery,civil engineeringarchitecture,
shipbuildingandnavigation,yoga,fine arts,chessandmore.Indian cultureandphilosophyhavehad
a stronginfluenceon theworld. Theserich legaciesto world heritagemustnot only be nurturedand
preservedor posterity but also researchedenhancedand put to new usesthrough our education
system.

The teachermust be at the centreof the fundamentalreformsin the educationsysem. The new
educationpolicy must help re-establif teachersat all levels, as the most respectedand essential
membersof our society, becausethey truly shapeour next generationof citizens. It must do

everythingto empowerteachersand help themto do their job as effectively as possible.The new
edwcation policy musthelp recruitthe very bestandbrightestto enterthe teachingprofessionat all

levels, by ensuringlivelihood, respect,dignity, and autonomy,while also instilling in the system
basicmethodsof quality controlandaccountability.

The new educationpolicy must provide to all students,rrespectiveof their place of residencea
guality educationsystem,with particular focus on historically marginalized disadvantagedand
underrepresdad groups.Educationis a greatlevelerandis the besttool for achievingeconomicand
socialmobility, inclusion,and equality. Initiatives mustbe in placeto ensurethat all studentsfrom
suchgroups,despiteinherentobstaclesareprovidedvarioustargetedopportunitieso enterandexcel
in the educationalsystem.

Theseelementanustbe incorporatedaking into accountthe local and global needsof the country,
andwith arespecfor anddeferenceo its rich diversityandculture.Instilling knowledgeof Indiaand
its varied social, cultural, and technologicalneedsijts inimitable artistic, language and knowledge
traditions,andits strongethicsin Indias youngpeopleis considerectritical for purposeof national
pride, self-confidence self-knowledge cooperationandintegration

PreviousPolicies

The implementationof previouspolicies on educationhasfocusedlargely on issuesof accessand
equity. The unfinishedagendaof the National Policy on Education1986, modified in 1992 (NPE
1986/92),is appropriatelydealt with in this Policy. A major developmentincethe last Policy of
1986/92has beenthe Right of Childrento Free and CompulsoryEducationAct 2009 which laid
downlegalunderpinninggor achievinguniversalelementaryeducation.

Principles of this Policy

The purposeof the educaibn systemis to developgood humanbeingscapableof rational thought
and action, possessingcompassionand empathy, courage and resilience, scientific temper and
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creative imagination, with sound ethical moorings and values. It aims at producing engaged,
productive, and contributing citizens for building an equitable,inclusive, and plural society as
envisagedy our Constitution.

A good educationinstitution is onein which every studentfeels welcomedand caredfor, wherea
safe and stimulating learnirg environmentexists, where a wide rangeof learning experiencesre
offered,andwheregood physicalinfrastructureand appropriateresourcesonduciveto learningare
availableto all studentsAttaining thesequalitiesmustbe the goal of every educatimal institution

However, at the sametime, there must also be seamlessintegration and coordination across
institutionsandacrossall stagesf education.

The fundamentalprinciples that will guide both the educationsystemat large, as well as the
individual institutionswithin it are:

1 recognizing identifying, and fostering the unique capabilities of each student, by
sensitizingteachersaswell asparentso promoteeachstudends holistic developmentn both
academi@andnon-academicpheres

1 according the highestpriority to achieving Foundational Literacy and Numeracy by all
studentdy Grades;

1 flexibility , sothatlearnershavethe ability to choosetheir learningtrajectoriesandprogrammes,
andtherebychooseheir own pathsin life accordingto their talentsandinterests;

T no hard separations between arts and sciences,between curricular and extracurricular
activities, between vocational and academic streams, etc. in order to eliminate harmful
hierarchiesamong,andsilos betweerdifferentarea of learning

1 multidisciplinarity and a holistic education across the sciences,social sciences,arts,

humanitiesandsportsfor a multidisciplinaryworld in orderto ensurethe unity andintegrity

of all knowledge;

emphasison conceptualunderstanding ratherthanrotelearningandlearningfor-exams

creativity and critical thinking to encouragédogical decisioamakingandinnovation

ethics and human & Constitutional values like empathy,respectfor others, cleanliness,

courtesy,democraticspirit, spirit of service, respectfor public property, scientific temper,

liberty, responsibility pluralism,equality,andjustice

promoting multilingualism and the power of languagein teachingandlearning;

life skills suchascommunicationgcooperationteamwok, andresilience

focuson regular formative asessmentfor learning ratherthanthe summativeassessmenhat

encouragetoday®s coachingculture; 6

1 extensiveuse of technologyin teachingand learning,removinglanguagebarriers,increasing
accessor Divyangstudentsandeducationaplanningandmanagement;

T respectfor diversity andrespectfor the local contextin all curriculum,pedagogyandpolicy,
alwayskeepingin mind thateducationis a concurrensubject;

1 full equity and inclusion as the cornerstoneof all educationaldecisons to ensurethat all
studentsareableto thrive in theeducatiorsystem;

1 synergyin curriculum acrossall levels of education from early childhoodcareand
educatiorto schooleducatiorto highereducation;

9 teachersand faculty as the heart of the learning processi their recruitment,continuous
professionatievelopmentpositiveworking environmentandserviceconditions;

E ]

= =a -

1 adight but tight6 regulatory framework to ensureintegrity, transparency, and resource
efficiency of the educationalsystemthrough audit and public disclosurewhile encouraging
innovationandout-of-the-box ideasthroughautonomy, good governance,and empowerment
outstanding researchasa corequisitefor outstandingeducatioranddevelopment;

continuous review of progressbasedon sustainedresearchand regular assessmenby
educationaexperts;
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1 a rootednessand pride in India, and its rich, diverse, ancientand modern culture and
knowledgesystemsandtraditions

1 educationis a public service; accesgo quality educatiormustbe considereda basicright of
everychild,;

9 substantial investment in a strong, vibrant public education system as well as the
encouragem# andfacilitation of true philanthropicprivateandcommunityparticipation.

The Vision of this Policy

This National EducationPolicy envisionsan educationsystemrootedin Indian ethosthat contributes
directly to transformingindia, thatis Bharat, sustainablyinto an equitableand vibrant knowledge
society,by providing high-quaity educatiorto all, and therebymakingIndia a globalknowledge
superpowerThe Policy envisageshatthe curriculumandpedagogyof our institutionsmust
developamongthe studentsa deepsenseof respecttowardsthe FundamentaDuties and
Constitution& values,bondingwith oneds country,anda consciousawarenessf ones roles
and responsibilitiesin a changingworld. The vision of the Policy is to instill amongthe
learnersa deeprootedpride in beingIndian, not only in thought,but alsoin spirit, intellect,
and deeds,as well asto developknowledge,skills, values,and dispositionsthat support
responsiblecommitmentto humanrights, sustainabledevelopmentand living, and global
well-being,therebyreflectingatruly globalcitizen.

Part I. SCHOOL EDUCATION
This policy envisageshatthe extant10+2 structurein schooleducatiorwill be modified with a new
pedagogicaland curricular restructuring of 5+3+3+4 covering ages 3-18 as shown in the
representativigure andelaboratedn detaillaterunderChapter.

Previous academic structure New Pedagogical & Curricular ~ Structure

@
2 4 g
(Ages16-18) (Class 9 to 12) S
(Ages14-18) <
=
3 &
(Class 6 to 8) )

(Ages 11-14) ==
R
10 . -‘é
(Ages 6-16) (Class 3 to 5) 3
(Ages 8-11) <
n
2 years e
(Class 1 & 2) >
(Ages 6-8) s
...... eééé . . =,
3 years g
(Anganwadi/ pre - [}

school/Balvatika)

(Ages 3-6)



National EducationPolicy 2020

Currently, childrenin the agegroupof 3-6 arenot coveredin the 10+2 structureas Classl beginsat
ageb6. In the new 5+3+3+4structure,a strongbaseof Early ChildhoodCareand Education(ECCE)
from age3 is alsoincluded,which is aimedat promotingbetteroverall learning,developmentand
well-being.

1. Early Childhood Care and Education: The Foundation of Learning

1.1. Over 85% of a childé cumulativebrain developmenbccursprior to the ageof 6, indicatingthe
critical importanceof appropriatecare and stimulation of the brain in the early yearsin order to
ensurehealthybrain developmentnd growth. Presently quality ECCE is not availableto croresof
young children, particularly children from sodo-economicallydisadvantagedackgrounds.Strong
investmentin ECCE has the potentialto give all young children such access.enablingthem to
participateand flourish in the educationalsystemthroughouttheir lives. Universal provisioning of
quality eaty childhooddevelopmentcare,andeducationmustthusbe achievedassoonaspossible,
andno laterthan2030,to ensurehatall studententeringGradel areschoolready.

1.2. ECCE ideally consistsof flexible, multi-faceted, multi-level, play-based,activity-based,and
inquiry-baed learning comprisingof alphabets)anguagesnumbers,counting, colours, shapes,
indoor andoutdoorplay, puzzlesandlogical thinking, problemsolving, drawing, paintingand other
visual art, craft, dramaand puppetry,music and movement.lt alsoincludesa focuson developing
social capacities,sensitivity, good behaviour, courtesy, ethics, personaland public cleanliness,
teamwork,and cooperation.The overall aim of ECCE will be to attain optimal outcomesin the
domahs of: physical and motor devebpment, cognitive development,socioemotionalethical
development,cultural/artistic development,and the developmentof communicationand early
languageliteracy,andnumeracy.

1.3. A National Curricular and PedagogicaFrameworkfor Early Childhood Car and Education
(NCPFECCE) for childrenup to the ageof 8 will be developedoy NCERT in two parts,namely,a
subframeworkfor 0-3 yearolds, and a subframeworkfor 3-8 yearolds, aligned with the above
guidelines, the latestresearcton ECCE, and nationalandinternationalbestpracticesIn particular,
the numerousich local traditionsof India developedover millenniain ECCEinvolving art, stories,
poetry, games songs,and more, will also be suitably incorporated.The frameworkwill serveasa
guidebothfor parentsandfor early childhoodcareandeducatiorinstitutions.

1.4. The overarchinggoalwill beto ensureuniversalaccesgo high-quality ECCEacrosshe country
in a phasedmanner.Specialattentionand priority will be given to districts and locationsthat are
particularly sociceconomically disadvantagedECCE shall be delivered through a significantly
expandedand strengthenedystemof early-childhoodeducationinstitutions consistingof (a) stand
alone Anganwadis; (b) Anganwadis co-located with primary schools; (c) preprimary
schools/sectionsoveringat leastage5 to 6 yearsco-locatedwith existing primary schools;and (d)
standalone pre-schools - all of which would recruit workers/teacherspecially trained in the
curriculumandpedagogyf ECCE.

1.5. For universal accessto ECCE Anganwadi Centreswill be strengthenedwith high-quality
infrastructure play equipmentandwell-trainedAnganwadiworkers/teacherg&very Anganwadiwill
havea well-ventilaed, well-designedgchild-friendly andwell-constructedouilding with an enriched
learningenvironmentChildrenin AnganwadiCentresshall take activity-filled tours- andmeetthe
teachersaand studentsof their local primary schools in orderto makethe transitionfrom Anganwadi
Centresto primary schools a smooth one. Anganwadis shall be fully integratedinto school
complexes/clustersand Anganwadi children, parents,and teacherswill be invited to attendand
participatein school/schootomplexprogranmesandvice versa.

1.6.1t is envisagedhat prior to the ageof 5 everychild will moveto afiPreparatoryC| a s s 0
orfiBa |l a v éhatiskefareClassl), which hasan ECCEqualifiedteacher.Thelearning
in the PreparatoryClass shall be basedprimaiily on play-basedlearning with a focus on
developingcognitive,affective,andpsychomotombilities andearly literacy andnumeracy The mid-
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day meal programmeshall also be extendedo the PreparatoryClas®sin primary schoos. Health
checkups and growth monitoring that are availablein the Anganwadisystemshall also be made
availableto PreparatonClassstudentf Anganwadiaswell asof primaryschools

1.7. To preparean initial cadreof high-quality ECCE teacherdn AnganwadiscurrentAnganwadi
workers/teacherswill be trained through a systematic effort in accordance with the
curricular/pedagogicalframework developed by NCERT. Anganwadi workers/teacherswith

gualificationsof 10+2andaboveshallbe givena 6-monthcertificateprogrammeén ECCE; andthose
with lower educationalqualificationsshall be given a oneyear diploma programmecoveringearly
literacy, numeracy,and other relevantaspectsof ECCE. Theseprogrammesmay be run through
digital/distancemode using DTH channelsas well as smartphones.allowing teachersto acquire
ECCEqualificationswith minimal disruptionto their currentwork. The ECCEtraining of Anganwadi
workers/teacherswill be mentoredby the Cluster ResourceCentres of the School Education
Departmentwhich shall hold at leastone monthly contactclassfor continuousassessmentn the

longerterm, State Governmentshall preparecadresof professionallyqualified educatordor early
childhood care and education through stagespecific professionatltraining, mentoringmechanisms,
andcareemapping.Necessaryacilities will alsobe createdor theinitial professionapreparatiorof

theseeducatorandtheir ContinuousProfessionaDevelopmen{CPD).

1.8. ECCEwill alsobeintroducedin Ashramshalan tribal-dominatedareasandin all formatsof
alternativeschoolingin a phasednannerThe procesdor integrationandimplementatiorof ECCE
in Ashramshalaandalternativeschoolingwill besimilar to thatdetailedabove.

1.9. The responsibility for ECCE curriculum and pedagogywill lie with MHRD to ensureits
continuity from pre-primary school through primary school, and to ensuredue attentionto the
foundationalaspectsof education.The planning and implementationof early childhood care and
educationcurriculum will be carried out jointly by the Ministries of HRD, Women ard Child
Development(WCD), Health and Family Welfare (HFW), and Tribal Affairs. A specialjoint task
force will be constitutedfor continuousguidanceof the smoothintegrationof early childhoodcare
andeducatiorinto schooleducation

2. Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: An Urgent & NecessaryPrerequisite to Learning

2.1. The ability to read and write, and perform basic operationswith numbers,is a necessary
foundationandanindispensabl@rerequisitefor all future schoolingandlifelong learning.However,
various governmental,as well as nongovernmentalsurveys,indicate that we are currently in a
learningcrisis: a large proportionof studentscurrentlyin elementaryschool- estimatedo be over5
crorein number- havenot attainedfoundationalliteracy and numeracyj.e., the ability to readand
comprehendbasic text and the ability to carry out basic addition and subtractionwith Indian
numerals.

2.2. Attaining foundationalliteracy and numeracyfor all childrenwill thus becomean urgent
nationalmission,with immediatemeasureso be takenon manyfronts andwith cleargoalsthat
will be attainedin the shortterm (including that every studentwill attainfoundationalliteracy
and numeacy by Grade 3). The highestpriority of the educationsystemwill be to achieve
universalfoundationalliteracy andnumeracyin primary schoolby 2025. The restof this Policy
will becomerelevantfor our studentsonly if this mostbasiclearningrequiranent(i.e., reading,
writing, and arithmetic at the foundationallevel) is first achieved.To this end, a National
Mission on FoundationalLiteracy and Numeracywill be set up by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD) on priority. Accordingly, al State/UT governmentswill
immediately prepare an implementationplan for attaining universal foundational literacy and
numeracyin all primary schoolsjdentifying stagewise targetsandgoalsto be achievedoy 2025, and
closel trackingandmonitoringprogresof thesame.

2.3. First, teachervacancieswill be filled at the earliest in a time-boundmanner- especiallyin
disadvantagedreasand areaswith large pupil-to-teacherratios or high ratesof illiteracy. Special
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attertion will be givento empbying local teachersor thosewith familiarity with local languagesA
pupil-teacheratio (PTR) of under30:1will beensuredatthelevel of eachschool;areashavinglarge
numbersof sociceconomicallydisadvantagedtudentswill aim for a PTR of under25:1. Teachers
will betrained,encouragedand supported with continuousprofessionaldevelopment- to impart
foundationaliteracyandnumeracy.

2.4.0nthecurricularside,therewill be anincreasedocuson foundationaliteracy andnumeracy
ard generally, on reading, writing, speaking,counting, arithmetic, and mathematicalthinking -
throughoutthe preparatoryand middle school curriculum, with a robust system of continuous
formative/adaptiveassessmernb track andtherebyindividualize and ensureeachstudent'dearning.
Specifichoursdaily - andregulareventsover the yearon activitiesinvolving thesesubjectswill be
dedicatedo encouragendenthusestudents Teachereducatiorandthe early gradecurriculumwill
beredesignedo havearenewedemphasi®n foundationaliteracyandnumeracy.

2.5. Currently, with the lack of universalaccestso ECCE,alargeproportionof childrenalreadyfall
behindwithin the first few weeksof Gradel. Thus,to ensurethatall studentsare schoolread, an
interim 3-month play-basedd&chool preparationmoduléd for all Grade 1 students,consistingof
activities and workbooks aroundthe learning of alphabets,sounds,words, caours, shapes,and
numbers,and involving collaborationswith peersand parens, will be developedby NCERT and
SCERTSs.

2.6. A nationalrepositoryof high-quality resourceson foundationalliteracy and numeracywill be
made available on the Digital Infrastructurefor Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA). Technological
interventionsto serveas aidsto teachersand to help bridge any languagebarriersthat may exist
betweeneacherandstudentswill be pilotedandimplemented

2.7. Due to the scaleof the currentlearningcrisis, all viable methodswill be exploredto support
teachersn the missionof attaininguniversalfoundationaliteracy andnumeracy Studiesaroundthe
world showoneon-one peertutoring to be extremelyeffecive for learningnot just for the learner,
but alsofor thetutor. Thus,peertutoring canbetakenup asa voluntary andjoyful activity for fellow
studentsunder the supervisionof trained teachersand by taking due care of safety aspects.
Additionally, it will alsobe madefar easierfor trainedvolunteers- from both the local community
and beyond- to participat in this largescalemission. Every literate memberof the community
could commit to teachingone student/persomow to read,it would changethe country3 landscape
very quickly. Statesmay considerestablishinginnovative modelsto foster such peertutoring and
volunteer activities, as well as launch other programmeso supportlearners in this nationwide
missionto promotefoundationaliteracyandnumeracy.

2.8.Enjoyableandinspirationalbooksfor studentsat all levelswill be developedjncludingthrough
high-quality translation(technologyassistecasneeded)n all local andIndianlanguagesandwill be
madeavailableextensivelyin both schoolandlocal public libraries. Public and schoollibraries will
be significantly expandedo build a culture of readingacrossthe country. Digital librarieswill also
be establishedSchool libraries will be setup - particularlyin villages - to servethe community
during non-schoolhours,andbook clubsmay meetin public/schoolliibrariesto further facilitate and
promotewidespreadeading.A National Book PromotionPolicy will be formulated and extensive
initiativeswill be undertakerio ensue the availability, accessibility guality, andreadershipf books
acrosgeographiedanguagesevels,andgenres.

2.9. Children are unableto learn optimally when they are undernourishedr unwell. Hence,the
nutrition and health (including mentalhealth) of childrenwill be addressedthroughhealthymeals
andtheintroductionof well-trainedsocialworkers,counsellorsandcommunityinvolvementinto the
schoolingsystem Furthermoreresearctshowsthatthe morninghoursafter a nutritiousbreakfat can
be particularly productivefor the study of cognitively more demandingsubjectsand hence these
hoursmay be leveragedoy providing a simple but energizingbreakfastn additionto middaymeals.
In locationswhere hot mealsare not possible,a simple but nutritious meal, e.g., groundnutikchana
mixed with jaggeryand/orlocal fruits may be provided.All schod children shall undergoregular
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health checkups especiallyfor 100% immunizationin schoolsand health cardswill be issuedto
monitorthe same

3. Curtailing Dropout Ratesand Ensuring Universal Accessto Education at All Levels

3.1.Oneof the primary goalsof the schoolingsystemmustbeto ensurethat childrenareenrolledin
and are attendingschool. Throughinitiatives suchasthe SarvaShikshaAbhiyan (now the Samagra
Shikshd and the Right to EducationAct, India has made remarkablestridesin reent yearsin
attaining nearuniversal enrolmentin elementaryeducation.However, the data for later grades
indicatessomeseriousissuesin retainingchildrenin the schoolingsystem The GER for Grades6-8
was 90.9%,while for Grades9-10 and11-12 it was only 79.3%and56.5%,respectively indicating
thata significantproportionof enrolledstudentsdrop out after Grade5 andespeciallyafter Grade8.
As perthe 75throundhousehtd surveyby NSSOin 201718, the numberof out of schoolchildrenin
theagegroupof 6 to 17 yearsis 3.22crore.It will be atop priority to bring thesechildrenbackinto
the educationafold as early as possible,andto preventfurther studentsfrom droppingout, with a
goalto achievel00% GrossEnrolmentRatio in presclool to secondaryevel by 203Q A concerted
nationaleffort will be madeto ensureuniversalaccessand afford opportunityto all childrenof the
country to obtain quality holistic educatiorn including vocational education- from pre-school to
Gradel?2.

3.2. Therearetwo overallinitiatives that will be undertakerto bring childrenwho havedroppedout
backto schoolandto preventfurther childrenfrom droppingout. Thefirst is to provide effectiveand
sufficientinfrastructureso that all studentshaveaccesdo safeandengagingschooleducationat all

levelsfrom pre-primary schoolto Gradel2. Besidesproviding regulartrainedteachersat eachstage,
specialcareshall be takento ensurethat no schoolremainsdeficienton infrastructuresupport.The
credibility of Governmenschoolsshall be re-establishedndthis will be attainedby upgradingand
enlargingthe schoolghatalreadyexist, building additionalquality schoolsin areaswheretheydo not
exist,andproviding safeand practicalconveyanceand/orhostels gspeciallyfor the girl children,so
that all children havethe opportunityto attenda quality schooland learn at the appropriatelevel.

Alternative andinnovativeeducationcentreswill be putin placein cooperatiorwith civil societyto

ensurethat children of migrantlabourersandother childrenwho are droppingout of schooldueto

variouscircumstancearebroughtbackinto mainstreaneducation.

3.3. Thesemndis to achieveuniversalparticipationin schoolby carefully tracking studentsaswell
astheir learninglevels,in orderto ensurethatthey (a) are enrolledin andattendingschool,and (b)
havesuitableopportunitiego catchup andre-enterschoolin casethey havefallen behindor dropped
out. For providing equitableand quality educationfrom the FoundationalStagethroughGradel2 to
all childrenup to the ageof 18, suitablefacilitating systemsshallbe putin place.Counsellorsor well-
trained socialworkersconnectedo schools/schootomplexesandteacherswill continuouslywork
with studentsaandtheir parentsandwill travelthroughandengagevith communitieso ensurehatall
schootagechildrenare attendingand learningin school.Trainedand qualified socialworkersfrom
civil society organizations/departemts of Social Justice and Empowermentand government
functionariesdealingwith empmpwermentof Personswith Disabilities at the Stateand district level,
could be connectedto schools, through various innovative mechanismsadopted by State/UT
Governmentsto helpin carryingout thisimportantwork.

3.4. Onceinfrastructureandparticipdion arein place,ensuringguality will bethekey in retentionof
studentsso that they (particularly, girls and studentsfrom other sociceconomicallydisadvantaged
groups)do notloseinterestin attendingschool. Thiswill requirea systemof incentivesfor deploying
teacherswith knowledge of the local languageto areaswith high dropout rates, as well as
overhaulinghecurriculumto makeit moreengaginganduseful.

3.5. To facilitate learning for all students, with special emphasis on Socio-Economically
DisadvantagedGroups (SEDGS), the scope of school educationwill be broadenedto facilitate
multiple pathwaysto learninginvolving both formal and nonformal educaibn modes. Openand
DistanceLearning(ODL) Programme offered by the National Institute of OpenSchooling(NIOS)
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and StateOpenSchoolswill be expandedandstrengthenedor meetingthe learningneedsof young
peoplein Indiawho arenot ableto attenda physicalschool.NIOS and StateOpenSchoolswill offer
the following programmesin addition to the presentprogranmes. A, B and C levels that are
equivalentto Grades3, 5, and 8 of the formal schoolsystem;secondaryeducationprogrammes that
areequivakntto Gradesl0 and12; vocationaleducationcoursegirogramme; andadultliteracy and
life-enrichmentprogramme. Stateswill be encouragedto develop these offerings in regional
language®y establishinghewktrengtheningxistingStatelnstitutesof OpenSchooling(SIOS).

3.6. To makeit easierfor bothgovernmentaswell asnongovernmentaphilanthropicorgankations
to build schoolsto encouragdocal variationson accountof culture,geographyanddemographics,
and to allow alternative models of education,the requirementsfor schoolswill be made less
restrictive.Thefocuswill beto havelessemphasisn input andgreateremphasisn outputpotential

concerningdesiredlearning outcomes.Regulationson inputs will be limited to certain areasas

enumeratednh Chapter8. Othermodelsfor schoolswill alsobe piloted, suchaspublic-philanthropic
partnership.

3.7. Efforts will be madeto involve community and alumni in volunteer efforts for enhancing
learningby providing at schools oneon-onetutoring; the teachingof literacy andholding of extra

help sessions;teaching support and guidancefor educators;career guidance and mentoring to

students;etc. In this regard,the supportof active and healthy seniorcitizens schoolalumni and
local community memberswill be suitably garnered.Databasesof literate volunteers,retired
scientistggovernment/semgovernmentemployees alumni, and educatorswill be createdfor this

purpose.

4. Curriculum and Pedagogyin Schools: Learning Should be Holistic, Integrated,
Enjoyable, and Engaging

Restructuring schoolcurriculum and pedagogyin a new 5+3+3+4 design

4.1. The curricular and pedagogicaktructureof school educationwill be reconfiguredto makeit
responsiveand relevantto the developmentaheedsand interestsof learnersat different stagesof
their developmentcorrespondindo the agerangesof 3-8, 8-11,11-14,and14-18 years respectively.
The curricular and pedagogicalstructureand the curricular framework for school educationwill
therefoe be guidedby a 5+3+3+4design,consistingof the FoundationalStage(in two parts,thatis,
3 yearsof Anganwadi/preschool+ 2 yearsin primary schoolin Gradesl-2; both togethercovering
ages3-8), PreparatoryStage(Grades3-5, coveringages8-11), Middle Stage(Grades6-8, covering
agesll-14), and SecondanStage(Grades9-12 in two phasesi.e., 9 and 10 in thefirst and11 and
12in thesecong coveringagesl4-18).

4.2. The FoundationalStagewill consistof five yearsof flexible, multilevel, play/activity-based
learningandthe curriculumandpedagogyf ECCE asmentionedn paral.2 The Preparatonttage
will comprise three years of education building on the play, discovery, and activity-based
pedagogicahnd curricular style of the Foundatimal Stage,andwill alsobeginto incorporatesome
light text booksaswell asaspect®f more formal but interactiveclassrooniearning,in orderto lay a
solid groundwork acrosssubjects,including reading, writing, speaking, physical education,art,
languages,science,and mathematics.The Middle Stagewill comprisethree yearsof education
building on the pedagogicalnd curricularstyle of the Preparatorystage but with the introduction
of subjectteacherdor learningand discussionof the more abstact conceptsin eachsubjectthat
studentswill be readyfor at this stageacrossthe scierces, mathematicsarts, social sciencesand
humanities Experientiallearningwithin eachsubject,and explorationsof relationsamongdifferent
subjectswill be encourage@ndemphasied despitethe introductionof more specialezed subjects
and subjectteachersThe SecondaryStagewill compriseof four yearsof multidisciplinary study,
building onthe subjectorientedpedagogicahndcurricularstyle of the Middle Stage but with greater
depth,greatercritical thinking, greaterattentionto life aspirdions,andgreaterflexibility andstudent
choiceof subjectsin particularstudentsvould continueto havethe option of exiting after Gradel0
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andre-enteringin the next phaseto pursuevocationalor any othercoursesavailablein Gradesl 1-
12, including atamorespecialzedschool if sodesired.

4.3.Theabovedescribedstagesare purely curricularandpedagogicaldesignedo optimizelearning
for studentsbasedon the cognitive developmenbf children;they will inform the developmenbf
National and Statecurricula and teachinglearning strategiesat eachstage,but parallel changego
physicalinfrastructurewill notberequired

Holistic developmentof learners

4.4. The key overall thrustof curriculumandpedagogyeform acrossall stageswill beto movethe
educatiorsystemtowardsreal understandingndtowardslearninghow to learn- andawayfrom the
culture of rote learningasis largely presentoday The aim of educationwill not only be cognitive
developmentbut alsobuilding characteandcreatingholistic andwell-roundedindividualsequipped
with the key 21% centuryskills. Ultimately, knowledgeis a deepseatedreasire andeducatiorhelps
in its manifestatiorasthe perfectionwhich is alreadywithin anindividual. All aspectof curriculum
andpedagogywill bereorientecandrevampedo attainthesecritical goals.Specificsetsof skills and
valuesacrossdomainswill be identified for integration andincorporationat eachstageof learning,
from pre-schoolto higher education.Curriculum frameworksand transactionmechanismsawill be
developedfor ensuringthat thes skills and values are imbibed through engagingprocessesof

teachingandlearning. NCERT will identify theserequiredskill setsandincludemechanismsor their

transactiorin the NationalCurriculumFrameworkfor early childhoodandschooleducation.

Reducecurriculum contentto enhanceessentiallearning and critical thinking

45. Curriculum contentwill be reducedin eachsubjectto its core essentialsfo make spacefor
critical thinking and more holistic, inquiry-based discoverybased,discussiorbased,and analysis
basedearning.The mandateccontentwill focuson key corcepts,ideas,applicationsandproblen:
solving. Teachingand learningwill be conductedin a more interactivemanner;questionswill be
encouragedand classroomsessionswill regularly contain more fun, creative, collaborative,and
exploratoryactivitiesfor studentdor deepermandmoreexperientialearning.

Experiential learning

4.6. In all stagesgexperientiallearningwill be adopted,ncluding handson learning,artsintegrated
and sportsintegratededucation story-telling-basedpedagogy amongothes, as standardpedagogy
within eachsubject,andwith explorationsof relationsamongdifferent subjectsTo closethe gapin
achievemenbf learning outcomes,classroomtransations will shift, towards competencybased
learningand education.The assessent tools (including assessmerfia s {0 andfif o learning)
will alsobe alignedwith the learningoutcomesgcapabilities,and dispositionsas specifiedfor each
subjectof agivenclass.

4.7. Art-integrationis a crosscurricularpedagogicahpproactthat utili zesvariousaspectandforms
of art and culture as the basisfor learning of conceptsacrosssubjects.As a part of the thruston
experientiallearning,artintegratededucationwill be embeddedn classroomtransactionshot only
for creatingjoyful classroomsbut alsofor imbibing the Indian ethosthroughintegrationof Indianart
and culture in the teachingand learning processat every level. This artintegratedapproachwill

strengthenhelinkageshetweereducatiorandculture.

4.8. Sportsintegration is another crosscurricular pedagogicalapproachthat utilizes physical
activities including indigenoussports in pedagogicapracticesto help in devdoping skills suchas
collaboration selfinitiative, sel-direction, self-discipline,teanwork, responsibility,citizenship,etc.
Sportsintegratedearningwill be undertakerin classroontransactiongo help studentsadoptfitness
asa lifelong attitudeandto achievetherelatedlife skills alongwith thelevelsof fithessasenvisaged
in the Fit India Movement.The needto integratesportsin educationis well recognzedasit serveso
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foster holistic developmentby promoting physical and psychologich well-being while also
enhancingognitiveabilities.

Empower studentsthrough flexibility in coursechoices

4.9. Studentswill be given increasedflexibility and choice of subjectsto study, particularly in

secondaryschool- including subjectsn physicaleducationthe artsandcrafts andvocationalskills

T sothatthey candesigntheir own pathsof studyandlife plans.Holistic developmenanda wide

choiceof subjectsandcoursesyearto yearwill bethenewdistinguishingfeatureof seconday school
educationTherewill be no hardseparatioramongGurriculai§ Gxtracurricular, ér &o-curriculag

among@rt®) humanitie§) and Gscience§ or betweend/ocationad or Gacademid streams Subjects
such as physical education,the arts and crats, and vocational skills, in addition to science,
humanities, and mathematics,will be incorpoited throughout the school curriculum, with a
consideratiorfor whatis interestingandsafeat eachage.

4.10. Each of the four stagesof school education,in accordancewith what may be possiblein

different regions, may considermoving towardsa semeste or any other systemthat allows the
inclusion of shortermodules,or coursesthat are taught on alternatedays in order to allow an
exposurego more subjectsandenablegreaterflexibility. Statesmay look into innovativemethodsto

achievetheseaimsof greaterflexibility andexposurdo andenjoymentof a wider rangeof subjects,
includingacrosghearts,scienceshumanities|anguagessports,andvocationalsubjects.

Multilingualism and the power of language

4.11.1t is well understoodhat young childrenlearnand graspnontrivial conceptamore quickly in

their home language/mothetongue.Home languageis usually the samelanguageas the mother
tongueor that which is spokenby local communities.However,at timesin multi-lingual families,
therecanbe a homelanguagespokenby otherfamily memberswhich may sometimede different
from mothertongueor local language Whereverpossible,the mediumof instructionuntil at least
Grade5, but preferablytill Grade8 and beyond,will be the home language/mothetongue/local
language/regionalanguage.Thereafter,the home/locallanguageshall continueto be taughtas a
languagewhereverpossible.This will be followed by both public and private schools.High-quality
textbooks,ncludingin sciencewill be madeavailablein homelanguagesnothertongue All efforts
will bemadeearly onto ensurghatany gays thatexistbetweerthe languagespokenby the child and
the mediumof teachingarebridged.In casesvherehomelanguagémothertonguetextbookmaterial
is not available the languageof transactiorbetweerteacherandstudentswill still remainthe home

languagémothertonguewherevemossible. Teacherwill be encouragedo usea bilingual approach,
including bilingual teachinglearning materids, with thosestudentswhosehome languagemay be
different from the medium of instruction. All languageswill be taught with high quality to all

students;a languagedoesnot needto be the mediumof instructionfor it to be taughtand learned
well.

4.12 As researcttlearly showsthat children pick up languageextremelyquickly betweenthe ages
of 2 and 8 andthat multilingualism hasgreatcognitive benefitsto young studentschildrenwill be
exposedto different languagesearly on (but with a particuar emphasison the mother tongue),
starting from the FoundationalStageonwards.All languageswill be taughtin an enjoyableand
interactivestyle, with plenty of interactiveconversationandwith early readingand subsequently
writing in the mothertonguein the early years,andwith skills developedor readingandwriting in
otherlanguagesn Grade3 andbeyond.Therewill be a major effort from boththe Centraland State
governmentgo investin large numbersof languageteachersin all regionallanguagesaroundthe
country,and in particulat for all languagesnentionedn the Eighth Scheduleof the Constitutionof
India. StatesgspeciallyStatesrom differentregionsof India, may enterinto bilateralagreementso
hire teachersin large numbes from each other, to satisfy the threelanguageformula in their
respectiveStates,andalsoto encouragehe study of Indian languagescrossthe country. Extensive
useof technologywill be madefor teachingandlearningof different languagesandto popularize
languagdearning.
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4.13. The threelanguageformula will continueto be implementedwhile keepingin mind the
Constitutionalprovisions,aspirationsof the peopleregions,andthe Union, andthe needto promote
multilingualismaswell aspromotenationalunity. However,therewill be a greaterflexibility in the
threelanguageformula, and no languagewill be imposedon any State.The threelanguagesearned
by childrenwill bethe choicesof Statesregions,andof coursethe studentdhemselvessolong asat
leasttwo of the threelanguagesrenativeto India. In particular,studentsvho wish to changeoneor
more of the threelanguageghey are studyingmay do soin Grade6 or 7, aslong asthey areableto
demonstratébasic proficiencyin three languagegincluding one languageof India at the literature
level) by the endof secondangdool.

4.14. All efforts will be madein preparinghigh-quality bilingual textbooksand teachinglearning
materialsfor scienceand mathematicsso that studeits areenabledo think and speakaboutthe two
subjectsothin their homelanguagémothertongueandin English.

4.15. As so many developedcountriesaround the world have amply demonstratedbeing well
educatedn onds language culture, and traditiors is not a detrimentbut indeeda huge benefitto
educational social, and technologicaladvancementlindiaés languagesare amongthe richest, most
scientific, most beautiful,and mostexpressivan the world, with a hugebody of ancientaswell as
modernliterature(both proseand poetry), film, and musicwritten in theselanguayesthat help form
Indiads national identity and wealth. For purposesof cultural enrichmentas well as national
integration all younglndiansshouldbe awareof therich andvastarrayof language®f their country,
andthetreasureshattheyandtheir literaturescontain.

4.16. Thus,everystudentin the countrywill participatein a fun project/activityon érhe Languages
of Indiag sometimein Grades6-8, suchas,underthe 6 EBharat ShresthaBharadinitiative. In this
project/activity,studentswill learnaboutthe remarkableunity of mostof the major Indianlanguages,
startingwith their commonphoneticand scientifically-arrangedalphabetsand scripts,their common
grammattal structurestheir origins and sourcesof vocabulariesrom Sanskritand other classical
languages,as well as their rich inter-influences and differences. They will also learn what
geographicahreasspeakwhich languagesgeta senseof the natureandstructureof tribal languages,
andlearnto say commonlyspokenphrasesard sentencein everymajorlanguageof India andalso
learna bit aboutthe rich anduplifting literatureof each(throughsuitabletranslationsasnecessary).
Suchan activity would give them both a senseof the unity and the beautiful cultural heritageand
diversity of India andwould be a wonderfulicebreakertheir whole lives asthey meetpeoplefrom
otherpartsof India. This project/activitywould be a joyful activity andwould not involve any form
of assessment.

4.17. The importance relevanceand beauty of the classicallanguagesand literature of India also
cannotbe overlooked.Sanskrit,while also an importantmodernlanguagementionedin the Eighth
Scheduleof the Constiution of India, possessea classicalliteraturethatis greaterin volume than
thatof Latin andGreekput together containingvasttreasure®f mathematicsphilosophy,grammar,
music, politics, medicine,architecturemetallurgy,drama,poetry, storytdling, and more (known as
@anskritkKnowledge System§), written by peopleof various religions as well as nonreligious
people,and by peoplefrom all walks of life anda wide rangeof sociceconomicbackgroundover
thousandof years.Sanskritwill thus be offered at all levels of schooland higher educationas an
important,enrichingoptionfor studentsincludingasanoptionin the threelanguageormula. It will
be taughtin waysthat areinterestingand experientialaswell as contemporarilyrelevant, including
through the use of Sanskrit Knowledge Systens, and in particular through phonetics and
pronunciation.Sanskrittextbooksat the foundationaland middle school level may be written in
Simple StandardSanskrit(SSS)to teachSanskritthrough Sanskrit (STS) and makeits study truly
enjoyable.

4.18. India also has an extremelyrich literature in other classicallanguagesjncluding classical
Tamil, Telugu,KannadaMalayalam,Odia.In additionto theseclassicalanguage$ali, Persianand
Prakrt; andtheir works of literaturetoo mustbe preservedor their richnessandfor the pleasureand
enrichmenbf posterity.As Indiabecomes fully developedtountry,the nextgeneratiorwill wantto
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partakein and be enrichedby Indiaés extensiveand beautiful classicalliterature In addition to
Sanskrit, other classical languagesand literatures of India, including Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam,Odia, Pali, Persian,and Prakrit, will alsobe widely availablein schoolsas optionsfor
studentspossbly asonline modules throughexperientialandinnovative approacheso ensurethat
theselanguagesand literature stay alive and vibrant Similar efforts will be madefor all Indian
language$avingrich oral andwritten literatures culturaltraditions andknowledge.

4.19. For the enrichmentof the children andfor the preservatiorof theserich languagesand their
artistictreasuresall studentsn all schools public or private,will havethe option of learningat least
two yearsof a classicallanguageof India and its associatediterature, through experiential and
innovative approachesincluding the integrationof technology,in Grades6-12, with the option to
continuefrom the middle stagethroughthe secondargtageandbeyond.

4.20. In addition to high quality offeringsin IndianlanguagesindEnglish,foreignlanguagessuchas
Korean,JapaneseT hai, French,German,Spanish Portugueseand Russianwill alsobe offered at
the secondarylevel, for studentsto learnaboutthe culturesof the world andto enrichtheir global
knowledgeandmobility accordingo their own interestsandaspirations.

4.21. The teachingof all languageswill be enhancedhroughinnovativeand experientialmethods,
including throughgamificationand apps,by weavingin the cultural aspectf the languages such
asfilms, theatre storytelling, poetry,andmusic- and by drawingconnectionswith variousrelevant
subjectsand with reallife experiences.Thus, the teachingof languageswill also be basedon
experienti&learningpedagogy.

4.22. Indian Sign Language(ISL) will be standardied acrossthe country, and National and State
curriculum materialsdevelopedfor useby studentswith hearingimpairment.Local sign languages
will berespectedndtaughtaswell, wherepossibleandrelevant.

Curricular Integration of EssentialSubjects, Skills, and Capacities

4.23. While studentsnusthavea large amountof flexibility in choosingtheir individual curricula,

certainsubjects skills, and capacitiesshouldbe learnedby all studentso becomegood, successful,
innovative,adaptableandproductivehumanbeingsin todayis rapidly changingworld. In additionto

proficiency in languages,these skills include: scientific temper and evidencebased thinking;

creativity andinnovativenesssenseof aesthetisandart; oral andwritten communicationhealthand

nutrition; physical education,fitness, wellness,and sports; collaborationand teamwork; problem
solving and logical reasoning; vocational exposure and skills; digital literacy, coding, and

computatimal thinking; ethical and moral reasoning knowledge and practice of human and

Constitutional values; gender sensitivity; Fundamental Duties; citizenship skills and values;
knowledgeof India; environmentahwarenesicluding waterandresourceconservatn, sanitation
andhygiene;andcurrentaffairsandknowledgeof critical issuedacinglocal communities States the

country,andtheworld.

4.24. Concertedcurricular and pedagogicalnitiatives, including the introducton of contemporary
subjects sudh as Atrtificial Intelligence, Design Thinking, Holistic Health, Organic Living,
EnvironmentalEducation,Global Citizenship Education(GCED), etc. at relevant stageswill be
undertakerio developthesevariousimportantskills in studentsatall levels.

4.25. 1t is recognked that mathematiceand mathematicathinking will be very importantfor India sb
future andIndiass leadershigrole in the numerousupcomingfields and professionghatwill involve

artificial intelligence,machinelearning,anddatascience etc. Thus mathematicsand computational
thinking will be givenincreased®mphasighroughouthe schoolyears,startingwith the foundational
stage througha variety of innovativemethods,ncluding the regularuseof puzzlesandgamesthat

make mathematicalthinking more enjoyable and engaging.Activities involving coding will be

introducedn Middle Stage
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4.26. Every studentwill take a fun course,during Grades6-8, that gives a survey and handson
experiencef a samplingof importantvocatonal crafts,suchascarpentry electricwork, metalwork,
gardeningpotterymaking,etc.,asdecidedby Statesandlocal communitiesandas mappedoy local
skilling needsA practicebasedcurriculumfor Gradess-8 will beappopriatelydesignedoy NCERT
while framingthe NCFSE2020-21. All studentswill participatein a 10-daybaglesgperiodsometime
during Grades6-8 wherethey intern with local vocationalexpertssuch as carpentersgardeners,
potters, artists, etc. Similar internship opportunitiesto learn vocational subjectsmay be made
availableto studentghroughoutGrades6-12, including holiday periods.Vocationalcourseghrough
online modewill alsobe madeavailable.Baglessdayswill be encouragedhroughoutthe year for
varioustypesof enrichmentactivitiesinvolving arts,quizzes,sports,andvocationalcrafts. Children
will be given periodic exposureto activities outsideschoolthroughvisits to places/monumentsf
historical, cultural and tourist importance,meeting local artists and craitsmen and visits higher
educationainstitutionsin their village/Tehsil/District/State.

4.27. iKnowledgeof | n d wikh @nclude knowledgefrom ancientindia and its contributionsto
modernindia andits successeand challenges, and a clear senseof Indiaés future aspirationswith
regardto educationhealth,environmentgetc. Theseelementswill beincorporatedn anaccurateand
scientific manner throughout the school curriculum wherever relevant; in particular, Indian
KnowledgeSystemsincludingtribal knowledgeandindigenousandtraditionalwaysof learning will
be coveredand included in mathematics,astronomy, philosophy, yoga, architecture,medicine,
agriculture, engineering,linguistics, literature, sports, games,as well as in governance,polity,
conservation Specific coursesin tribal ethnemedicinal practices,forest managementtraditional
(organic)crop cultivation, naturalfarming, etc. will alsobe madeavailable.An engagingcourseon
Indian Knowledge Systemswill also be availableto studentsin secondaryschoolas an elective
Competitionsmay be held in schoolsfor learning various topics and subjectsthrough fun and
indigenousgames.Video documentariesn inspirationalluminariesof India, ancientandmodern, in
sciene andbeyond,will be shownat appropriatepointsthroughoutthe schoolcurriculum. Students
will beencouragedbo visit different Statesaspartof culturalexchanggrogrammes.

4.28. Studentswill betaughtat a youngagetheimportanceof fidoingwhat'sr i g &ndwill, begiven
a logical frameworkfor makingethicaldecisions In later years,this would thenbe expandedilong
themesof cheating,violence,plagiarism littering, tolerance gquality,empathy etc., with a view to

enabling children to embice moral/ethical values in conducting one's life, formulate a
position/argumenaboutan ethical issuefrom multiple perspectivesand use ethical practicesin all

work. As consequencesf suchbasicethicalreasoningtraditionallndian valuesandall basic human
and Constitutional values (such as seva, ahimsa, swadchhata, satya, nishkam karma, shantj

sacrifice, tolerance,diversity, pluralism, righteousconduct, gendersensitivity, respectfor elders,
respect for all people and their inherent capabilites regardlessof background, respect for

environment, helpfulness, courtesy, patience, forgiveness, empathy, compassion, patriotism,
democratic outlook, integrity, responsibility, justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity) will be
developedin all studens. Children will havethe opportunityto read and learn from the original

storiesof the Panchatantrajataka,Hitopadesh,and other fun fables and inspiring tales from the
Indian tradition and learn about their influenceson global literature. Excerptsfrom the Indian
Constitution will also be consideredessentialreading for all students.Basic training in health,
including preventive health, mental health, good nutrition, personaland public hygiene, disaster
responsandfirst-aid will alsobeincludedin the curriculum,aswell asscientificexplanation®f the
detrimentalanddamagingeffectsof alcohol,tobaccoandotherdrugs.

4.29. All curriculum and pedagogyjfrom the foundationalstageonwards,will be redesignedo be
strongly rodted in the Indian and local contextand ethosin termsof culture, traditions, heritage,
customs, language, philosophy, geography,ancient and contemporaryknowledge, societal and
scientificneedsjndigenousandtraditional waysof learningetc.i in orde to ensureghateducationris
maximally relatable relevant,interesting,and effectivefor our studentsStories,arts,gamessports,
examplesproblems,etc. will be chosenas much as possibleto be rootedin the Indian and local
geographicontext.ldeas,abstractionsandcreativity will indeedbestflourish whenlearningis thus
rooted.
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National Curriculum Framework for SchoolEducation (NCFSE)

4.30. The formulation of a new and comprehensiveNational Curricular Framework for School
Education,NCFSE 2020-21, will be undertakenby the NCERT - basedon the principles of this
National Education Policy 2020, frontline curriculum needs and after discussionswith all
stakeholdersincluding State Governments Ministries, relevant Departments of the Central
Government,and other expert bodies,and will be madeavailablein all regional languagesThe
NCFSE documentshall henceforthbe revisited and updatedonce every 5-10 years taking into
accountrontline curriculum.

National Textbookswith Local Content and Flavour

431 The reductionin contentand increasedflexibility of school curriculum - and the renewed
emphasison constructiverather than rote learning - must be accompaniedy parallel changesn

schod textbooks.All textbooksshall aim to contain the essentialcore material (togetherwith

discussion,analysis,examplesand applications)deemedimportanton a nationallevel, but at the
sametime containany desirednuancesand supplementarynaterialas per local contextsand needs.
Where possible,schools and teacherswill also have choicesin the textbooksthey employ - from

amonga setof textbooksthatcontainthe requisitenationalandlocal material- sothattheymayteach
in a mannerthat is beg suitedto their own pedagogicalstyles as well as to their studentsand
communitiedneeds

4.32. The aim will be to provide suchquality textbooksat the lowest possiblecost-namely,at the
costof production/printing in orderto mitigatethe burdenof textbookpriceson the studentsandon

the eduwational system. This may be accomplishedby using high-quality textbook materials
developedby NCERT in conjunctionwith the SCERTSs;additional textbook materialscould be
fundedby public-philanthropicpartnershipsandcrowd sourcingthatincentivizeexpertsto write such
high-quality textbooksat costprice. Stateswill preparetheir own curricula (which may be basedon

the NCFSEpreparedoy NCERT to the extentpossible)and preparetextbooks(which may be based
on the NCERT textbookmaterialsto the extent possible) ijncorporatingStateflavour andmaterialas
neededWhile doing so, it must be bornein mind that NCERT curriculumwould be taken as the
nationallyacceptableriterion The availability of suchtextbooksin all regionallanguageill be a

top priority sothatall studentdhaveaccesgo high-quality learning.All effortswill be madeto ensure
timely availability of textbooksin schools.Accessto downloadableand printable versionsof all

textbookswill be provided by all States/UTsand NCERT to help conservethe environmentand
reducethelogisticalburden.

4.33. Concertedefforts, through suitable changesin curriculum and pecagogy, will be made by
NCERT, SCERTSs,schools,and educatorsto significantly reducethe weight of school bagsand
textbooks.

Transforming Assessmentor Student Development

4.34. The aim of assessmenin the culture of our schoolingsystemwill shift from one that is
summativeand primarily testsrote memorizationskills to onethatis moreregularandformative,is
more competencybasedpromotedearninganddevelopmentor our studentsandtestshigherorder
skills, suchasanalysis,critical thinking, and conceptuaklarity. The primary purposeof assessment
will indeedbe for learning it will help the teacherand student,and the entire schoolingsystem,
continuously revise teachinglearning processesto optimize learning and developmentfor all
students. Thiswill betheunderlyingprinciplefor assessmeratt all levelsof education.

4.35. The progresscard of all studentdor schootbasedassessmentyhich is communicatedoy
schoolsto parentswill be completelyredesignedy States/UTaunderguidancefrom the proposed
NationalAssessmententre NCERT, andSCERTs.The progressardwill bea holistic, 360-degree,
multidimensionalreport that reflectsin greatdetail the progressas well asthe uniqguenes®f each
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learnerin the cognitive,affective,andpsychomotodomains .t will includeself-assessmerndpeer
assessmengndprogresof the child in project-basedandinquiry-basedearning,quizzesyole plays,
groupwork, portfolios, etc.,alongwith teacherassessmentThe holistic progresscardwill form an

importantlink betweenhome and schooland will be accompaniedy parentteachermeeting in

order to activelyinvolve parentdn theirc h i | doliginedusatioranddevelopmentThe progress
card would also provide teachersand parentswith valuableinformation on how to supporteach
studentin and out of the classroomAl-basedsoftwarecould be developedand usedby studentgo

help track their growth through their school years based on learning data and interactive

guestionnairesfor parents, students,and teachers,in order to provide studentswith valuable
informationon their strengthsareasof interest,and neededareasof focus,andto therebyhelpthem
makeoptimal careerchoices.

4.36. The currentnatureof secondaryschoolexams,including Board examsand entranceexams-

andtheresultingcoachingcultureof today- aredoingmuchharm, especiallyat the secondaryschool
level, replacingvaluabletime for true learningwith excessiveexamcoachingandpreparation.These
examsalso force studentsto learn a very narrow band of materialin a single stream,ratherthan
allowing theflexibility andchoicethatwill besoimportantin the educatiorsystemof the future.

4.37. While the Boardexamsfor Grades10 and 12 will be continued the existing systemof Board

andentranceexaminationsshall be reformedto eliminatethe needfor undetaking coachingclasses.
To reverseheseharmful effectsof the currentassessmerstystem Boardexamswill beredesignedo

encouragéolistic developmentstudentswill be ableto choosemanyof the subjectsin which they

take Board exams,dependingon their individualized interests.Board examswill also be made
Geasieq in the sensethatthey will testprimarily corecapacitiegcompetenciesatherthanmonthsof

coachingandmemorization any studentwho hasbeengoingto andmakinga basiceffort in a school
classwill be able to passand do well in the correspondingsubject Board Exam without much

additionaleffort. To further eliminatethe tigh stake$ aspectof Board Exams,all studeats will be

allowed to take Board Examson up to two occasionsduring any given school year, one main

examinatiorandonefor improvementif desired.

438 In addition to introducing greater flexibility, student choice, and bestof-two attempts
assessnmgsthatprimarily testcorecapacitiesnustbetheimmediatekey reformsto all Boardexams
Boardsmay over time alsodevelopfurther viable modelsof Board Examsthat reducepressureand
the coachingculture. Somepossibilitiesinclude: a systemof annwal/semester/modulddoard Exams
could be developed- that each test far less material, and are taken immediately after the
correspondingourseis takenin school- so that the pressurdrom examsis betterdistributed,less
intense andlesshigh-stakesacrosshe SecondanGtage all subjectsandcorrespondingissessients,
beginningwith mathematicscould be offered at two levels, with studentsdoing some of their
subjectsatthe standardevel andsomeat a higherlevel; andBoardexamsn certainsubgctscouldbe
redesignedo havetwo partsi one part of anobjedive type with multiple-choicequestionsandthe
otherof a descriptivetype.

4.39. With regardto all of the above,guidelineswill be preparedoy NCERT, in consultationwith
major stakeholé@rs, such as SCERTSs,Boardsof Assessmen{BoAs), the proposednew National
AssessmenCentreetc.,andteachergpreparedfor a transformatiorin the assessmersystemby the
202223 academicsessionto align with the NCFSE2020-21.

4.40. To track progressthroughoutthe schoolyears,andnot just at the endof Grades 10 and12 - for
the benefit of students,parents,teachers principals, and the entire schoolingsystemin planning
improvementgo schoolsandteachinglearningprocesses all studentawill takeschoolexaminations
in Grades3, 5, and 8 which will be conductedby the appropriateauthority. Theseexaminations
would test achievementof basic learning outcomes,through assessmenbf core conceptsand
knowledge from the national and local curricula, along with relevant higherorder skills and
application of knowledge in reatlife situations, rather than rote memorization The Grade 3
examination,in particular,would test basicliteracy, numeracy,and other foundationalskills. The
resultsof schoolexaminationswill be usedonly for developmentapurposesf the schooleducation
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system,including for public disclosureby schoolsof their overall (anonymizell studentoutcomes,
andfor continuousmonitoringandimprovemenbf the schoolingsysten.

441 1t is proposedo setup a National Assessmen€Centre PARAKH (PerformanceAssessment,
Review,and Analysis of Knowledgefor Holistic Development), asa standaresetting body under
MHRD that fulfils the basic objectivesof setting norms, standads, and guidelinesfor student
assessmerdand evaluationfor all recognizedschoolboardsof India, guiding the StateAchievement
Survey(SAS) andundertakinghe National AchievementSurvey(NAS), monitoringachievemenbf
learning outcomesin the countly, and encouragingand helping school boardsto shift their
asseswentpatterngowardsmeetingthe skill requirement®f the 215 centuryin consonancevith the
statedobjectivesof this Policy. This Centrewill alsoadviseschoolboardsregardingnewasgssment
patternsand latestresearchegromotecollaborationdetveenschoolboards It will alsobecomean
instrumentfor the sharingof bestpracticesamongschoolboards,and for ensuringequivalenceof
academicstandardeamonglearnersacrossall schal boards.

4.42. The principlesfor university entranceexamswill be similar. The National Testing Agency
(NTA) will work to offer a high-quality commonaptitudetest,aswell asspecializeccommonsubject
examsin the scienceshumanitiesJanguagesarts, andvocationalsubjects at leasttwice everyyear.
Theseexamsshalltestconceptualinderstandingndthe ability to apply knowledgeandshallaim to
eliminatethe needfor taking coachingfor theseexams.Studentswill be ableto choosethe subjects
for taking the test andeachuniversitywill be ableto seeead studends individual subjectportfolio
and admit studentsinto their programmesdasedon individual interestsand talents. The NTA will
serveas a premier, expert,autonomougesting orgarzation to conductentranceexaminationsfor
undergraduatend graduate admissionsand fellowshipsin higher educationinstitutions. The high
quality, range,andflexibility of the NTA testingserviceswill enablemostuniversitiesto usethese
common entance exams- rather than having hundredsof universitieseach devising their own
entranceexams- therebydrasticallyreducingthe burdenon studentsuniversitiesand colleges,and
the entire educationsystem.It will be left up to individual universitiesand collegesto use NTA
assessmentsr theiradmissions.

Support for Gifted Students/Studentsvith SpecialTalents

443 Thereare innatetalentsin every student,which must be discovered nurtured,fostered,and
developedThesetalentsmay expresshemselvesn the form of varying interests dispositions.and
capadiies. Thosestudentghat showparticularly stronginterestsandcapacitiesn a givenrealmmust
be encouragedo pursuethat realm beyondthe generalschool curriculum. Teachereducationwill
include methodsfor the recognitionand fosteringof suchstudent talentsandinterests. The NCERT
andNCTE will developguidelinesfor the educationof gifted children.B.Ed. programmesnay also
allow a specializationin the educatiorof gifted children.

4.44. Teacherswill aim to encouragestudentswith singularinterestsand/ortalentsin the classroom
by giving themsupplementargnrichmenimaterialandguidanceandencouragement.opic-centred

andProjectbasedClubsandCircleswill beencourage@ndsupportedat the levelsof schoolsschool
complexesdistricts, and beyond.Examplesinclude ScienceCircles, Math Circles, Music & Dance
PerformanceCircles, Chess Circles, Poetry Circles, Language Circles, Drama Circles, Debate
Circles, SportsCircles,Eco-Clubs Health& Well-being Clubs/Yoga Clubsandso on. Along these
lines, high-quality nationalresidentialsummerprogrammedor secondaryschoolstudentsn various
subjectswill also be encouragedwith a rigorous meritbasedbut equitableadmissionprocessto

attractthe very beststudentsandteachergrom acrosghe countryincluding from socioeconomically
disadvantagedroups.

445, Olympiadsandcompetitionsn varioussubjectswill be conducedacrosghe country,with clear
coordinationandprogressiorirom schoolto local to stateto nationallevels to ensurahatall students
may participateat all levelsfor which they qualify. Efforts will be madeto maketheseavailablein
rural areasand in regional languagesto ensure widespreadparticipation. Public and private
universities,jncluding premierinstitutionslike the lITs andNITs, would be encouragedo usemerit
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basedresultsfrom National, and InternationalOlympiads,and resultsfrom other relevantnational
programmesaspartof thecriteriafor admissionsnto their undergraduatprogrammes

4.46. Once internetconnectedsmart phonesor tabletsare availablein all homesand/or schools,
online appswith quizzes,competitions assesments,enrichmentmaterials,and online communities
for sharednterestswill be developedandwill work to erhanceall the aforementionedhitiatives, as
group activities for studentswith appropriatesupervisionof parentsand teachers.Schools will
developsmartclassroomsin a phasedmannerfor usingdigital pedagogyandtherebyenrichingthe
teachingleaming processwith onlineresourcesindcollaborations.

5. Teachers

5.1. Teachergruly shapethe future of our children- and,thereforethe future of our nation. It is

becausef this noblestrole thatthe teachelin India wasthe mostrespectednemberof society.Only

thevery bestandmostlearnedoecamdeachersSocietygaveteachersor gurus,whatthey neededo

passon their knowledge,skills, and ethicsoptimally to students.The quality of teachereducation,
recruitmentdeploymentservicecondtions, andempowermenbf teacherss not whereit shouldbe,

and consequenthythe quality and motivation of teachersdoesnot reachthe desiredstandardsThe

high respectfor teachersand the high statusof the teachingprofessionmust be restoredso asto

inspire the bestto enterthe teachingprofession The motivation and empowermenbf teacherds

requiredto ensurehebestpossiblefuture for our childrenandour nation.

Recruitment and Deployment

5.2.To ensurghat outstandingstudentsenterthe teachingprofession especiallyfrom rural areas a
largenumberof merit-basedscholarshipshall be institutedacrosghe countryfor studyingquality 4-
yearintegratedB.Ed. programme. In rural areasspecialmeritbasedscholarshipsvill be establified
that also include preferentialemploymentin their local areasupon successfukcompletionof thear
B.Ed.programmes. Suchscholarshipsvill providelocal job opportunitiego local studentsespecially
femalestudentssothatthesestudentserveaslocatarearole modelsandashighly qualifiedteachers
who speakthe local language Incentiveswill be providedfor teachergo take up teachingjobs in
rural areas,especiallyin areasthat are currently facing acuteshortageof quality teachersA key
incentivefor teachingin rural schoolswill be the provision of local housingnearor on the school
premisesr increasedousingallowances.

5.3. The harmful practice of excessiveteachertransferswill be halted, so that studentshave
continuity in their role modelsand educationalenvironments.Transferswill occurin very special
circumstancesassuitablylaid downin a structuredmannerby State/UTgovernmentskFurthermore
transferswill be conductedhroughanonline computerzed systemthatensuregransparency.

5.4. TeacherEligibility Tests(TETSs) will be strengthenedo inculcatebettertest material, both in
termsof contentand peda@ogy. The TETs will alsobe extendedo coverteachersacrossall stages
(Foundational, Preparatory,Middle and Secondary) of school education. For subject teachers,
suitableTET or NTA testscoresin the correspondingsubjectswill also be takeninto accaint for
recruitment.To gaugepassionand motivation for teaching,a classroomdemonstratioror interview
will bemme an integral part of teacherhiring at schoolsand school complexes.Theseinterviews
would alsobe usedto assessomfortandproficiencyin teachingin the local languagesothatevery
school/schoolcomplex has at least some teacherswho can conversewith studentsin the local
languageandotherprevalenthomelanguage®f studentsTeachersn privateschoolsalsomusthave
qualifiedsimilarly throughTET, a demonstration/interviengndknowledgeof local language(s).

5.5. To ensurean adequatenumbe of teachersacrosssubjects- particularlyin subjectssuchasart,
physicaleducationyocationaleducation andlanguages teachersould be recruitedto a schoolor
schoolcomplexandthe sharingof teachersicrossschoolscould be consideredn accadancewith the
groupingof-schoolsadoptedoy State/UTgovernments.
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5.6. School#schoolcomplexeswill be encouragedo hire local eminentpersonsor expertsas ndaster

instructor® in varioussubjectssuchasin traditionallocal arts, vocationalcrafts entrepreneurship,
agriculture,or any other subjectwherelocal expertiseexists to benefit studentsand help preserve

andpromotelocal knowledgeandprofessions.

5.7. A technologybasedcomprehensiveeachefrequirementplanning forecastingexercisewill be
conductediy eachStateto assesgxpectedsubjectwiseteachewvacancieoverthe nexttwo decades.
The abovedescribednitiativesin recruitmentanddeploymentwill be scaledasneededvertime, to
fill all vacancieswith qualified teachersincluding local teacherswith suitableincentivesfor career
managemenand progressioras describedbelow. Teachereducationprogrammse and offeringswill
alsoalign with thevacancieshusprojected.

ServiceEnvironment and Culture

5.8. The primary goal of overhaulingthe service environmentand culture of schoolswill be to
maximize the ability of teachersto do their jobs effectively, and to ensurethat they are part of
vibrant, caring,andinclusivecommunitiesof teachersstudentsparentsprincipals andothersupport
staff, all of whomsharea commongoal:to ensurehatour childrenarelearning.

5.9. Thefirst requiremenin this directionwill beto ensuredecentandpleasanserviceconditionsat
schools. Adequateand safeinfrastructure jncluding working toilets, cleandrinking water,cleanand
attractive spaces,electricity, computhg devices, internet, libraries, and sports and recreational
resourcesvill be providedto all schoolsto ensurehatteacherandstudentsincluding childrenof all
gendersand childrenwith disabilities,receivea safe,inclusive, and effective learningenvironment
and are comfortableand inspiredto teachand learnin their schools.In-servicetraining will have
inputs on safety, health and environmentat workplace in schoolsto ensurethat all teachersare
sendtizedto theserequirements.

5.10. State/lUTGovernmentsnay adoptinnovativeformats,suchas schoolcomplex,rationalzation

of schools without in any way reducing accessibility for effective school governance,resource
sharing,and community building. The creationof schoolcomplees could go a long way towards
building vibrant teacher communities. The hiring of teachersto school complexes could

automatically createrelationshipsamong schoolsacrossthe school complex; it would also help

ensureexcellentsubjectwise distribution of teacherscreatinga more vibrant teacherknowledge
baseTeacherat very smallschoolswill notremainisolatedanylongerandmaybecomepartof and

work with larger school complexcommunities sharingbestpracticeswith eachotherand working

collaboratively to ensurethat all children are learning. School complexes could also share
counsellorstrainedsocial workers,technicaland maintenancestaff, etc. to further sypport teachers
andhelp createaneffectivelearningenvironment.

5.11. In collaboration with parentsand other key local stakeholdersteacherswill also be more
involved in the governanceof schools/schoolkcomplexes,including as membersof the School
ManagemenCommittees/SchodComplexManagemenCommittees.

5.12. To preventthe large amountsof time spentcurrently by teacherson nonteachingactivities
teacherswill not be engagedanylongerin work thatis not directly relatedto teaching;in partiaular,
teachersvill notbeinvolvedin strenuousdministrativeasksandmorethanarationalzed minimum
time for mid-day meal relatedwork, so that they may fully concentrateon their teachinglearning
duties.

5.13. To help ensurethat schoolshave postive learning environmentsthe role expectationsof
principals and teacherswill explicitly include developinga caring and inclusive culture at their
schoolsfor effectivelearningandthe benefitof all stakeholders

5.14.Teachersill begivenmoreautonomyin choosingaspectof pedagogysothatthey mayteach
in the mannerthey find mosteffectivefor the studentan their classroomsTeacherswill alsofocus
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on socioemotionallearning- a critical aspecbf any studentsolistic developmentTeacherswill be
recognizedor novelapproacheto teachingthatimprovelearningoutcomesn their classrooms.

Continuous ProfessionalDevelopment(CPD)

5.15. Teacherswill be given continuousopportunitiesfor selfimprovementandto learn the latest
innovationsandadvancesn their professionsThesewill be offeredin multiple modes,includingin
the form of local, regional, state, national, and internationalworkshopsas well as online teacher
developmenmodules Platforms(especiallyonline platforms)will be developedothatteachersnay
shareideasandbestpracticesEachteachemwill be expectedo participatein atleast50 hoursof CPD
opportunitieseveryyearfor their own professionablevelopmentdriven by their own interests CPD
opportunites will, in particular, systematicallycover the latest pedagogiesegardingfoundational
literacy and numeracy formative and adaptiveassessmentif learningoutcomesgcompetencybased
learning,andrelatedpedagogiessuchasexperientiallearning,artsintegrated sportsintegrated and
storytellingbasedapproachestc.

5.16. School Principals and school complex leaders will have similar modular
leadership/managementvorkshops and online development opportunities and platforms to
continuouslyimprove their own leadershipand managemenskills, and so that they too may share
bestpracticeswith eachother.Suchleaderswill alsobeexpectedo participatein 50 hoursor moreof
CPDmodulesperyear,coveringleadershimmndmanagementiswell ascontentandpedagogywith a
focuson preparingandimplementingpedagogicaplansbasedon competencybasededucation.

Career Managementand Progression(CMP)

5.17.Teachersloing outstandingvork mustbe recognizedand promoted,andgiven salaryraises to
incentvize all teachergo do their bestwork. Therefore,a robust merit-basedstructureof tenure
promotion,andsalarystructurewill be developedwith multiple levelswithin eachteacheistage that
incentivizes and recognizesoutstandingteachers A systen of multiple parametersfor proper
assessmertf performancevill be developedor the sameby State/UTGovernmentshatis basedon
peerreviews,attendancecommitment,hoursof CPD, and otherforms of serviceto the schooland
the communityor basedon NPSTgivenin Para5.20.In this Policy, in the contextof careers@enuré
refers to confirmation for permanentemployment, after due assessmenbf performanceand
contribution,while &enuretracldrefersto the periodof probationprecedingenure.

5.18. Further,it will be ensuredhat careergrowth (in termsof tenure,promotions,salaryincreases,
etc.)is availableto teacherswithin a single schoolstage(i.e., Foundational PreparatoryMiddle, or
Secondary)andthatthereis no careerprogressin-relatedincentiveto movefrom beingteachersn
early stagesto later stagesor vice versa(thoughsuchcareermovesacrossstageswill be allowed,
providedtheteachemasthe desireandqualificationsfor suchamove).This s to supportthefact tha
all stagesof school educationwill require the highestquality teachers,and no stage will be
considereanoreimportantthananyother.

5.19.Vertical mobility of teacherdasedon merit will alsobe paramountputstandingeacherswith
demongtated leadership and managemenskills would be trained over time to take on academic
leadershippositionsin schools,schoolcomplexesBRCs, CRCs,BITEs, DIETs aswell asrelevant
governmentlepartments.

ProfessionalStandards for Teachers

5.20. A common guiding set of National ProfessionalStandardsfor Teachers(NPST) will be
developediy 2022,by the National Council for TeacherEducationin its restructurechew form asa
ProfessionalStandard Setting Body (PSSB) under the General Education Council (GEC), in
consultationwith NCERT, SCERTSs teacherdrom acrosdevelsandregions,expertorganeationsin
teacherpreparationand developmentgexpertbodiesin vocationaleducation,and higher education
institutions. The standardsvould coverexpectationf the role of the teacherat different levels of
expertisedtage and the competenciesequiredfor that stage It will also comprisestandardsor
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performanceappraisalfor eachstage thatwould be carriedout on a periodicbasis. The NPST will
alsoinform the designof pre-serviceteachereducationprogrammesThis could be thenadoptedby
Statesand determineall aspectsof teachercareer managementjncluding tenure professional
developmentefforts, salary increasespromotions,and other recognitiors. Promotons and salary
increaseswill not occur basedon the length of tenureor seniority, but only on the basisof such
appraisal.The professionaktandardwill bereviewedandrevisedin 2030,andthereaftereveryten
years,on thebasisof rigorousempiricd analysisof the efficacy of the system.

Specialeducators

5.21.Thereis an urgentneedfor additionalspecialeducatordor certainareasof schooleducation.
Some examples of such specialist requirementsinclude subject teaching for children with
disabilitiesDivyang children at the Middle and Secondaryschool level, including teaching for
specificlearningdisabilities. Suchteachersvould requirenot only subjectteachingknowledgeand
understandin@f subjectrelatedaims of educaibn, but alsothe relevantskills for understandingf
special requirementsof children. Therefore, such areas could be developed as secondary
specializationsfor subject teachersor generalistteachers,during or after pre-service teacher
preparationThey will be offeredascertificatecoursesin the pre-serviceaswell asin-servicemode,
eitherfull time or as parttime/blendedcourses- again,necessarilyat multidisciplinary collegesor
universities.Greatersynergywill be enabledbetweenthe course curriculum of NCTE and RCI to
ensureadequatavailability of qualified specialeducatorsvho canhandlesubjectteachingaswell.

Approach to TeacherEducation

5.22.Recognizinghattheteacherswill requiretrainingin high-quality contentaswell aspedagogy,
teachereducationwill graduallybe movedby 2030into multidisciplinary collegesand universities.
As collegesand universitiesall move towards becomingmultidisciplinary, they will also aim to

houseoutstandingeducatiordepartmentshatoffer B.Ed.,M.Ed.,and Ph.D.degreesn education.

5.23. By 2030, the minimum degreequalification for teachingwill be a 4-year integratedB.Ed.
degreethat teachesa range of knowledge contentand pedagogyand includes strong practicum
training in the form of studentteachimy at local schools.The 2-yearB.Ed. programmeswill alsobe
offered, by the samemultidisciplinary institutions offering the 4-yearintegratedB.Ed., and will be
intendedonly for thosewho havealreadyobtainedBachelors@®egreesn otherspecializedsuljects.
TheseB.Ed. programmesnay also be suitably adaptedas 1-year B.Ed. programmesand will be
offered only to thosewho have completedthe equivalentof 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelorsd
Degreesor who haveobtaired a Mastefs degreen a specialy andwish to becomea subjectteacher
in thatspecialty All suchB.Ed.degreesvould be offeredonly by accreditednultidisciplinaryhigher
education institutions offering 4-year integrated B.Ed. programmes.Multidisciplinary higher
education institutions offering the 4-year in-class integrated B.Ed. programme and having
accreditationfor ODL may also offer high-quality B.Ed. programmesn blendedor ODL modeto
studentsn remoteor difficult-to-accesdocationsand alsoto in-serviceteachersavho are aiming to
enhanceheir qualification with suitablerobustarrangementfor mentoringandfor the practicum
trainingandstudeniteachingcomponent®f the programme.

5.24. All B.Ed.programmewwill includetrainingin time-testedaswell asthe mostrecer techniques
in pedagogy.including pedagogywith respectto foundationalliteracy and numeracy,multi-level

teachingandevaluation teachingchildrenwith disabilities,teachingchildrenwith specialinterestsor

talents use of educationaltechnology,and learnercenered and collaborativelearning. All B.Ed.

programmeswill include strong practicumtraining in the form of in-classroomteachingat local

schools. All B.Ed. programmeswill alsoemphasie the practiceof the FundamentaDuties (Article

51A) of theIndian Constitutionalongwith otherConstitutionalprovisionswhile teachingany subject
or performing any activity. It will also appropriately integrate environmental awarenessand
sensitivity towardsits conseration and sustainabledevelopment,so that environmenteducation
becomesnintegralpartof schoolcurricula.
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5.25. Specialshorterlocal teachereducationprogrammewwill alsobe availableat BITEs, DIETS, or
at schoolcomplexesthemselvedor eminentlocal personswvho can be hired to teach at schoolsor
schoolcomplexesas ndasterinstructor$) for the purposeof promotinglocal professionsknowledge,
andskills, e.g.,local art, music,agriculture businesssports carpentry andothervocationalcratts.

5.26.ShorterpostB.Ed. certification courseswill alsobe madewidely available,at multidisciplinary
collegesanduniversities to teachersvho may wish to moveinto morespecializedareasof teaching,
suchastheteachingof studentswith disabilities,or into leadershippnd managenentpositionsin the
schoolingsystem,or to move from one stageto anotherbetweenfoundational preparatorymiddle,

andsecondargtages.

5.27.1t is recognizedhat theremay be severalpedagogicahpproacheiternationallyfor teaching
particular subjects; NCERT will study, research,document,and compile the varied international
pedagogicabpproachegor teachingdifferent subjectsand makerecommendationsn what can be
learntandassimilatedrom theseapproachesto the pedagogieseingpracticedin India.

5.28.By 2021,a new and comprehensivéNationd Curriculum Frameworkfor TeacherEducation,
NCFTE 2021,will beformulatedby the NCTE in consultationrwith NCERT, basedon the principles
of this National EducationPolicy 202Q The frameworkwill be developedafter discussionith all

stakeholdersncluding State GovernmentsrelevantMinistries/Departmentsf Central Government
and variousexpertbodies,andwill be madeavailablein all regionallanguagesThe NCFTE 2021
will also factor in the requirementsof teachereducationcurricula for vocatioral education.The
NCFTEwill thereaftebe revisedonceevery5-10 yearshy reflectingthe changesn revisedNCFsas
well asemergingneedsn teachereducation.

5.29. Finally, in orderto fully restorethe integrity of the teachereducationsystem,stringentaction
will be takenagainstsubstandardgtandalone TeacherEducationinstitutions (TEIS) runningin the
country; including shuttingthemdown if required

6. Equitable and Inclusive Education: Learning for All

6.1. Educationis the single greates tool for achievingsocial justice and equality. Inclusive and
equitableeducation while indeedan essentiafoalin its own right - is alsocritical to achievingan
inclusive and equitablesociety in which every citizen has the opportunity to dream,thrive, and
contributeto the nation. The educationsystemmustaim to benefitIndia séchildren so that no child
losesany opportunityto learnandexcelbecausaf circumstancesf birth or background. This Policy
reaffirms that bridging the social categorygapsin accessparticipation,and learning outcomesin
school educationwill continueto be one of the major goals of all educationsectordevelopment
programmes. This Chaptermay be readin conjunctionwith Chapter14 which discussesnalogous
issuesof Equity andinclusionin Higher Education

6.2. While the Indian educationsystemand successivegovernmentpolicies have made steady
progresstowardsbridging genderand social categorygapsin all levels of schooleducationJarge
disparitiesstill remain - especiallyat the secondarylevel - particularly for sociceconomically
disadvantagedroupsthat havebeenhistorically underrepresenteid education SocicEconomicdy
Disadvantagedsroups(SEDGs)can be broadly categorizedhasedon genderidentities(particularly
female and transgendeindividuals), sociccultural identities (suchas ScheduledCastes,Scheduled
Tribes, OBCs, and minorities), geographicaldentities (suchas studentdrom villages, small towns,
andaspirationadistricts),disabilities(including learningdisabilities),andsociceconomicconditions
(suchas migrantcommunitiesJow incomehouseholdschildrenin vulnerablesituations,victims of
or children of victims of trafficking, orphansincluding child beggarsn urbanareasandthe urban
poor). While overallenrolmentsn schoolsdeclinesteadilyfrom Gradel to Gradel2, this declinein
enrolmentss significantly morepronouncedor manyof theseSEDGs, with evengreaterdeclinesfor
female studentswithin eachof theseSEDGsand often even steeperin higher education.A brief
statusoverview of the SEDGsthat comewithin sociacultural identitiesis given in following sub
sections.
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6.2.1 Accordingto U-DISE 201617 data,about19.6%o0f studentdelongto ScheduledCastesatthe
primary level, but this fraction falls to 17.3% at the higher secondaryevel. Theseenrolmentdrop-
offs aremore severefor ScheduledTribes studentg10.6%to 6.8%) and differently-abledchildren
(1.1%to 0.25%),with evengreaterdeclinesfor femalestudentswvithin eachof thesecategoriesThe
declinein enrolmenin highereducatioris evensteeper.

6.2.2 A multiplicity of factors,including lack of accesgo quality schools, poverty, social mores&

customsandlanguagehavehad a detrimentaleffect on ratesof enrolmentand retentionamongthe
ScheduledCastes.Bridging thesegapsin accessparticipation,andlearningoutcomesf children
belongingto Scheduld Casteswill continueto be oneof themajorgoals.Also, the Other Backward
Classes(OBCs) which have been identified on the basis of historically being socially and
educationallypbackwardalsoneedspecialfocus.

6.2.3 Tribal communities and children from  Scheduled Tribes also face
disadvantageat multiple levelsdueto varioushistoricalandgeographical factors. Children from
tribal communities often find their school educationirrelevant and foreign to their lives, both
culturally and academicallyWhile severalprogrammatidnterventionsto uplift childrenfrom tribal
communitiesare currentlyin place,andwill continueto be pursuedspecialmechamsms needto be
made to ensure that childrenbelonging to tribal communities
receivethe benefitsof theseinterventions.

6.2.4 Minorities are alsorelatively underrepresentdéd schoolandhighereducation.The Policy
acknowledgeghe importanceof interventionsto promote educationof children belongingto all
minority communitiesandparticularl thosecommunitieghatareeducationallyunderrepresented

6.2.5 The Policy also recognizesthe importanceof creatingenablingmechanismdor providing
Children With Special Needs(CWSN) or Divyang the same opportunitiesof obtaining quality
educatiam asanyotherchild.

6.2.6 Separatestrategieswill be formulatedfor focusedattentionon reducingthe social category
gapsin schooleducatiorasoutlinedin thefollowing subsections.

6.3 The critical problems and recommendationgegarding ECCE, foundational literacy and
numeracy accessenrolmentandattendanceliscussedn Chaptersli 3, are particularlyrelevantand
importantfor underrepresenteahddisadvantagedroups Therefore the measuregrom Chaptersli
3 will betargetedn aconcertedvay for SEDGs.

6.4. In addition, there have been various successfulpolicies and schemessuch as targeted
scholarships,conditional cash transfersto incentivize parentsto send their children to school,
providing bicyclesfor transportetc, that havesignificantly increasedarticipationof SEDGsin the
schooling systemin certain areas.These successfulpolicies and schemesmust be significantly
strengthenedcrosghe country.

6.5. It will also be essentialto take into accountresearchthat ascertainswhich measuresare
particularlyeffectivefor certainSEDGs.For example providing bicyclesandorganizingcycling and
walking groupsto provideaccesgo schoolhavebeenshownto be particularly powerful methodsin
increasingparticipationof femalestudents- evenat lesserdistances becausef the safetybenefits
and comfort to parentstha they provide. Oneon-one teachersand tutors, peer tutoring, open
schooling,appropriaténfrastructure andsuitabletechnologicainterventionso ensureacces canbe
particularly effectivefor certainchildrenwith disabilities.Schoolsproviding qudity ECCEreapthe
greatestdividends for children who come from families that are economically disadvantaged.
Meanwhile,counsellorsaand/orwell-trainedsocialworkersthatwork with andconnectwith students,
parentsschoolsandteachersn orderto improveattendancandlearningoutcomeshavebeenfound
to be especiallyeffectivefor childrenin urbanpoorareas.
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6.6. Data showsthat certaingeographicabreascontain significantly larger proportionsof SEDGs.
Also, there are geographicallocations that have beenidentified as Aspirational Districts which
requirespecialinterventionsfor promotingtheir educationatievelopmentHence,it is recommended
that regions of the countrywith large populationsfrom educationallydisadvantage EDGsshould
be declaredSpecialEducationZones(SEZs),whereall the schemesndpoliciesareimplementedo
the maximum through additional concertedefforts, in order to truly changetheir educational
landscape.

6.7.1t mustbe notedthatwomencut acrossall underrepesentedyroups,makingup abouthalf of all

SEDGs Unfortunately the exclusionandinequity that SEDGsfaceis only amplified for the women
in theseSEDGs.The pdicy additionally recognizeghe specialand critical role thatwomenplay in

societyandin shapingsocialmores;therefore providinga quality educatiorto girls is the bestway to

increasethe educationlevelsfor theseSEDGs,nhot just in the presentbut alsoin future generatios.
The policy thusrecommendshatthe policiesandschemeslesignedo include studentfrom SEDGs
shouldbe especiallytargetedowardsgirls in theseSEDGs.

6.8. In addition, the Governmentof India will constitutea éGendefinclusion Fund to build the
nation s@capacityto provide equitablequality educationfor all girls aswell astransgendestudents.
The fund will be availableto Statesto implementpriorities determinedby the Centralgovernment
critical for assistingfemale and transgenderchildren in gaining accessto education(such as the
provisionsof sanitationandtoilets, bicycles,conditionalcashtransfers etc.); fundswill alsoenable
Statesto supportand scale effective communitybasedinterventionsthat addesslocal context

specificbarriersto femaleandtransgendechildrerfs accesto andparticipationin educationSimilar

dnclusion Fundd schemesshall also be developedto addressanalogousaccessissuesfor other
SEDGs.In essencethis Policy aims to eliminate any remainingdisparity in accessto education
(including vocational education) for children from any gender or other sociceconomically
disadvantagedroup.

6.9. Freeboardingfacilities will be built - matchingthe standarcbf JawahamlNavodayaVidyalayas-
in schoollocaionswherestudentsmayhaveto comefrom far, andparticularlyfor studentsvho from
sociceconomically disadvantagedackgroundswith suitable arrangementdor the safety of all
children, especiallygirls. KasturbaGandhiBalika Vidyalayaswill be strengthenedand expandedo
increasethe participationin quality schools(up to Grade 12) of girls from sociceconomically
disadvantagetlackgroundsAdditional JawahaiNavodayaVidyalayasandKendriyaVidyalayaswill
be built arcund the country, especiallyin aspirationaldistricts, SpecialEducationZones,and other
disadvantagedreasto increasehigh-quality educationabpportunities Preschoolsectionscovering
at leastone year of early childhoodcare and educationwill be addedto Kendriya Vidyalayasand
otherprimary schoolsaroundthe nation,particularlyin disadvantagedreas.

6.10. Ensuringthe inclusion and equal participationof childrenwith disabilitiesin ECCE and the
schoolingsystemwill alsobe accordedhe highestpriority. Childrenwith disabilitieswill be enabled
to fully participatein the regularschoolingprocessrom the FoundationalStageto highereducation.
TheRightsof Personsvith Disabilities(RPWD) Act 2016definesinclusiveeducatiorasa 6 ystem of

educationwherein studentswith and without disabilitieslearn togetherand the systemof teaching
and learning is suitably adaptedto meet the learning needsof different types of studentswith

d i s a b.iThisiPolicyéssn&ompleteconsonancevith the provisionsof the RPWD Act 2016 and
endorsesall its recommendationsvith regardto school education.While preparingthe National
Curriculum Framework,NCERT will ensurethat consultationsare held with expertbodiessuchas
Nationallnstitutesof DEPwD.

6.11.To thisend,schools/schoatomplexeswill be providedresourcegor the integrationof children
with disabilities, recruitment of special educatorswith crossdisability training, and for the
establishmenof resourcecentreswhereverneeded especiallyfor childrenwith severeor multiple
disabilities.Barrierfreeaccesdor all childrenwith disabilitieswill be enabledasperthe RPWD Act.
Different categorie®f childrenwith disabilitieshavediffering needs Schoolsand schoolcomgdexes
will work andbe supportedor providing all childrenwith disabilitiesaccommodationand support
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mechanismdailored to suit their needsandto ensuretheir full participationand inclusionin the
classroomin particular,assistivedevicesandappopriatetechnologybasedools,aswell asadequate
and languageappropriateteachinglearning materials(e.g., textbooksin accessibldormatssuchas
large print andBraille) will be madeavailableto help childrenwith disabilitiesintegratemore easily
into classroomsand engagewith teachersand their peers.This will apply to all school activities
including arts, sports,and vocationaleducation.NIOS will develophigh-quality modulesto teach
Indian Sign Language,and to teach other basic subjectsusing Indian Sign Language.Adequate
attentionwill be paidto thesafetyandsecurityof childrenwith disabilities.

6.12. As per the RPWD Act 2016, children with benchmarkdisabilities shall have the choice of

regularor specialschooling.Resourcecentesin conjunctionwith specialeducatorswill supportthe
rehabilitationand educationalneedsof learnerswith severeor multiple disabilitiesand will assist
parents/guardians achievinghigh-quality homeschoolingandskilling for suchstudentsasnesded

Homebasededucationwill continueto be a choiceavailablefor childrenwith severeand profound
disabilities who are unableto go to schools.The children under homebasededucationmust be
treatedas equalto any other child in the generalsystem.There shall be an audit of homebased
education for its efficiency and effectivenessusing the principle of equity and equality of

opportunity. Guidelinesand standardfor homebasedschoolingshall be developedbasedon this
audit in line with the RPWD Act 2016. While it is clear that the educationof all children with

disabilities is the responsibility of the State, technologybased solutions will be used for the
orientationof parents/caregiveralongwith wide-scaledisseminatiorof learningmaterialsto enable
parents/caregiveis activelysupporttheirc h i | deareingrieasdswill beaccordedriority.

6.13.Most classroomdavechildrenwith specificlearningdisabilitieswho needcontinuoussupport.
Researchs clearthat the earlier suchsuppat begins, the betterthe chancesof progress.Teachers
must be helpedto identify suchlearningdisabilitiesearly and plan specifically for their mitigation.
Specific actionswill include the use of appropriatetechnologyallowing and enabling children to
work at their own pace,with flexible curriculato leverageeachc h i Istibrigthsand creatingan
ecosystemfor appropriateassessmenand certification. Assessmentand certification agencies,
including the proposednew National Assessmen€entre,PARAKH, will formulate guidelinesand
recommendappropriatetools for conductingsuchassessmenfrom the foundationalstageto higher
education(includingfor entranceexams)jn orderto ensuresquitableaccessandopportunitesfor all
studentswith learningdisabilities.

6.14. The awarenesand knowledgeof how to teachchildren with specific disabilities (including
learningdisabilities)will be anintegralpartof all teachereducationprogrammesalongwith gender
sensitzation and sensitzation towards all underrepresentedroups in order to reverse their
underrepresentation

6.15. Alternative forms of schools,will be encouragedo preservetheir traditions or alternative
pedagogicaktyles At the sametime, they will be supportedto integratethe subjectand learning
areasprescribedby the NCFSEinto their curriculain orderto reduceand eventuallyeliminatethe
underrepresentatioof children from these schoolsin higher education.In particular, financial
assistancavill be providedto introducescierce, mathematicssocial studies,Hindi, English, State
languagespr other relevantsubjectsin the curriculum, as may be desiredby theseschools.This
would enablechildrenstudyingin theseschoolgo attainthelearring outcomesiefinedfor Gradesli
12. Furthermore studentsin suchschoolswould be encouragedo appearfor Stateor other Board
examinationsand assessmentby the NTA, and thereby enroll in higher educationinstitutions.
Capacitiesof teacherdn the teachingof science mathematicslanguage,and social studieswill be
developedincluding orientationto new pedagogicalpractices.Libraries and laboratorieswill be
strengthenednd adequateeadingmaterialslike books,journals, etc., and other teachirg-learning
materialswill bemadeavailable.

6.16.Within SEDGs,andwith respecto all theabovepolicy points,specialattentionwill be givento
reducethe disparitiesin the educationatdevelopmenof ScheduledCastesand Scheduledlribes As
a partof the effortsto enhanceparticipaton in schooleducationspecialhostelsin dedicatedegions,
bridge courses,and financial assistanceghrough fee waivers and scholarshipswill be offered to
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talentedandmeritoriousstudentdrom all SEDGson a largerscale especiallyat the secondarnstage
of educationto facilitate their entryinto highereducation.

6.17.Underthe aegisof the Ministry of Defence,StateGovernmentsnay encouragepeningNCC
wings in their secondaryand higher secondaryschools,including thoselocatedin tribal dominated
areasThiswill enableharnessingf the naturaltalentanduniquepotentialof studentswhichin turn
would helpthemto aspireto a successfutareerin thedefenceorces.

6.18 All scholarshipsandotheropportunitiesandschemesvailableto studentsfrom SEDGswill be
coordinatedand announcedy a single agencyand websiteto ensurethat all studentsare awareof,
andmayapplyin a simplified manneron sucha &inglewindow systend asper eligibility .

6.19. All the abovepoliciesandmeasure areabsolutelycritical to attainingfull inclusionandequity
for all SEDGs- but they are not sufficient. What is alsorequiredis a changein schoolculture. All
participants in the school education system, including teachers, principals, administrates,
counsellors,and students,will be sensitizedto the requirementsof all students,the notions of
inclusionandequity,andthe respectdignity, andprivacy of all personsSuch aneducationatulture
will provide the bestpathwayto help studentshemme empoweredndividuals who, in turn, will
enablesocietyto transforminto onethatis responsibléowardsits mostvulnerablecitizens.Inclusion
and equity will becomea key aspect of teachereducation (and training for all leadership,
administrative,and other positionsin schools);efforts will be madeto recruit more high-quality
teacherandleaderdrom SEDGsin orderto bringin excellentrole modelsfor all students.

6.20. Studentswill be sensitizedthroughthis new school culture, broughtin by teacherstrained
social workers and counsellorsas well as through correspondingchangesto bring in an inclusive
schoolcurriculum. The schoolcurriculumwill include, early on, materialon humanvaluessuchas
respectfor all persons,empathy,tolerarce, humanrights, genderequality, nonviolence, global
citizenship,inclusion,andequity. It would alsoinclude more detailedknowledgeof variouscultures,
religions,languagesgenderidentities,etc. to sensitizeanddeveloprespecfor diversity. Any biases
and stereotypesn schoolcurriculumwill be removed,and more materialwill be includedthat is
relevantandrelatableto all communities.

7. Efficient Resourcingand Effective Governancethrough SchoolComplexes/Clusters

7.1. While the establishrent of primary schoolsin everyhabitationacrossthe country-driven by the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), now subsumedunder the SamagraShiksha Schemeand other
importantefforts acrossthe States- hashelpedto ensurenearuniversalaccesgo primary sctools, it
hasalsoled to the developmenbf numerousrery smallschools Accordingto U-DISE 2016 17 data,
nearly 28% of Indiads public primary schoos and 14.8%of India sGupperprimary schoolshaveless
than 30 students.The averagenumberof studentspe gradein the elementaryschoolingsystem
(primary andupperprimary,i.e., Gradesli 8) is about14, with a notableproportionhavingbelow6;
during the year2016 17, therewere 1,08,017singleteacherschools the majority of them (85743)
beingprimaryschoolsservingGradesli 5.

7.2. Thesesmallschoolsizeshaverenderedt economicallysuboptimalandoperationallycomplexto
run good schools,in termsof deploymentof teachersas well asthe provision of critical physical
resourcesTeachersoften teachmultiple gradesat a time, and teachmultiple subjects,including
subjectsin which they may haveno prior backgroundkey areassuchasmusic, arts, and sportsare
too often simply not taught; and physicalresourcessuch as lab and sportsequipmentand library
books,aresimply not availableacrossschools.

7.3. Theisolationof small schoolsalsohasa negativeeffect on educationandthe teachng-learning
process.Teacherdunction bestin communitiesand teams,and so do students.Small schoolsalso
presenta systemic challenge for governanceand management.The geographicaldispersion,
challengingaccessconditions,and the very large numbersof schoolsmakeit difficult to reachall

schoolsequally. Administrativestructureshavenot beenaligned with theincreasesn the numberof

schoolor with the unified structureof the SamagreshikshaScheme

28



National EducationPolicy 2020

7.4. Although consolidatiornof schoolsis an optionthatis oftendiscussedit mustbe carriedout very
judiciously, and only when it is ensuredtha thereis no impact on access Such measuresare
neverthelessikely to resultonly in limited consolidationandwould not solve the overall structual
problemandchallengegpresentedy thelargenumbersof smallschools.

7.5. Thesechallengeswill, by 2025,be addressedby State/UTgovernmentdy adoptinginnovative
mechanismgo group or rationalize schools. The objective behind this interventionwould be to
ensurehateveryschoolhas (a) adequatenumberof counsellors/trainedocialworkersandteachers
(sharedor otherwise)for teachingall subjectsincluding art, music science,sports, languages,
vocationalsubjectsetc; (b) adequateesoures(sharedor otherwise) suchasa library, scienceabs,
computerabs,skill labs,playgroundssportsequipmen@andfacilities, etc.;(c) a senseof community
is built to overcomethe isolation of teachers,students,and schools,through joint professional
developmenprogrammessharingof teachinglearningcontent,joint contentdevelopmentholding
joint activities suchasart and scienceexhibitions,sportsmeets,quizzesand debatesandfairs; (d)
cooperationand support acrossschoolsfor the educationof children with disabilities; and (€)
improvedgovernancef the schoolingsystemby devolvingall finer decisionsto Principals,teachers,
and other stakeholderswithin eachgroup of schoolsand treatingsucha group of schools,which
range from the foundationalstagethroughthe secondarystage,as an integratedsemiautonomous
unit.

7.6. Onepossble mechanisnfor accomplishinghe abovewould be the establishmentbf a grouping
structure called the school complex, consistingof one semndary school togetherwith all other
schoolsoffering lower gradesin its neighbourhoodncluding Anganwadisjn a radiusof five to ten
kilometers This suggestionwas first madeby the EducationCommission(1964 66) but was left

unimplemented.This Policy strongly endorsesthe idea of the school complex/clusterwherever
possible Theaim of the schoolcomplex/cluserwill be greateresourceefficiencyandmoreeffective
functioning,coordination)eadershipgovernanceandmanagemendf schoolsin thecluster.

7.7. The establishmenbf schoolcomplexes/clusterandthe sharingof resourcesacrosscomplexes
will havea numberof otherbenefitsasa consequencesuchasimprovedsupportfor childrenwith
disabilities,moretopic-centredclubsandacademi/sports/arts/crafteventsacrossschoolcomplexes,
better incorporation of art, music, language,vocational subgcts, physical education,and other
subjectdn the classroonthroughthe sharingof teachersn thesesubjectsncluding useof ICT tools
to conductvirtual classesbetterstudentsupport,enrolment attendanceandperformancehroughthe
sharingof sccial workers and counsellors,and School Complex ManagemeniCommittees(rather
than simply School Management Committees) for more robust and improved governance,
monitoring, oversight, innovations, and initiatives by local stakeholders.Building such large
communitiesof schools, school leaders,teachers,students,supporting staff, parents,and local
citizenswould energizeandempowetrthe schooling systemandin aresourceefficient manner.

7.8. The governanceof schoolswill also improve and becomefar more efficient with school
complexes/clusterd:irst, the DSE will devolveauthorityto the schoolcomplex/clusterwhich will
act as a semiautonomousunit. The District EducationOfficer (DEO) and the Block Education
Officers (BEO) will interactprimariy with eachschoolcomplex/clusteasa singleunit andfacilitate
its work. The complexitself will perform certaintasksdelegatedoy the DSE andwill dealwith the
individual schoolswithin it. The schoolcomplex/clustemwill be given significantautoromy by the
DSE to innovate towards providing integrated educationand to experimentwith pedagogies,
curriculum, etc., while adheringto the National Curricular Framework(NCF) and StateCurricular
Framework(SCF). Under this organization schoolswill gain in strength,will be able to exercise
greaterfreedom,and will contributetowardsmakingthe complexmore innovativeand responsive.
Meanwthile, the DSE will be able to focus on the aggregatdevel goalsthat needto be achieved,
improvingoverall systemeffectiveness.

7.9. The cultureof working to a plan, both shorttermandlong-term ones,will be developedhrough
such complexes/clustersSchoolswill developtheir plans (SDPs)with the involvementof their
SMCs. These plans will then becomethe basis for the creation of School Complex/Cluster
DevelopmentPlans (SCDPs). The SCDP will also involve the plans of all other institutions
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associateavith the schoolcomplex,suchasvocationaleducationinstitutions,andwill be createdby

the principals and teachersf the schoolcomplexwith the involvementof the SCMC and will be
made available publicly. The plans will include human resources Jearning resources,physical
resourcesand infrastructure improvementinitiatives, financial resourcesschool culture initiatives,
teaher developmentplans, and educationaloutcomes.It will detail the efforts to leveragethe
teachersand studentsacrossthe schoolcomplexto developvibrant learningcommunities. The SDP
and SCDPwill bethe primary mechanisnto align all stakeholdersf the school,includingthe DSE.
The SMC and SCMC will usethe SDP andSCDPfor oversightof the functioning and direction of

the schoolandwill assistin the executionof theseplans.The DSE, throughits relevantofficial, e.g.,
the BEO, will endorseand confirm the SCDP of eachschool complex. It will then provide the
resourcegfinancial, human,physical,etc.) necessaryo achievethe SCDPsboth shortterm (1-year)
andlongterm (3-5 years).It will alsoprovideall otherrelevantsupportto the schod complexeso

achieve the educationaloutcomes.The DSE and the SCERT may share specific norms (e.qg.,
financial, staffing, processlandframeworksfor developmenbf the SDPand SCDPwith all schools,
whichmayberevisedperiodically.

7.10. To further enhancecooperatiorand positive synergyamongschools,including betweenpublic
andprivateschoolsthetwinning/pairingof onepublic schoolwith oneprivateschoolwill beadopted
acrossthe country, so that such pairedschoolsmay meet/interactvith each other, learnfrom each
other, and also shareresourcesijf possible.Best practicesof private schoolswill be documented,
sharedandinstitutionalizedin public schools andvice versawherepossible.

7.11. Every State will be encouragedto strengtlen existing or establishfiBal B h a v amhesed
children of all agescanvisit oncea week (e.g.,on weekends)r more often, as a specialdaytime
boarding school, to partakein artrelated, careefrelated, and play-related activities. Such Bal
Bhavansmaybeincorporatedasa partof schoolcomplexes/clusteri§ possible.

7.12. The schoolshouldbe a point of celebrationrand honourfor the whole community. The dignity
of the schoolasaninstitution shouldbe restoredandimportantdates suchasthe foundaton day of
the school,will be celebratedalongwith the community and the list of importantalumni may be
displayedandhonoured Furthermorethe un-utilized capacityof schoolinfrastructurecould be used
to promotesocial, intellecdual, and volunteer activities for the community and to promote social
cohesiorduringnonteaching schoolinghoursandmaybeusedasafi S a m&@hHethaK e ndr a o .

8. Standard-setting and Accreditation for SchoolEducation

8.1. The goal of the schooleducaion regulatorysystemmustbe to continuallyimprove educational
outcomesjt mustnot overly restrictschools preventinnovation,or demoralizeteachersprincipals,
and studentsAll in all, regulationmustaim to empover schoolsand teacherswith trug, enabling
themto strive for excellenceandperformat their very best,while ensuringthe integrity of the system
through the enforcementof complete transparencyand full public disclosureof all finances,
proceduresand educationabutcomes.

8.2. At present,all main functionsof governanceand regulationof the schooleducationsystem-
namely,the provisionof public educationthe regulationof educationinstitutions,and policymaking
- arehandledby a single body, i.e., the Departmeniof SchoolEducationor its arms.This leadsto
conflict of interestsand excessivecentralizedconcentrationof power;it also leadsto ineffective
managemenbf the schoolsystem,as efforts towardsquality educationaprovision are often diluted
by thefocusonthe otherroles,particularlyregulation thatthe Department®f SchoolEducationalso
perform.

8.3. Thecurrentregulatoryregimealsohasnot beenableto curbthe commercialzationandeconomic
exploitationof parentsby many for-profit private schools,yet at the sametime it hasall too often

inadvertentlydiscouragegublic-spirited private/philanthropischools.Therehasbeenfar too much
asymmetnbetweertheregulatoryapproacheso public andprivateschoolseventhoughthe goalsof

bothtypesof schoolsshouldbethe sameto providequality education.
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8.4. The public educationsystemis the foundationof a vibrantdemocraticsociety,andthe way it is

run must be transformedand invigorated in order to achievethe highestlevels of educational
outcomesfor the nation. At the sametime, the private/philanthropicschool sector must also be

encourage@ndenabledo play a significantandbeneficialrole.

8.5. The key principles and recommendationsf this Policy regading the State school education
system the independentesponsibilitieswithin that system andthe approacho its regulationare as
follows:

(a) TheDepartmenbf SchoolEducationwhich is the apexstatelevel bodyin schooleducation,
will be responsibleor overall monitoring and policymaking for continualimprovementof
the public educationsystem;it will not be involved with the provision and operationof
schoolsor with theregulationof schools,jn orderto ensureduefocuson the improvemeniof
public schoolsandto eliminateconflict of interests

(b) The educationaloperationsand service provision for the public schooling systemof the
whole Statewill be handledby the Directorateof SchoolEducation(including the offices of
the DEO and BEO, etc.); it will work independentlyto implement policies regarding
educationabperationsandprovision.

(c) An effectivequality self-regulationor accreditatiorsystemwill beinstitutedfor all stagesof
educationincluding pre-school education- private, public, and philanthropic- to ensure
conmpliancewith essentiafjuality standardsTo ensurghatall schals follow certainminimal
professionaknd quality standardsStates/UTawill setup an independentStatewide, body
calledthe StateSchoolStandardAuthority (SSSA. The SSSAwill estabish a minimal set
of standardbasedon basicparametergnamely,safety,security,basicinfrastructure number
of teachersacrosssubjectsandgradesfinancial probity, andsoundprocessesf governance),
which shall be followed by all schools.The framework for theseparametersill be created
by the SCERTIn consutationwith variousstakeholdersespeciallyteacherandschools.

Transparenpublic self-disclosureof all the basicregulatoryinformation,aslaid downby the
SSSA,will be usedextensiely for public oversightand accountability.The dimensionson
which information hasto be self-disclosed andthe format of disclosurewill be decidedby
the SSSAin accordancewith global best practicesfor standaresetting for schools.This
informationwill haveto be madeavailableandkeptupdatedandaccurateby al schools,on
the aforementionegublic websitemaintainedby the SSSAand on the school$ websites
Any complaintsor grievancesfrom stakeholdersor othersarising out of the information
placedin the public domain shall be adjudicatedby the SSSA. Feedack from randomly
selectedstudentswill be solicited online to ensurevaluable input at regular intervals.
Technologywill be employedsuitablyto enaire efficiency andtransparacy in all work of
the SSSA This will bring downsignificantlythe heavyload of regulatorymandategurrently
borneby schools

(d) Academicmattersjncludingacademicstandardsndcurriculain the Statewill beled by the
SCERI (with close consultationand collaboration with the NCERT), which will be
reinvigoratedas an institution The SCERTwill developa School Quality Assessmenand
Accreditation Framework(SQAAF) throughwide consultationswith all stakeholdersThe
SCERT will also lead a fichangemanagemenp r o ¢ frstisedeinvigoraton of CRCs,
BRCs,andDIETs which mustchangethe capacityandwork culture of theseinstitutionsin 3
years,developingthem into vibrant institutions of excellence Meanwhile, certification of
competencief studentsat the schoolleaving stagewill be handledby the Boards of
AssessmeWExaminationin eachState.

8.6. The culture, structuresand systemsthat empowerand provide adequateesourcego schools,
institutions, teachers officials, communities,and other stakeholderswill also build concomitant
accountability. Each stakeholderand participant of the educationsystemwill be accountableto
perform their role with the highestlevel of integity, full commitment and exemplarywork ethic.
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Eachrole of the systemwill haveexplicitly articulatedrole expectationsandrigorousassessmeruf
their performancevis-avis these expectations.The assessmensystem will be objective and
developmentdy oriented,while ensuringaccountabilly. It will havemultiple sourcesof feedback
andassessmento ensurea full view of the performancgandwill not just be linked simplistically,
e.g., to dnark® of students. The assessmenwill recognizethat outcomessuch as educational
attainmentof studentshave multiple interveningvariablesand extraneoudnfluences.It will also
recognizethat educationrequiresteamwork particularly at the level of the school. Promotion,
recognition,and accountabilityof all individualswill be basedon suchperformanceassessmenAll
functionarieswill be responsibleto ensurethat this developmentperformance and accountability
systemis run with highintegrity, andsystematicallywithin their spanof control.

8.7. Public and private schools(exceptthe schoolsthat are managed/aided/controllday the Central
government)will be assessedind accreditedon the same criteria, benchmarks,and processes,
emphasizingnline andoffline public disclosue andtransparencysoasto ensurethat public-spirited
private schoolsare encouragednd not stifled in any way. Private philanthropicefforts for quality
educationwill be encouraged thereby affirming the public-good nature of education- while
protecting parentsand communitiesfrom arbitraryincreasesn tuition fees.Public disclosureon the
schoolwebsiteandon the SSSAwebsite- for both public andprivate schools- would include (at the
very least)information on the numbersof classroomsstudents,and teacherssubjectstaught,any
fees, and overdl studentoutcomeson standardizecevaluationssuch as the NAS and SAS. For
schoolscontrolled/managed/aideloly the Central governmentthe CBSE in consultationwith the
MHRD shall preparea framewak. All the educationinstitutionswill be heldto similar standardof
auditanddisclosureasa 'notfor-profit' entity. Surplusesif any,will bereinvestedn the educational
sector.

8.8. The standareketting/regulatoryframework and the facilitating systemsfor school regulation,
accreditationandgoverranceshall be reviewedto enableimprovementsn the basisof thelearnings
andexperiencegainedin thelastdecadeThis reviewwill aimto ensurehatall studentsparticularly
students from underprivilegedand disadvantagedectionsshall haveuniversal, free andcompulsory
accessto high-quality and equitable schooling from early childhood care and education(age 3

onwards)hroughhighersecondaryeducation(i.e., until Gradel2). The overemphasisn inputs,and
the mechanisticnatureof their spedfications i physical and infrastructurali will be changedand
requirementsnademore responsiveo realitieson the ground, e.g, regardingland areasand room

sizes practicalitiesof playgroundsn urbanareasgetc. Thesemandatesvill be adjustedandloosened,
leaving suitableflexibility for eachschoolto makeits own decisionsbasedon local needsand
constraintsyhile ensuringsafety,security,anda pleasantandproductivelearring space Educational
outcomesand the transparentisclosureof all financial, academicand operationalmatterswill be
givendueimportanceandwill beincorporatedsuitablyin theassessmertf schools.Thiswill further
improve India's progresstowards achieving SustainableDevelopmentGoal 4 (SDG4) of ensuring
free, equitable andquality primary andsecondaryeducatiorfor all children.

8.9. The aim of the public-schooleducationsystemwill beto impartthe highestquality educatiorso
that it becomes the most attractive option for parentsfrom all walks of life for educatingtheir
children

8.10. For a periodic thealthcheckupd of the overall system,a samplebasedNational Achievement
Survey (NAS) of studentlearning levels will be carried out by the proposednew National
Assessmententre PARAKH with suitablecooperatiorwith othergovernmentabodies suchasthe
NCERTi thatmayassisin assessmemmroceduregaswell asdataanalysisTheassessmentill cover
studentsacrosggovernmentaswell asprivateschools. Stateswill alsobeencouragedo conducttheir
own censushased State AssessmeniSurvey (SAS), the results of which will be usedonly for
developmentalpurposes,public disclosureby schools of their overall and anonymizedstudent
outcomesandfor continuousimprovementof the schooleducationsygem. Until the establishment
of the proposednew National AssessmenCentre PARAKH, NCERT may continueto carry out
NAS.
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8.11. Finally, the children and adolescent&nrolledin schoolsmust not be forgottenin this whole
process;after all, the schoolsygem is designedfor them. Careful attentionmust be paid to their
safetyandrights- particularly girl children - and the variousdifficult issuesfaced by adolescents,
suchassubstancer drug abuseandforms of discriminationandharassmenncludingviolence with
clear, safe, and efficient mechanismdgor reportingand for due processon any infractions against
childrerts/adolescenésrights or safety. The developmentof such mechanismghat are effective,
timely, andwell-knownto all stucentswill beaccordechigh priority.

Part Il. HIGHER EDUCATION

9. Quality Universities and Colleges: A New and Forward-looking Vision for India&
Higher Education System

9.1. Highereducatiorplaysanextremelyimportantrole in promotinghumanaswell associetalwell -

being and in developingIndia as envisionedin its Constitution - a democratic,just, socially-

conscious,cultured, and humanenation upholding liberty, equality, fraternity, and justice for all.

Higher education significantly contributes towards sustanable livelihoods and economic
developmenbf the nation. As India movestowardsbecominga knowledgeeconomyand society,
moreandmoreyounglndiansarelikely to aspirefor highereducation.

9.1.1 Given the 21% century requirements quality higher education must aim to developgood,
thoughtful,well-rounded,andcreativeindividuals. It mustenableanindividual to studyoneor more
specializedareasof interestat a deeplevel, and also developcharactergthicaland Constitutional
values, intelledual curiosity, scientific temper, creativity, spirit of sewice, and 215 century
capabilities acrossa range of disciplines including sciences,social sciences,arts, humanities,
languagesas well as professionaltechnical,and vocational subjects.A quality higher education
must enable personalaccomplishmentand enlightenment,constructive public engagementand
productivecontributionto the society.It must preparestudentsfor more meaningfuland satisfying
lives andwork rolesandenableeconomidndependence.

9.1.2 Forthe purposeof developingholistic individuals, it is essentiathatanidentified setof skills
andvalueswill beincorporatedat eachstageof learning,from pre-schoolto highereducation.

9.13. At thesocietallevel, highereducatiormustenablethe developmenbdf anenlightenedsccially
consciousknowledgeableandskilled nationthat canfind andimplementrobustsolutionsto its own
problems.Higher educationmust form the basisfor knowledgecreation and innovation thereby
contributingto a growing nationaleconomy.The purposeof quality higher educationis, therefore,
more thanthe creationof greateropportunitiesfor individual employment It representghe key to
more vibrant, socially engaged,cooperative communites and a happier, cohesive, cultured,
productive jnnovative, progressiveandprosperougation.

9.2. Someof themajorproblemscurrentlyfacedby the highereducatiorsystemin Indiainclude:

(a) aseverelyfragmentechighereducationakécosystem

(b) lessemphasison the developmenbf cognitiveskills andleaming outcomes;

(c) arigid separationof disciplines,with early specialisationand streamingof studentsinto
narrowareasof study;

(d) limited accessparticularly in sociceconomicallydisadvantagedrea, with few HEIls that
teachin locallanguages

(e) limited teachemndinstitutionalautonomy;

(f) inadequatemechanismdor merit-basedcareermanagemenand progressiorof faculty and
institutionalleaders;

(g) lesseremphasion researchat mostuniversitiesand caleges,andlack of competitivepeer
reviewedresearchundingacrosdisciplines;

(h) suboptimalgovernanceandleadershipf HEIS;

() anineffectiveregulatorysystemand

() largeaffiliating universitiesresultingin low standardef undergraduateducation.
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9.3. This policy envisionsa completeoverhauland re-energisingof the higher educationsystemto
overcomethese challengesand thereby deliver high-quality higher eduation, with equity and
inclusion Thepolicyds vision includesthefollowing key changsto the currentsystem:

(a) moving towards a higher educational system consisting of large, multidisciplinary
universitiesand colleges,with at leastone in or nearevery district, and with more HEIls
acrosdndia thatoffer mediumof instructionor progranmesin local/Indianlanguags;

(b) movingtowardsa moremultidisciplinaryundergraduateducation;

(c) movingtowardsfaculty andinstitutionalautonomy;

(d) revamping curriculum, pedagogy,assessmentand studentsupportfor enhancedstudent
experiences;

(e) reaffirming the integrity of faculty and institutional leadershippositions through merit-
appointmentandcareerprogressiorbasedn teachingyesearchandservice;

(f) establishmenof a NationalResearch-oundatiorto fund outstandingpeerreviewedresearch
andto activelyseedresearchin universitiesandcolleges;

(g9) governance of HEIs by high qualified independent boards having academic and
administrativeautonomy;

(h) Alightbutt i grégtlaiionby asingleregulatorfor highereducation

() increasedaccess,equily, and inclusion through a range of measuresjncluding greater
opportunities for outstanding public education; scholarships by private/philanthropic
universitiesfor disadvantagedand underprivilegedstudents online education,and Open
Distance Learning (ODL); and all infrastructure and learning materials accessibleand
availableto learnerswith disabilities.

10. Institutional Restructuring and Consolidation

10.1. The mainthrustof this policy regardinghighereducationis to endthe fragmentatiorof higher
educationby transforming higher educationinstitutions into large multidisciplinary universities,
colleges,andHEI clusters/Knowledgélubs,eachof which will aim to have3,0000r more students.
This would help build vibrant communitiesof scholas and peers,breakdown harmful silos, enable
studentgo becomewell-roundedacrossdisciplinesincluding artistic, creative,and analytic subjects
aswell assports, developactiveresearcltommunitiesacrossdisciplinesincluding crossdisciplinary
resarch andincreaseaesourceefficiency, bothmaterialandhuman acrosshighereducation.

10.2. Moving to large multidisciplinary universities and HEI clusters is thus the highest
recommendatiorof this policy regardingthe structure of higher education.The ancient Indian
universitiesTakshashilaNalanda,Vallabhi, and Vikramshila, which hadthousand®f studentdrom
India andthe world studyingin vibrant multidisciplinaryenvironmentsamply demonstratethe type
of greatsuccesghat large multidisciginary researchand teachinguniversitiescould bring. India
urgently needsto bring back this great Indian tradition to create well-rounded and innovative
individuals,andwhichis alreadytransformingothercountrieseducationallyandeconomically.

10.3. This vision of higher education will require, in particular, a new conceptual
perception/understandirigr whatconstitutesa highereducatiorinstitution(HEI), i.e., a universityor

a college. A university will meana multidisciplinary institution of higher learning that offers
undergraduateand graduateprogrammeswith high quality teaching, research,and community
engagementThe definition of university will thusallow a spectrumof institutionsthat rangefrom

thosethat placeequalemphasin teaching andresearch.e., ResearchntensiveUniversities those
that placegreateremphasion teachingbut still conductsignificantresearch.e. Teachingintensive
Universities Meanwhile, an Autonomous degreegranting College (AC) will refer to a large

multidisciplinary institution of higher learningthat grantsundergraduatelegreesandis primarily

focusedon undergraduatéeachingthoughit would not be restrictedto that and it neednot be
restrictedo thatandit would generallybe smallerthanatypical university.

10.4. A stagewise mechanismfor granting gradedautonomyto colleges,through a transparent
system of graded accreditation,will be established.Colleges will be encouraged,mentored,
supportedandincentivizedto graduallyattainthe minimum benchmarksequired for eachlevel of
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accreditationOver a period of time, it is envisagedhat every collegewould developinto eitheran
Autonomousdegreegranting College, or a constituentcollege of a university - in the latter case,it
would be fully a partof the university. With appropriateaccreditationsAutonomousdegreegranting
Collegescouldevolveinto Researchintensiveor TeachingintensiveUniversities,if theysoaspire.

10.5.1t mustbe clearly statedthatthesethreebroadtypesof institutionsarenotin any naturalway a
rigid, exclusionarycategorization but are along a continuum.HEIs will have the autonomyand
freedom to move gradually from one categoryto another, basedon their plans, actions, and
effectivenessThe most salient markerfor thesecategoriesof institutionswill be the focus of their
goalsandwork. The AccreditationSystemwill developanduseappropriatelydifferentandrelevant
norms acrossthis rangeof HEIs. However, the expectationsof high quality of education,and of
teachinglearning,acrossall HEIswill bethesame.

10.6. In additionto teachingandresearchHEIs will haveother crucial responsibilitieswhich they
will dischargethroughappropriateresourcingincentives,and structures. Theseinclude supporting
otherHElIls in their developmentcommunityengagemenand service,contributionto variousfields
of practice faculty developmentor the highereducatiorsystem andsupportto schooleducation.

10.7. By 2040, all higher educationinstitutions (HEIs) shall aim to become multidisciplinary
institutionsand shall aim to havelarger studentenrolmentspreferablyin the thousandsfor optimal
use of infrastructureand resourcesand for the creationof vibrant multidisciplinary communites.
Sincethis procesawill taketime, all HEIs will firstly planto becomemultidisciplinaryby 2030,and
thengraduallyincreasestudentstrengthto the desiredevels.

10.8. More HElIs shall be establishedand developedin underservedegionsto ensurefull access,
equity, and inclusion. There shall, by 2030, be at leastone large multidisciplinary HEI in or near
everydistrict. Stepsshall be takentowardsdevelopinghigh-quality highereducationinstitutionsboth
public and privatethat havemediumof instrudion in local/Indianlanguage®r bilingually. The aim
will be to increasethe GrossEnrolmentRatio in higher educationincluding vocationaleducation
from 26.3%(2018)to 50% by 2035 While a numberof new institutionsmay be developedo attain
thesegoals, a large part of the capacitycreationwill be achievedby consolidating substantially
expandingandalsoimprovingexistingHEIs.

10.9.Growthwill bein both public and privateinstitutions,with a strongemphasison developinga

large number of outstandingpublic institutions. There will be a fair and transparentsystemfor

determiningincreasedevels of public funding supportfor public HEIs. This systemwill give an

equitableopportunityfor all public institutionsto grow anddevelop,andwill bebasedntransparent,
pre-announcedcriteria from within the accreditationnorms of the Accreditation System.HEIs

delivering educationof the highest quality as laid down in this Policy will be incentivized in

expandingheir capacity

10.10. Institutions will have the option to run Open Distance Learning (ODL) and online
programmesprovided they are accreditedto do so, in orderto enhancetheir offerings, improve
accessincreaséGER,andprovideopporturities for lifelong learning(SDG 4). All ODL programmes
andtheir componentseadingto any diplomaor degreewill be of standardeindquality equivalentto
the highestquality programmesun by the HEIs on their campusesTop institutions accreditedfor
ODL will be encouragedind supportedo develophigh-quality online courses Suchquality online
coursewill besuitablyintegratednto curriculaof HEIs, andblendedmodewill bepreferred

10.11.SinglestreamHEIs will be phasedut overtime, andall will movetowardsbecomingvibrant
multidisciplinaryinstitutionsor partsof vibrantmultidisciplinaryHEI clusters,n orderto enableand
encouragehigh-quality multidisciplinary and crossdisciplinary teachingand researchacrossfields.
SinglestreamHEIs will, in particular,add departmets acrossdifferent fields that would strengthen
the singlestreamthatthey currentlyserve.Throughthe attainmenbf suitableaccreditationsall HEIs
will graduallymove towardsfull autonomy- academicand adminstrative - in orderto enablethis
vibrant culture. The autonomyof public institutions will be backedby adequatepublic financial
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supportandstability. Privateinstitutionswith a public-spiritedcommitmentto high-quality equitable
educatiorwill beencouraged

10.12. The new regulatory system envisionedby this Policy will foster this overall culture of

empowermenandautonomyto innovate including by graduallyphasingout the systemof éffiliated

college$overa periodof fifteen yearsthrougha systemof gradedautonomy andto be carriedout in

a challengemode.Eachexistingaffiliating universitywill be responsiblgor mentoringits affiliated

collegesso that they can developtheir capabilitiesand achiexe minimum benchmarksn academic
and curricular matters; teaching and assesment; governancereforms; financial robustness;and

administrativeefficiency. All collegescurrently affiliated to a university shall attain the required
benchmarksover time to securethe prescribedaccreditationbenchmarksand eventually become
autononous degreegranting colleges This will be achievedthrough a concertednational effort

including suitablementoringandgovernmentasupportfor thesame.

10.13. The overall higha educationsectorwill aim to be an integratedhigher educationsystem,
including professionaland vocational education. This Policy and its approachwill be equally
applicableto all HEIs acrossall currentstreamswhich would eventuallymergeinto one coherent
ecosystenof highereducation.

10.14. University, worldwide, meansa multidisciplinary institution of higher learning that offers
undergraduategraduate and Ph.D programmesand engagesn high-quality teachingandresearch.

The presentcomplex nomenclatureof HEIs in the country such as @deemedto beuni ver si tyo
o0 aliathgu ni ved ai t ytéchnadlunivesity',6 u n iutnai rvyeshall beteplacedsimply

by 'university'onfulfilling thecriteriaaspernorms.

11. Towards a More Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education

11.1.India hasa long tradition of holistic and multidisciplinary learning,from universitiessuchas
Takshashilaand Nalanda,to the extensiveliteraturesof India combining subjectsacrossfields.

Ancient Indian literary works such as B a n a b h Katambad describeda good educationas
knowledgeof the 64 Kalaasor arts; and amongthese64 d@rt were not only subjects suchas
singing and painting, but also &cientific ields, suchas chemistryand mathematicsévocationald
fields suchascarpentryandclothesmaking, gorofessionaffields, suchasmedicineandengineering,
as well as soft skillsd such as communication,discussion,and debate.The very idea that all

branche®of creative human endeavour includng mathematics, science, vocational subjects,
professionakubjects,and sdt skills shouldbe consideredarts hasdistinctly Indian origins. This

notionof a kéowledgeof manyarthor whatin moderntimesis often calledthe diberal art€(i.e., a
liberal notion of the arts) must be brought back to Indian education,as it is exactly the kind of

educatiorthatwill berequiredfor the 215 century

11.2.Assessmentsf educationabpproaches undergraduateducatiorthatintegratethe humanities
andartswith Science,Technology EngineeringandMathematic{STEM) haveconsistentlyshowed
positive learning outcomes,including increasedcreativity and innovation, critical thinking and
higherorderthinking capacitiesproblemsolvingabilities, teamwork,communicatiorskills, morein-
depthlearningand masteryof curriculaacrossfields, increasesn socialand moral awarenessgtc.,
besidesgeneralengagemenand enjoymentof learning. Researchs also improved and enhanced
througha holistic andmultidisciplinaryeducatiorapproach.

11.3.A holistic andmultidisciplinaryeducationwould aim to developall capacitief humanbeings
-intellectual, aesthetic,social, physical, emotional,and moral in an integratedmanner.Such an
educationwill help developwell-roundedindividualsthat possesgritical 21stcenturycapacitie in
fields acrossthe arts, humanities,languagessciencessocial sciencesand professional technical,
andvocationalfields; an ethic of socialengagementsoft skills, suchas communicationdiscussion
anddebate;andrigorousspecializatiornin a chosenfield or fields. Sucha holistic educatiorshall be,
in the long term, the approachof all undergraduat@rogrammesjncluding thosein professional,
technicalandvocationaldisciplines.
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11.4.A holistic andmultidisciplinary educationasdescribedso beautifully in India sgpast,is indeed
what is neededfor the educationof India to lead the country into the 21st centuryand the fourth
industrialrevolution.Evenengineeringnstitutions suchaslITs, will movetowardsmoreholistic and
multidisciplinary educatiorwith more artsand humanities Studentsof artsandhumanitieswill aim
to learn more scienceand all will make an effort to incorporatemore vocationalsubjectsand soft
skills.

11.5. Imaginativeandflexible curricular structureswill enablecreativecombinationsof disciplines
for study, and would offer multiple entry and exit points, thus removing currently prevalentrigid
boundariesandcreatingnew possibilitiesfor life-long learning.Graduatdevel, masteés anddoctoral
educatim in large multidisciplinary universities, while providing rigorous researcthased
specializationwould also provide opportunitiesfor multidisciplinary work, including in academia,
governmentandindustry.

11.6. Large multidisciplinary universitiesand collegeswill facilitate the move towardshigh-quality
holistic and multidisciplinary education.Flexibility in curriculum and novel and engagingcourse
optionswill beon offer to studentsin additionto rigorousspecializatiorin a subjector subjectsThis
will be encouragedy increasedfaculty and institutional autonomyin setting curricula. Pedagogy
will havean increasecemphasison communicationdiscussiondebate researchand opportunities
for crossdisciplinaryandinterdisciplinarythinking.

11.7. Departmentsin LanguagesLiterature, Music, Philosophy, Indology, Art, Dance, Theatre,
Education, Mathematics, Statistics, Pure and Applied Sciences,Sociology, Economics, Sports,

Translationand Interpretation,and other such subjectsneededfor a multidisciplinary, stimulating

Indian educdion and environmentwill be establishedand strengthenedt all HEIs. Creditswill be

givenin all Bachelots Degreeprogrammedor thesesubjectsf theyaredonefrom suchdepartments
or throughODL modewhentheyarenot offeredin-classat the HEI.

11.8. Towardsthe attainmentof such a holistic and multidisciplinary education,the flexible and
innovative curricula of all HEIs shall include creditbasedcoursesand projectsin the areasof
community engagemen and service, environmental education, and valuebased education.
Environmenteducationwill include areassuch as climate change,pollution, waste management,
sanitation conservatiorof biological diversity, managemendf biological resourcesandbiodiversity,
forestandwildlife conservationand sustainablelevelopmengandliving. Value-basededucationwill
includethe developmenbf humanistic,ethical, Constitutional,and universalhumanvaluesof truth
(satyd, righteousconduct(dharmg, peace(shanti), love (pren), nonviolence(ahimsg, scientific
temper citizenshipvalues,andalsolife-skills; lessonsn sevdserviceandparticipationin community
service programmeswill be consideredan integral part of a holistic education.As the world is
bemming increasingly interconnectd, Global Citizenship Education (GCED), a responseto
contemporaryglobal challengeswill be providedto empowerlearnersto becomeaware of and
understandlobalissuesandto becomeactivepromotersof morepeacefultolerant,inclusive,secure,
andsugainablesocietiesFinally, aspartof a holistic educationstudentsatall HEIs will be provided
with opportunitiesfor internshipswith local industry, businessesartists,crafts personsetc.,aswell
asresearchntemshipswith faculty andresearchrsat their own or other HEIs/researchnstitutions,
so that studentamay actively engagewith the practicalside of their learningand, as a by-product,
furtherimprovetheiremployability.

11.9. The structure and lengths of degree programmesshall be adusted accordingly. The
undergraduat@egreewill be of either 3 or 4-year duration,with multiple exit optionswithin this
period,with appropriatecertifications e.g.,a certificateafter completingl yearin a disciplineor field
including vocationaland professionalareas or a diploma after 2 yearsof study, or a Bachelorsd
degreeaftera 3-yearprogrammeThe4-yearmultidisciplinaryBachelor'sprogrammehowever shall
be the preferredoption sinceit allows the oppotunity to experiencehe full range of holistic and
multidisciplinary educationn additionto a focuson the chosenmajor andminorsasper the choices
of the student An AcademicBank of Credit (ABC) shall be establishedvhich would digitally store
the academiccreditsearnedfrom various recognizedHEls so that the degreefrom an HEI canbe
awardedtaking into accountcreditsearned.The 4-year programmemay alsoleadto a degreedwith
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Researc@if the studentcompletesa rigorous researchprojectin their major area(s)of study as
specified by the HEI.

11.10.HEIswill havetheflexibility to offer differentdesignsof Mastefs programmesfa) theremay
be a 2-year programmewith the secondyear devotedentirely to researchfor those who have
completedthe 3-year Bachelorsbprogramme (b) for studentscompleting a 4-year Bachelorsd
programmewith Researchthere could be a 1-year Mastefs programme;and (c) there may be an
integrated 5-year Bachelofs/Masteés programme.Undertaking a Ph.D. shall require either a
Mastefs degreeor a 4-year Bachelofs degreewith Research.The M.Phil. programmeshall be
discontinued.

11.11.Model public universitiesfor holistic and multidisciplinary educationat par with 1ITs, [IMs,
etc., called MERUSs (Multidisciplinary Educationand ResearchJniversities)will be setup andwill
aim to attain the highestglobal standardsn quality education.They will also help setthe highest
standardg$or multidisciplinaryeducatioracrosdndia.

11.12. HEIs will focus on researchand innovation by setting up startup incubation centres

technology developmentcentres centresin frontier areasof research greaterindustryacademic
linkages andinterdisciplinaryresearchncluding humanitiesand social scien@sresearchGiventhe

scenarioof epidemicsand pandemicsit is critical that HEIs take the leadto undertakeresearchn

areasof infectious diseasesepidemiology,virology, diagnosticsjnstrumentationyaccinologyand
other relevantareas.HEIs will develop specific hand holding mechanismsand competitionsfor

promotinginnovationamongstudenttommunitiesThe NRF will functionto helpenableandsupport
such a vibrant researchand innovation culture acrossHEIs, researchlabs, and other research
organizations

12.Optimal Learning Environments and Support for Students

12.1. Effective learning requiresa comprehensiveapproachthat involves appropriatecurriculum
engagingpedagogycontinuousformative assessmengndadequatestudentsupport.The curriculum
must be interesting and relevant, and updated regularly to align with the latest knowledge
requirementsandto meetspecifiedlearning outcomesHigh-quality pedagogyis then necessaryo
successfullyimpart the curricular materialto studentspedagogicalpracticesdeerminethe learning
experiencesthat are provided to students thus directly influencing learning outcomes. The
assessmentethodsmust be scientific, designedto continuouslyimprove learning and test the
applicationof knowledge.Last but not least, the developmentof capacitiesthat promote student
wellnesssuchasfitness,goodhealth,psychaesocialwell-being,andsoundethicalgroundingarealso
critical for high-quality learning.

Thus, curriculum pedagogy,continuousassessn@, and studentsupportare the cornerstonegor
guality learning.Along with providing suitableresourceandinfrastructure suchasquality libraries,
classroomslabs, technology,sports/recreatiomreas studentdiscussionspacesand dining areas a
number of initiatives will be required to ensurethat learning environmentsare engagingand
supportive andenableall studensto succeed.

122. First, in orderto promotecreativity, institutionsandfaculty will havethe autonomyto innovate
on mattersof curriculum, pedagoyg, and assessmemithin a broadframeworkof highereducation
gualifications that ensuresconsistencyacross institutions and programmesand acrossthe ODL,
online,and traditional ir-clas® modes.Accordingly, curriculumandpedagogywill be designedoy
institutions and motivatedfaculty to ensurea stimulatingand engaginglearning experiencefor all
students,and continuousformative assessmemwill be usedto further the goalsof eachprogramme.
All assessmensystemsshall also be decided by the HEI, including those that lead to final
certification. The Choice BasedCredit System(CBCS) will be revisal for instilling innovationand
flexibility. HEIs shall move to a criterionbasedgrading systemthat assessestudentachievement
basedon the learning goals for each programme,making the systemfairer and outcomesmore
comparableHEIs shallalsomoveaway from high-stakes examinationgowardsmorecontinuousand
comprehensivevaluation
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12 3. Second eachinstitutionwill integrateits academiglansrangingfrom curricularimprovement
to quality of classroomtransaction- into its larger Institutional DevelopmentPlan (IDP). Each
institution will be committedto the holistic developmentof studentsand create strong internal
systemsfor supportingdiverse studentcohortsin academicand social domainsboth inside and
outsideformal academidnteractias in the classroomFor example all HEIs will havemechanisms
andopportunitiedor funding of topic-centredclubsandactivitiesorganizedoy studentswith the help
of faculty and other expertsas needed suchas clubs and eventsdedicatedo science mathematics,
poetry, language, literature, debate, music, sports etc. Over time, such activities could be
incorporatedinto the curriculum once appropride faculty expertiseand campusstudentdemandis
developed Faculty will havethe capacityandtraining to be able to approachstudentsnot just as
teachersbut alsoasmentorsandguides.

12 4. Third, studentsfrom sociceconomicallydisadvantagedackgoundsrequire encouragement
andsupportto makea successfutransitionto highereducationUniversitiesandcollegeswill thusbe
requiredto set up high-quality supportcentresand will be given adequatefunds and academic
resourcesto carry this out effectively. There will also be professionalacademicand career
counsellingavailableto all students,as well as counsellorsto ensurephysical psychologicaland
emotionalwell-being.

12 5. Fourth, ODL andonline educationprovide a naturalpathto increaseaccesgo quality higher
education.In orderto leverageits potentialcompletely, ODL will be renewedthrough concerted,
evidencebasedeffortstowardsexpansiorwhile ensuringadherenceo clearly articulatedstandard®f

guality. ODL programmeswill aim to be equivalentto the highestquality in-class programmes
available.Norms, standardsand guidelinesfor systemicdevelopmentregulation,and accreditation
of ODL will be preparedanda frameworkfor quality of ODL thatwill be recommendatoryor all

HEIswill bedeveloped.

126. Finally, all programmesgourses curricula, and pedagogyacrosssubjects,ncluding thosein-
class,online,and in ODL modesaswell asstudentsupportwill aim to achieveglobal standardsf
quality.

Internationali zation

12.7. Thevariousinitiatives mentionedabovewill alsohelpin havinglargernumbersof international
studentsstudyingin India, and provide greatermobility to studentsan India who may wish to visit,
study at, transfercreditsto, or carry out resarchat institutionsabroad,andvice versa.Coursesand
progammesin subjects suchas Indology, Indian languagesAYUSH systemsof medicing yoga,
arts, music, history, culture, and modernIndia, internationally relevantcurricula in the sciences,
socid sciences,and beyond, meaningful opportunitiesfor social engagementguality residential
facilities and on-campussupport,etc. will be fosteredto attainthis goal of global quality standards,
attract greaternumbersof internationalstudents,and achieve the goal of irfternationalizationat
home

128. Indiawill be promotedasa global studydestinatiorproviding premiumeducatiorat affordable
coststherebyhelpingto restoreits role asa Vishwa Guru. An InternationalStudentOffice at each
HEI hosting foreign studentswill be set up to coordinateall mattersrelating to welcoming and
supporting studentsarriving from abroad. Research/teachingollaborationsand faculty/student
exchangesvith high-quality foreign institutionswill be facilitated, and relevantmutually beneficial
MOUSs with foreigncourtrieswill be signed.High performingindianuniversitieswill be encouraged
to setup campusesn othercountriesandsimilarly, seleced universitiese.g.,thosefrom amongthe
top 100 universitiesin the world will be facilitated to operatein India. A legislative framework
facilitating suchentry will be putin place,and suchuniversitieswill be given specialdispensation
regardingregulatory,governanceand contentnormson par with other autonanousinstitutions of
India. Furthermore researchcollaborationand studentexchangedetweenindian institutions and
global institutionswill be promotedthroughspecialefforts. Creditsacquiredin foreign universities
will be permitted whereappropria¢ aspertherequirement®f eachHEI, to be countedfor the award
of adegree.
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Student Activity and Participation

129. Studentsarethe prime stakeholder@ the educatiorsystem Vibrant campudife is essentiafor
high-quality teachinglearning processes. Towards this end, studentswill be given plenty of
opportunitiesfor participationin sports, culture/artsclubs, ecoclubs, activity clubs, community
serviceprojects,etc. In every educationinstitution, thereshall be counsellingsystemsfor handing
stressand emotional adjustments.Furthermore,a systematizedarrangementhall be createdto
providetherequisitesupportto studentdrom rural backgroundsincludingincreasinghostelfacilities
asneededAll HEIswill ensurequality medicalfacilities for all studentsn their institutions.

Financial support for students

12.10. Financialassistancéo studentshall be madeavailablethroughvariousmeasureskEfforts will
be madeto incentivize the merit of studentsbelongingto SC, ST, OBC, and other SEDGs.The
National ScholarshipPortal will be expandedo support foster, and track the progressof students
receiving scholarshipsPrivate HEIs will be encouragedo offer larger numbersof free shipsand
scholarshipso their students.

13. Motiv ated, Energized and Capable Faculty

13.1. The mostimportantfactor in the successof higher educationinstitutionsis the quality and
engagemenof its faculty. Acknowledgingthe criticality of faculty in achievingthe goalsof higher
education, various initiatives have been introduced in the past several years to systematize
recruitmentandcareerprogressionandto ensuresquitablerepresentatiofrom variousgroupsin the
hiring of faculty. Compensatiorevels of permanenfaculty in public institutions have also been
increasedsubstantially.Various initiatives have also been taken towards providing faculty with
professionaldevelopmenbpportunities. However,despitethesevariousimprovementsn the status
of the academicprofession faculty motivaion in termsof teaching,researchand servicein HEls
remainsfar lower thanthe desiredlevel. The variousfactorsthat lie behindlow faculty motivation
levels must be addressedo ensurethat eachfaculty memberis happy, enthusiasticengagedand
motivated towards advancingher/his students,institution, and profession.To this end, the policy
recommendshefollowing initiativesto achievethe best,motivated andcapableaculty in HEIS.

13.2. As the most basicstep,all HEIs will be equippedwith the basicinfrastructureand facilities,

including clean drinking water, clean working toilets, blackboards,offices, teaching supplies,
libraries,labs,andpleasantlassroonspacesandcampusestvery classroonshallhaveaccesgo the
latesteducationl technologythatenablesdetterlearningexperiences.

13.3. Teachingdutiesalsowill not be excessiveand studeniteacherratiosnot too high, so thatthe
activity of teachingremains pleasantand there is adequatetime for interaction with students
conducting research,and other university activities. Faculty will be appointedto individual
institutionsandgenerallynot betransferablecrosgnstitutionssothatthey mayfeel truly investedn,
connectedo, andcommittedto their institutionandcommunity.

13.4. Facultywill be giventhe freedomto designtheir own curricular and pedagogicabpproaches
within the approvedramework,including textbookandreadingmaterialselectionsassignmentsand
assessment&mpoweringthe faculty to conductinnovativeteaching,researchand serviceas they
seebestwill beakey motivatorandenablerfor themto do truly outstandinggreativework.

13.5.Excellencewill be furtherincentivizedthroughappropriaterewards,promotions,recognitions,
andmovenentinto institutionalleadershipMeanwhile,faculty not deliveling on basicnormswill be
heldaccounable

13.6.In keepingwith the vision of autonomousnstitutionsempoweredo drive excellenceHEIs will

have clearly defined, independentand transgarent processesand criteria for faculty recuitment.
Whereasthe currentrecruitmentprocesswill be continued,a ténuretrackdi.e., suitable probatin
periodshallbe putin placeto further ensureexcellenceThereshall be a fasttrack promotionsysem
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for recognking high impact researchand contribution. A systemof multiple parameterdor proper
performanceassessmenfpr the purposesof ténuré i.e., confirmed employmentafter probation
promotion, salary increasesrecognitions,etc., including peer and studentreviews, innovationsin
teachingandpedagogyquality andimpactof researchprofessionatievelopmenactivities,andother
forms of serviceto the institution andthe community,shall be developedby eachHEI and clearly
enunciatedn it sdnstitutionalDevelopmenPlan(IDP).

13.7.The presencef outstandingand enthusiastidnstitutionalleadersthat cultivate excellenceand
innovationis the needof the hour. Outstandingand effective institutional leadershipis extremely
importantfor the succes®f aninstitution andof its faculty. Excellentfaculty with high academiand
servicecredentialsaswell asdemonstrateteadershipandmanagemenskills will beidentified early
andtrainedthroughaladderof leadershippositions.Leade&ship positionsshall not remah vacantbut
ratheran overlappingtime period during transitionsin leadershipshall be the norm to ensurethe
smoothrunningof institutions.Institutionalleaderswill aimto createa cultureof excellenceahatwill
motivate and incentivize outstandingand innovative teaching,research,nstitutional service,and
communityoutreachfrom faculty membersandall HEI leaders.

14.Equity and Inclusion in Higher Education

14.1. Entry into quality higher educationcan opena vast array of possibilitiesthat can lift both
individualsaswell ascommunitiesout of the cyclesof disadvantage For this reasonmakingquality
highereducationopportunitiesavailableto all individuals mustbe amongthe highestpriorities. This
Policy envisions ensuring equitable accessto quality educationto all students,with a special
emphasi®on SEDGs.

14.2. Thedynamicsandalsomanyof the reasonsfor exclusionof SEDGsfrom the educatiorsystem
are common acrossschool and higher education sectors. Therefore, the approachto equity and
inclusionmustbe commonacrossschoolandhighereducationFurthermoretheremustbe continuity
acrosgthe stagedo ensuresustainableeform. Thus,the policy initiatives requiredto meetthe gods
of equity and inclusion in higher educationmust be read in conjunctionwith those for school
education.

14.3. There are certainfacetsof exclusion,that are particularto or substantiallymore intensein
higher education. Thesemust be addressedpeciically, and include lack of knowledgeof higher
education opportunities, economic opportunity cost of pursuing higher education, financial
constraintsadmissiornprocessegjeographicahndlanguagebarriers,poor employability potentialof
manyhighereducationprogrammesandlack of appropriatestudentsupportmechanisms.

14.4.For this purpose, additionalactionsthat are specificto highereducatiorshall be adoptedby all
GovernmentandHEls:

14.4.1 Stepgo betakenby Governments

(a) EarmarksuitableGoverrmentfundsfor the educatiorof SEDGs

(b) Setcleartargetsfor higherGERfor SEDGs

(c) Enhancegenderbalancan admissiongo HEIs

(d) Enhanceaccessby establishingmore high-quality HEIs in aspirationaldistricts and Special
EducationZonescontaininglargernumbkersof SEDGs

(e) Developandsupporthigh-quality HEIs thatteachin local/Indianlanguage®r bilingually

() Providemorefinancialassistancandscholarshipso SEDGsin both public andprivateHEIs

(9) Conductoutreachprogrammse on higher educationopportunitiesand scholarshipsamong
SEDGs

(h) Developandsupporttechnologytoolsfor betterparticipationandlearningoutcomes.

14.4.2 Stepso betakenby all HEIs
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(a) Mitigate opportunitycostsandfeesfor pursuinghighereducation

(b) Providemorefinancialassistancend scholarshipso sociceconomicallydisadvantagedtudents

(c) Conductoutreachon highereducatioropportunitiesandscholarships

(d) Makeadmissiongprocessesnoreinclusive

(e) Makecurriculummoreinclusive

() Increaseemployabilitypotentialof highereducatiorprogrammes

(9) Developmoredegreecoursegaughtin Indianlanguagesndbilingually

(h) Ensureall buildingsandfacilities arewheelchairaccessiblenddisabledfriendly

(i) Developbridgecoursedor studentshatcomefrom disadvantagedducationabackgrounds

() Provide socicemotional and academicsupport and mentoring for all such studentsthrough
suitablecounsellingandmentoringprogrammes

(k) Ensure sengtization of faculty, counselloy and studens on gendesidentity issue and its
inclusionin all aspect®f the HEI, includingcurricula

() Strictly enforceall no-discriminationandant-harassmentules

(m) Develop Institutional DevelopmentPlansthat contain specific plans for action on increasing
participationfrom SEDGs,ncludingbut not limited to the aboveitems.

15. TeacherEducation

15.1. Teachereducationis vital in creating a pool of schoolteacherdhat will shapethe next
generation. Teacher preparationis an activity that requires multidisciplinary perspectivesand
knowledge, formation of dispositionsand values, and developmentof practice under the best
mentors.Teacheranust be groundedin Indian values,languagesknowledge, ethos,and traditions
including tribal traditions while also being well-versedin the latest advancesin educationand

pedagogy.

152. Accordingto the Justiced. S. VermaCommission(2012) constitutedby the SupremeCourt, a
majority of standalone TEls - over 10,000in number are not even attempting seriousteacher
educationbut are essentiallyselling degreedor a price. Regulatoryefforts so far haveneitherbeen
ableto curbthe malpracticesn the system nor enforcebasicstandardgor quality, andin fact have
hadthe negativeeffect of curbingthe growth of excellenceandinnovationin the sector.The sector
and its regulatorysystemare therefore in urgentneedof revitalizationthroughradical action, in
order to raise standardsand restoreintegrity, credibility, efficacy, and high quality to the teacher
educatiorsystem.

15.3. In orderto improve and reachthe levels of integrity and credibility requiredto restorethe
prestigeof the teachingprofession,the RegulatorySystemshal be empoweredto take stringent
action againstsubstandarénd dysfunctionalteachereducationinstitutions (TEIs) that do not meet
basic educdional criteria, after giving one year for remedy of the breaches By 203Q only
educationallysound, multidisciplinary, and integratedteachereducationprogrammesshall be in
force.

15.4.As teachereducatiorrequiresmultidisciplinaryinputs,andeducaibn in high-quality contentas
well as pedagogy all teacher education programmesmust be conducted within compaite

multidisciplinaryinstitutions.To this end,all multidisciplinaryuniversitiesandcolleges- will aim to

establisheducatiordepartmentsvhich, besidescarryingout cutting-edgeresearchn variousaspects
of education,will alsorun B.Ed. progranmes,in collaborationwith other departmentssuch as
psychology,philosophy,sociology, neurosciencelndian languagesarts, music, history, literature,
physical education,scienceand mathematicsMoreover, all standalone TEIs will be requiredto

convet to multidisciplinary institutionsby 2030, sincethey will haveto offer the 4-yearintegrated
teachempreparatiorprogramme.

15.5.The 4-yea integratedB.Ed. offered by suchmultidisciplinary HEIs will, by 2030,becomethe
minimal degreequalification for schoolteachersThe 4-year integratedB.Ed. will be a dualtmajor

holistic Bachelof degreejn Educationaswell asa specializedsubjectsuchasa languagehistory,
music, mathematicscomputerscience,chemistry,economics.art, physicaleducation,etc. Beyond
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the teachingof cuttingedgepedagogy the teachereducationwill include groundingin sociology,
history,sciencepsyclology, early childhoodcareandeducationfoundationaliteracy andnumeracy,
knowledge of India and its values/ethos/art/traditionsand more. The HEI offering the 4-year
integratedB.Ed. may alsorun a 2-year B.Ed, for studentsvho havealreadyreceival a Bactelor®
degreein a specializedsubject A 1-yearB.Ed. mayalsobe offeredfor candidatesvho havereceived
a 4-yearundergraduateegreein a specializedsubject.Scholarshipgor meritoriousstudentswill be
establishedor the purposeof attracing outdganding candidatego the 4-year, 2-year, and 1-year
B.Ed.programmes.

15.6.HEIs offering teacheleducatiorprogrammewill ensurethe availability of arangeof expertsin
educationand relateddisciplinesas well as specializedsubjects.Each higher educationinstitution
will haveanetworkof governmentandprivateschoolsto work closelywith, wherepotentialteachers
will studentteachalongwith participatingin other activities suchas community service,adult and
vocationaleducationgtc

15.7. In order to maintain uniform standardsfor teachereducation,the admissionto pre-service
teachempreparatiorprogrammeshall be throughsuitablesubjectand aptitudetestsconductedby the
National Testing Agency, and shall be standardizedkeepirg in view the linguistic and cultural
diversity of thecountry.

15.8. The faculty profile in Departmentf Educationwill necessarilyaim to be diverseand but

teaching/field/researclkxperiencewill be highly valued. Faculty with training in areasof sccial

sciences that are directly relevant to school education e.g., psychology, child development,
linguistics,sociology,philosophy,economicsandpolitical scienceaswell asfrom sciencesducation,
mathematicseducation, social science education,and languageeducation programmeswill be

attractedandretainedin teachereducationinstitutions,to strengthemmultidisciplinary educationof

teacherandproviderigourin conceptuatievelopment.

15.9.All freshPh.D.entrantsjrrespectiveof discipline,will berequiredto takecreditbasedcourses
in teaching/education/pedagogy/writimglatedto their chosenPh.D subjectduring their doctoral
training period. Exposureto pedagogicalpractices, designing curriculum, credible evaluation
systems,communicabn, and so on will be ensuredsince many researchscholarswill go on to

becomefaculty or public representatives/communicatast their chosendisciplines.Ph.D students
will alsohavea minimum numberof hoursof actualteachingexperiencegatheredhrough teading

assistantshipsind other means.Ph.D. programmesat universitiesaroundthe country will be re-

orientedfor this purpose.

15.10. In-service continuous professionaldevelopmentfor college and university teacherswill
continue through the existing institutional arrangementsand ongoing initiatives; these will be
strengthenednd substantiallyexpandedo meetthe needsof enrichedteachinglearningprocesses
for quality education.The use of technology platforms such as SWAYAM/DIKSHA for online
training of teacherswill be encouraged,so that standardizedtraining programmescan be
administeredo largenumbersof teachersvithin a shortspanof time.

15.11. A National Mission for Mentoring shall be establishedwith a large pool of outstanding
seniorfetiredfaculty i including thosewith the ability to teachin Indianlanguage$ who would be
willing to provideshortandlong-term mentoring/professionaupportto university/colleggeachers.

16.Reimagining Vocational Education

16.1.The 12" Five-Year Plan (2012 2017)estimatedhatonly a very small percentagef the Indian
workforcein the agegroupof 19 24 (lessthan5%) receivedformal vocationaleducationWhereasn
countriessuchasthe USA the numberis 52%, in Germany75%, and SouthKoreait is ashigh as
96%. Thesenumbersonly underlinethe urgencyof the needto hastenthe spreadof vocational
educatiorin India.
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16.2. Oneof the primaryreasondor the smallnumbersof studentgeceivingvocationaleducations
thefact thatvocationaleducationhasin the pastfocusedargelyon Gradesl1li 12 and ondropoutsin
Grade8 and upwards.Moreover, studentspassingout from Gradesl1i 12 with vocationalsubjects
oftendid not havewell-definedpathwaygo continuewith their chosenvocationsin highereducation.
The admissioncriteria for generalhigher educationwere also not designedto provide openingsto
studentsvho hadvocationaleducatiomqualifications,leavingthemat a disadvantageelativeto their
compatriotsfrom ndainstreart or agalemi®d education This led to a completelack of vertical
mobility for studentsfrom the vocationaleducationstream,an issuethat hasonly beenaddressed
recentlythroughthe announcemerntf the National Skills QualificationsFrameworkNSQF)in 2013.

16.3. Vocationaleducations perceivedo beinferior to mainstreameducatiorandmeantlargely for
studentsvho areunableto copewith the latter. This is a percepion that affectsthe choicesstudents
make. It is a seriousconcernthat can only be dealt with by a completere-imaginationof how
vocationaleducatioris offeredto studentsn thefuture.

16.4. This policy aimsto overcomethe social statushierarchyassociatedwith vocationaleducation
and requires integration of vocational educationprogammesinto mainstreameducationin all

educationinstitutions in a phasedmanner Beginning with vocational exposureat early agesin

middle and secondaryschoo] quality vocationaleducationwill be integratedsmoothlyinto higher
education It will ensue thateverychild learnsat leastonevocationandis exposedo severalmore

This would leadto emphasiing the dignity of labourandimportanceof variousvocatonsinvolving

/Indianartsandartisanship.

16.5. By 2025, at least50% of learnersthrough the schooland higher educationsystemshall have
exposureto vocationaleducation for which a clear action plan with targetsand timelineswill be
developedThis s in alignmentwith SustainabldDevelopmeniGoal 4.4 andwill helpto realizethe
full potential of India sddemographiaividend. The numberof studentsn vocationaleducationwill
be consideredwhile arriving at the GER targets.The developmenbf vocational capacitieswill go
handin-handwith the developmenbf agademié or othercapaciies. Vocationaleducationwill be
integratedin the educationalofferings of all secondaryschoolsin a phasedmannerover the next
decadeTowardsthis, secondanschoolswill alsocollaboratewith ITIs, polytechnics)ocal industry,
etc. Skill labswill also be setup and createdin the schoolsin a hub and spokemodelwhich will
allow otherschoolsto usethe facility. Higher educationinstitutionswill offer vocationaleducation
eitherontheir own or in partnershipvith industryandNGOs.The B.Voc. degreesintroducedn 2013
will continueto exist, but vocationalcourseswill alsobe availableto studentsenrolledin all other
Bachelofs degreeprogrammesincluding the 4-yearmultidisciplinary BachelorsprogrammesHEls
will alsobe allowedto condue shat-term certificate coursesn variousskills including soft skills.
d_ok Vidyad i.e., importantvocationalknowledgedevelopedin India, will be madeaccessiblgo
studentghroughintegrationinto vocationaleducationcoursesThe possibility of offering vocational
courseshroughODL modewill alsobeexplored.

16.6. Vocationaleducationwill be integratedinto all schooland higher educationinstitutionsin a

phasedmannerover the next decade Focusareasfor vocationaleducationwill be chosenbasedon

skills gapanalysisand mappingof local opportunities MHRD will constitutea National Committee
for the Integrationof VocationalEducation(NCIVE), consistingof expertsin vocationaleducation
andrepresentativeBom acrossMinistries,in collabordion with industry,to overseehis effort.

16.7. Individual institutionsthat are early adoptersmustinnovateto find modelsand practicesthat
work andthensharethesewith otherinstitutionsthroughmechanismsetup by NCIVE, soasto help
exterd the reach of vocational education. Different models of vocational education, and
apprenticeshipsyill alsobe experimentedby highereducatiorinstitutions.lncubationcentreswill be
setupin highereducationnstitutionsin partnershipvith industries.

16.8. The National Skills Qualifications Frameworkwill be detailed further for each discipline
vocationand profession.Further, Indian standardswill be alignedwith the InternationalStandard
Classificationof Occupationsnaintainedby the International LabourOrganization This Framework
will provide the basisfor Recognitionof Prior Learning. Throughthis, dropoutsfrom the formal
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systemwill be reintegratedby aligning their practical experiencewith the relevantlevel of the
Framework.The creditbasel Frameworkwill alsofacilitate mobility acrossggenerabandvocational
education.

17. Catalysing Quality Academic Researchin All Fields through a new National
ResearchFoundation

17.1. Knowledgecreationand researchare critical in growing and sustaininga large and vibrant
economy,uplifting society, and continuouslyinspiring a nation to achieveeven greaterheights.
Indeed,someof the mostprosperougivilizations (suchas India, MesopotamiaEgypt, and Greece)
to the modernera (suchas the United States,Germany,Israel, South Korea, and Japan) were/are
strong knowledge societiesthat attained intellectual and material wealth in large part through
celebratedand fundamentalkcontributionsto new knowledgein the realm of scienceaswell asart,
languageandculturethat enhancednduplifted not only their own civilizations but others around
theglobe.

17.2. A robustecosystenof researchis perhapsmore importantthan ever with the rapid changes
occurring in the world today, e.g., in the realm of climate change, population dynamics and

managementyiotechnology an expandingdigital marketplaceandthe rise of machinelearningand

artificial intelligence.If India is to becane a leaderin thesedisparateareas,and truly achievethe

potental of its vasttalentpool to againbecomea leadingknowledgesocietyin the comingyearsand

decadesthe nationwill requirea significantexpansiorof its researchcapabilitiesand output across
disciplines.Today,the criticality of researchis morethaneverbefore for the economic,ntellectual,

societal environmentalandtechnologicahealthandprogresf anation.

17.3. Despitethis critical importanceof researchthe researcrandinnovationinvestmentn India s,
at the currenttime, only 0.69%of GDP ascomparedo 2.8%in the United Statesof America,4.3%
in Israeland4.2%in SouthKorea

17.4. The societalchallengeghat India needsto addresgoday, suchasaccesdor all its citizensto

cleandrinking water and sanitation,quality educationand healthcarejmproved transportationair

quality, energy,andinfrastructurewill requirethe implementatiorof approachesnd solutionsthat
are not only informed by top-notch science and technology but are also rooted in a deep
understandig of the socialsciencesandhumanitiesandthe varioussocicculturalandenvironmental
dimensions of the nation. Facing and addressingthese challengeswill requre high-quality

interdisciplinaryresearctacrosdields that mustbe donein India andcamot simply beimported;the

ability to conductone s@®wn researchalso enablesa countryto much more easilyimport and adapt
relevantresearchirom abroad.

17.5. Furthermorejn additionto their valuein solutionsto societalproblems,any country'sidentity,
upliftment, spiritual/intellectuakatisfactionandcreativity is alsoattainedin a majorway throughits
history, art, languageandculture.Researchn the artsandhumanitiesalongwith innovationsin the
sciencesand social sciencesare therefore extremelyimportantfor the progressand enlightened
natureof a nation.

17.6. Researclandinnovationat educatiorinstitutionsin India, particularlythose thatareengagedn
higher education,is critical. Evidencefrom the world& bestuniversties throughouthistory shows
that the bestteachingand learning processest the higher educationlevel occurin environments
wherethereis alsoa strongcultureof researclandknowledgecreation;converselymuchof thevery
bestresearchn theworld hasoccurredn multidisciplinaryuniversitysettings.

17.7. India hasa long historical tradition of researchand knowledgecreation,in disciplinesranging
from scienceand mathematicsto art and literature to phoneticsand languagesto medicine and
agiiculture. This needsto be further strengthenedo makelndia leadresearctandinnovationin the
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21% century,asa strongandenlightenecknowledgesociety andoneof the threelargesteconomiesn
theworld.

17.8. Thus, this Policy envisionsa comprehesive approactto transformingthe quality and quantity
of researchn India. This includesdefinitive shiftsin schooleducatiorto a moreplay anddiscovery
basedstyle of learningwith emphasison the scientific methodand critical thinking. This includes
careercounsellingin schoolstowardsidentifying studentinterestsandtalents,promotingresearchn
universities,the multidisciplinary nature of all HEIs and the emphasison holistic education,the
inclusion of researchand internshipsin the undergaduatecurriculum, faculty careermanagement
systemsthat give due weightageto research,and the governanceand regulatory changesthat
encouragen environmenbf researctandinnovation All of theseaspectsreextremelycritical for
developingaresarchmindsetin the country.

17.9. To build on thesevarious elementsin a synergisticmanner,and to therebytruly grow and
catalyzequality researchn the nation,this policy envisionsthe establishmenof a NationalReseach
Foundation(NRF). The overarching goal of the NRF will be to enablea culture of researchto
permeatahroughour universities.In particular,the NRF will providea reliable baseof meritbased
but equitablepeerreviewedresearctunding, helpingto developa culture of researchn the country
through suitableincentivesfor and recognitionof outstandingresearchand by undertakingmajor
initiativesto seedandgrow researctat StateUniversitiesandotherpublic institutionswhereresearch
capabiliy is currently limited. The NRF will competitively fund researchin all disciplines.
Successfutesearctwill berecognizedandwhererelevantimplementedhroughcloselinkageswith
governmentahgenciesaswell aswith industryandprivate/philanthropi organizations

17.10. Institutionsthat currentlyfund researchat somelevel, suchasthe Departmenbf Scienceand
Technology(DST), Departmentof Atomic Energy (DAE), Departmentof Bio-Technology(DBT),
Indian Council of Agriculture Researc{ICAR), IndianCouncilof Medical Resarch(ICMR), Indian
Council of Historical Research(ICHR), and University Grants Commission(UGC), as well as
various private and philanthropic organizations will continue to independentlyfund research
accordingto their priorities and needs. However,NRF will carefully coordinatewith otherfunding
agencieandwill work with science gngineeringandotheracademieso ensuresynergyof purpose
andavoid duplicationof efforts. The NRF will be governedjndependentlyof the governmentpy a
rotatingBoardof Governorsconsistingof thevery bestresearcherandinnovatorsacrosdields.

17.11. Theprimaryactivitiesof the NRF will beto:

(a) fundcompetitive, peerreviewedgrantproposalof all typesandacrossall disciplines;

(b) seed,grow, and facilitate researchat academidnstitutions, particularly at universitiesand
colleges where researchis currently in a nascentstage, through mentoring of such
institutions

(c) actasaliaisonbetweerresearcherandrelevantbranche®f governmenaswell asindustry,
so that researchscholarsare constantlymadeawareof the most urgent national research
issues, and so that policymakers are constantly made aware of the latest research
breakthroughsso asto allow breakthroughgo be optimally broughtinto policy and/or
implementationand

(d) recogniseoutstandingesearctandprogress

18. Transforming the Regulatory Systemof Higher Education

18.1. Regulationof higher educationhasbeentoo heavyhandedfor decadestoo much hasbeen
attemptedto be regulatedwith too little effect. The mechanisticand disempoweringnhatureof the
regulatorysystemhasbeenrife with very basicproblems,suchas heawy concentrationof power
within a few bodies,conflicts of interestamongthesebodies,anda resultinglack of accaintability.
Theregulatorysystemis in needof a completeoverhaulin orderto re-energizethe highereducation
sectorandenableit to thrive.
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18.2. To addresghe abovementionedissues the regulatorysystemof highereducatiorwill ensure
thatthe distinct functionsof regulation,accreditationfunding, andacademictandardsettingwill be
performedby distinct, independentand empoweredbodies. This is consideredessentialto create
checksandbalancesn the system,minimize conflicts of interes, and eliminate concentrationf
power.To ensurehatthe four institutionalstructurescarryingout thesefour essentiafunctionswork
independentlyyet at the sametime and work in synergy towards common goals Thesefour
structureswill be setup as four independentserticals within one umbrellainstitution, the Higher
EducationCommisson of India (HECI).

18.3. Thefirst vertical of HECI will bethe NationalHigher EducationRegulatoryCouncil(NHERQ).
It will function as the common,single point regulatorfor the higher educationsectorincluding
teachereducationand excluding medical and legal education thus eliminating the duplicationand
disjunctionof regulatoryefforts by the multiple regulatoryagencieghat exist at the currenttime. It
will requirea relook andrepealingof existing Acts and restructuringof variousexisting regulatory
bodiesto enablethis single point regulation.NHERC will be setup to regulatein a dight but tightd
and facilitative manner,meaningthat a few important matters particularly financial probity, good
governanceandthe full online andoffline public seli-disclosureof all finances,audits,procedures,
infrastructure faculty/staff, courses,and educationaloutcomes will be very effectively regulated.
This information will have to be made avdlable and kept updatedand accurateby all higher
educationinstitutionson a public websitemaintainedoy NHERC and on the institution® websites
Any complaintsor grievancedrom stakeholdersand othersarisingout of the information placedin
public domainshall be adjudicatedoy NHERC. FeedbacKrom randomlyselectedstudentsncluding
differently-abled studentsat eachHEI will be solicited online to ensurevaluableinput at regular
intervals.

18.4. The primary mechanisnto enablesuchregulationwill be accreditationThe secondvertical of
HECI will, thereforebea ndetaaccreditingoodyd calledthe National AccreditationCouncil (NAC).
Accreditationof institutionswill be basedprimarily on basic norms, puldic self-disclosure,good
governanceand outcomesand it will be carried out by an independenecosystenof accrediting
institutionssupervisecindoverseerby NAC. Thetaskto function asarecogniedaccreditorshallbe
awardedto an appropriatenumberof institutionsby NAC. In the shortterm, a robustsystemof
gradedaccreditationshall be establishedwhich will specify phasedbenchmarksor all HEIs to
achievesetlevelsof quality, selfgovernanceandautonomy.n turn, all HEIs will aim, throughtheir
Institutional DevelopmentPlans(IDPs), to attainthe highestlevel of accreditationover the next 15
years,andtherebyeventuallyaim to function as self-governingdegreegranting institutions/clusters.
In thelong run, accreditatiorwill becomea binary processasperthe extantglobal practice.

18.5. The third vertical of HECI will be the Higher EducationGrantsCouncil (HEGC), which will
carry out funding andfinancingof highereducatiorbasedon transparentriteria, including the IDPs
prepaed by the institutionsandthe progressmadeon their implementationHEGC will be entrusted
with the disbursemenbf scholarshipsaand developmentafunds for launchingnew focus areas and
expandingguality programmeofferingsat HEIs acrosdisciplinesand fields.

18.6. The fourth vertical of HECI will be the GeneralEducationCouncil (GEC), which will frame

expected learning outcomesfor higher education programmes,also referred to as draduate
attribute$ A National Higher EducationQualification Framework (NHEQF) will be formulatedby

the GEC andit shallbe in syncwith the National Skills QualificationsFramework(NSQF)to ease
theintegrationof vocationaleducatiorinto highe educationHigher educationqualificationsleading
to a degree/diplomaeértificateshall be describedy the NHEQF in termsof suchlearningoutcomes.
In addition, the GEC shall setup facilitative normsfor issuessuchas credit transfer,equivalence,
etc., throughthe NHEQF. The GEC will be mandatedo identify specific skills that studentsmust
acquireduringtheir academigrogrammeswith the aim of preparingwell-roundedearnerswith 21%

centuryskills.

18.7. The professionalcouncils, such as the Indian Council for Agricultural Research(ICAR),
Veterinary Council of India (VCI), National Council for TeacherEducation(NCTE), Council of
Architecture(CoA), National Councilfor VocationalEducationand Training (NCVET) etc.,will act
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as ProfessionaStandardSettingBodies(PSSB3. They will play a key role in the higher education
systemandwill be invited to be membersof the GEC. Thesebodies,after restructuringas PSSBs,
will continueto draw the curricula,lay down academicstardardsand coordinatebetweenteaching,
researclandextensiorof their domain/disciplihe,asmembersf the GEC. As memberf the GEC,
theywould helpin specifyingthe curriculumframework,within which HEIs may preparetheir own
curricula. Thus PSSBswould also setthe standardr expectationsn particularfields of learning
andpradice while havingno regulatoryrole. All HEIs will decidehow their educationaprogrammes
respondto thesestandardsamongother considerationsand would also be able to reachout for
supportfrom thesestandaresettingbodiesor PSSBsif needed.

18.8. Sucha systemarchitecturewill ensurethe principle of functional separationby eliminating
conflicts of interestsbetweendifferentroles It will alsoaim to empowerHEIs, while ensuringthat
the few key essentiamattersaregiven dueattention.Respnsibility andaccountabilityshall devolve
to the HEIs concomitantly.No distinctionin suchexpectationshall be madebetweenpublic and
privateHEIs.

18.9. Sucha transformationwill require existing structuresand institutionsto reinventthemselves
and undergoan evolutionof sorts.The separatiorof functionswould meanthat eachvertical within
HECI would take on a new, single role which is relevant,meaningful,ard importantin the new
regulatoryscheme.

18.10. The functioning of all the independen verticals for Regulation(NHERC), Accreditation

(NAC), Funding(HEGC), and AcademicStandardSetting (GEC) and the overarchingautonomous
umbrellabody (HECI) itseff will be basedon transparentpublic disclosure,and use technology
extensivelyto reduce humaninterfaceto ensureefficiency and transparencyin their work. The

underlying principle will be that of a facelessand transparentregulatory intervention using

technology Strict compliancemeasuresvith stringentaction including penaltiesfor false disclosure
of mandatednformation,will be ensuredsothatHigher Educationinstitutionsareconformingto the

basicminimum normsandstandardsHECI itself will beresolvingdisputesamongthe four verticals.

Eachverticalin HECI will be anindepementbody consistingof personshavinghigh expertisein the

relevantareasalongwith integrity, commitment,anda demonstratedrack recordof public service.

HECI itself will be a small,independenbody of eminentpublic-spiritedexpertsin highereduation,

whichwill overseeandmonitortheintegrity andeffectivefunctioningof HECI. Suitablemechanisms
will becreatedwithin HECI to carryoutits functions,includingadjudication

18.11. Setting up new quality HEIs will also be madefar easierby the regulatoryregime, while
ensuringwith greateffectivenesghat theseare setup with the spirit of public serviceandwith due
financial backing for long-term stability. HEIs performing exceptionallywell will be helped by
Central and State governmentgo expandtheir institutions, and thereby attain larger numbersof
studentsandfaculty aswell asdisciplinesand programmesPublic PhilanthropicPartnershipnodels
for HEIs mayalsobe pilotedwith theaimto furtherexpandaccesgo high-quality highe education.

Curbing Commercialization of Education

18.12. Multiple mechanismsvith checksandbalancewill combatandstopthe commercialzation of
highereducation.This will be a key priority of the regulatorysystem All educationinstitutionswill
be heldto similar standard®f auditanddisclosureasa ot for p r o éntityt Surplusesif any, will
be reinvestedin the educationalsector There will be transparentpublic disclosureof all these
financial matters with recourseto grievancehandlng mechanismsto the general public. The
accreditationsystemdevelopedby NAC will provide a complementarcheckon this system,and
NHERCwill considetthis asoneof the key dimensionf its regulatoryobjective.

18.13. All HEIs - public and private - shall be treatedon par within this regulatoryregime. The
regulatoryregimeshall encourageprivate philanthropicefforts in education.Therewill be common
national guidelinesfor all legislative Acts that will form private HEIs. Thesecommonminimal
guidelineswill enableall suchActs to establishprivate HEIs, thus enablingcommonstandardgor
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privateandpublic HEIs. Thesecommonguidelineswill cover Good Governancelinancial Stability
& Security,EducationalOutcomesandTransparencyf Disclosues.

18.14. Private HEIs having a philanthropicand public-sprited intent will be encouragedhrougha
progressiveregimeof feesdeterminationTransparentmechanismdor fixing of feeswith an upper
limit, for different typesof institutionsdependingon their accreditationwill be developedso that
individual institutionsarenot adverselyaffected.This will empowerprivate HEIs to setfeesfor their
programmesndependentlythoughwithin the laid-out norms and the broad applicableregulatory
mechanim. Private HEIs will be encouragedo offer freeshipsand scholarshipsin significant
numbersto their studentsAll feesand chargessetby private HEIs will be transparentlyand fully

disclosed,and there shall be no arbitrary increasesin thesefees/cheges during the period of

enrolmentof any student.This fee determiningmechanisnwill ensurereasonableecoveryof cost
while ensuringthatHEIs dischargeheir socialobligations.

19. Effective Governanceand Leadership for Higher Education Institution s

19.1. 1t is effectivegovernancendleadershighat enableghe creationof a culture of excellenceand
innovation in higher educationinstitutions. The common feature of all world-class institutions
globally including India hasindeedbeenthe existene of strong self-governanceand outstanding
meritbasedappointment®f institutionalleaders

19.2. Through a suitable systemof gradedaccreditationand gradedautonomy,and in a phased
mannerover a period of 15 years all HEIs in India will aim to becone independenself-governing
institutions pursuing innovation and excellence.Measureswill be taken at all HEIs to ensure
leadershipof the highestquality and promotean institutional culture of excellence Upon receiving
the appropriategradedaccrediations that deemthe institution readyfor sucha move a Board of
Governors(BoG) shall be establishedconsistingof a group of highly qualified, competent,and
dedicatedndividuals having provencapabilitiesanda strongsenseof commitmentto the institution.
The BoG of an institution will be empoweredto govern the institution free of any external
interferencemakeall appointmentsncluding that of headof the institution, and take all decisions
regardinggovernanceThere shall be overarchinglegislation that will supersedeany contravening
provisionsof otherearlierlegislationandwould providefor constitution,appointmentmodalitiesof
functioning,rulesandregulationsandtherolesandresponsibilitief the BoG. New membersf the
Boardshall be identified by an expertcommitteeappointedby the Board; andthe selectionof new
menbersshallbe carriedout by the BoG itself. Equity considerationsvill alsobetakencareof while
selectingthe memberslt is envisagedhat all HEIs will be incentivized supportedand mentored
duringthis processandshallaim to becomeautonomousndhavesuchanempoweredoG by 2035.

19.3. The BoG shall be responsibleand accountableo the stakeholderghrough trarsparentself-
disclosuresof all relevantrecords.It will be responsiblefor meeting all regulatory guidelines
mandatedy HECI throughthe NationalHigher EducationRegulatoryCouncil (NHERC).

19.4 All leadershipositionsandHeads of institutionswill be offeredto personswith high academic
gualifications and demonstratedadministrativeand leadershipcapabilitiesalong with abilities to

managecomplexsituations.Leadersof an HEI will demonstratestrongalignmentto Constitutional
values and the overall vision of the institution, along with attributes such as a strong social
commitment,belief in teamwork, pluralism, ability to work with diverse people,and a positive
outlook. The selectionshallbe carriedout by the BoG througha rigorous,impartial merit-basedand
competencybasedprocess led by an Eminent Expert Committee (EEC) constitutedby the BoG.

While stability of tenureis importantto ensurehe developmenbf a suitableculture,atthe sametime

leadershipsuccessionwill be plannedwith care to ensurethat good practicesthat define an

institution®s processeslo not enddueto a changein leadershipjeadershipchangeswill comewith

sufficientoverlaps.andnot remainvacant,in orderto ensuresmoothtransitions. Outstandingeaders
will beidentifiedanddevelopedearly,working their way througha ladderof leadershigpositions.

19.5 While beingprovidedwith adequatdunding, legislativeenablementandautonomyin a phased
mannerall HEls, in turn, will displaycommitmento institutional excellencegengagemenuith their
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local communitiesandthe higheststandard®f financial probity andaccountability Eachinstitution
will makea strategiclnstitutional DevelopmentPlanon the basisof which institutionswill develop
initiatives, assessheir own progressandread the goalssettherein,which could then becomethe
basisfor further public funding. The IDP shall be preparedwith the joint participationof Board
membersinstitutionalleadersfaculty, studentsandstaff.

Part 1ll. OTHER KEY AREAS OF FOCUS

20. ProfessionalEducation

20.1. Preparatiorof professionalgnustinvolve an educationin the ethic and importanceof public

purposeaneducationin thediscipline,andaneducatiorfor practice.lt mustcentrallyinvolve critical

andinterdisciplinarythinking, discussiondebate researchandinnovation.For this to be achieved,
professionakducatiorshouldnot takeplacein theisolationof one'sspecialty.

20.2. Professionakducationthus becomesan integral part of the overall higher educationsystem.
Standalone agricultural universities, legal universities, health science universities technical
universities, and standalone institutions in other fields, shall aim to become multidisciplinary
institutions offering holistic and multidisciplinary educaion. All institutions offering either
professionalor generaleducationwill aim to organically evolve into institutions/clustersoffering
bothseamlesslyandin anintegratedmannerby 2030.

20.3. Agricultural education with allied disciplines will be revived. Although Agricultural
Universitiescompriseapproximately9% of all universitiesin the country, enrolmentin agriculture
andallied sciencess lessthan 1% of all enrolmentin highereducation.Both capacityandquality of
agricultureand allied disciplines must be improvedin order to increaseagricultural productivity
through better skilled graduatesand technicians,nnovative researchand marketbasedextension
linked to technologés and practices.The preparationof professionalsn agricultue and veterinary
scienceshroughprogrammesntegratedwith generaleducationwill beincreasedharply. Thedesign
of agriculturaleducationwill shift towardsdevelopingprofessionalswith the ability to understand
anduselocal knowledge traditionalknowledge andemergingtechnologiesvhile beingcognizantof
critical issuessuchasdecliningland productivity, climate change food sufficiencyfor our growing
population.etc. Institutionsoffering agriculturaleducatiormustbenefitthe local communty directly;
oneapproactcouldbeto setup Agricultural TechnologyParksto promotetechnologyincubationand
disseminatiorandpromotesustainablenethodologies.

20.4.Legal educationneedsto be competitiveglobally, adoptingbestpracticesand embracing new
technologiedor wider accesgo andtimely delivery of justice.At the sametime, it mustbeinformed
andilluminatedwith Constitutionalvaluesof Justice- Social, Economic,andPolitical - anddirected
towardsnationalreconstructiorthroughinstrumentatiorof democracyrule of law, andhumanrights.
The curriculafor legal studiesmustreflect sociccultural contextsalong with, in an evidencebased
manner the history of legal thinking, principlesof justice, the practiceof jurisprudenceand other
relatedcontentappropriatelyand adequatelyStateinstitutionsoffering law educationrmustconsider
offering bilingual educationfor future lawyersand judges- in Englishandin the languageof the
Statein which theinstitutionis situated.

205. Healthcareeducatiomeeddo bere-envisionedso thatthe duration,structure anddesignof the
educationaprogrammesieedto matchthe role requirementghat graduateswill play. Studens will
be assessedt regularintervalson well-definedparamegrsprimarily requiredfor working in primary
careand in secondaryhospitals.Given that people exercisepluralistic choicesin healthcare our
healthcareeducationsystem must be integrative meaningtherebythat all studentsof allopathic
medical educatbn must have a basic understandingdf Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy,Unani,
Siddha,andHomeopathy(AYUSH), andvice versa.Thereshall alsobe a muchgreateremphasisn
preventivehealthcareandcommunitymedicinein all formsof healthcareeducation.
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20.6. Technical educationincludes degreeand diploma programmesn, engineering,technology,
managementarchitecture town planning, pharmacy,hotel managementcateringtechnologyetc,
which arecritical to India s@verall developmentTherewill not only be a greaterdemandfor well-
gualified manpowerin thesesectorsit will alsorequireclosercollaborationshetweenindustry and
highereducationinstitutionsto drive innovationandresearchin thesefields. Furthermorejnfluence
of technologyon human endeavourss expectedo erodethe silos betweentechnicaleducationand
otherdisciplinestoo. Technicaleducationwill, thus alsoaim to be offeredwithin multidisciplinary
educatbn institutionsand programmesand havea renewedfocus on opportunites to engagedeeply
with otherdisciplines.India mustalsotakethe leadin preparingprofessionalsn cutting-edgeareas
that are fast gaining prominence,such as Artificial Intelligence (Al), 3-D machining, big data
analysis,and machinelearning, in addition to genomic studies, biotechnology,nanotechnology,
neurosciencewith importantapplicationsto health,environmentand sustainabldiving thatwill be
woveninto undergraduateducationfor enhancingthe employabilityof the youth.

21.Adult Education and Lifelong Learning

21.1. The opportunity to attain foundationalliteracy, obtain an education,and pursuea livelihood
must be viewed as basicrights of every citizen. Literacy and basic educationopenup whole new
worlds of personalcivic, ecanomic, and lifelong-learningopportunitiesfor individuals that enable
themto progresspersonallyand professionally At the level of societyandthe nation, literacy and
basic educationare powerful force multipliers which greatly enhancethe successof all other
developmentalefforts. Worldwide data on nationsindicate extremely high correlationsbetween
literacyratesandpercapitaGDP.

21.2. Meanwhile, being a nonliterate memberof a community has innumerabledisadvantages,
includingtheinability to: carry out basicfinancialtransactionsgcomparehe quality/quantityof goods
purchasedgainsthe price chargedf{ill outformsto applyfor jobs,loans,servicesgtc.;comprehend
public circularsandarticlesin the newsmedia;useconventionabndelectronicmail to communicate
and conductbusiness;make use of the internet and other technologyto improve on&s life and
profession;comprehenddirections and safety directives on the street, on medicines,etc.; help
childrenwith their educationpe aware of one sthasicrights andresponsibilitiesasa citizen of India;
appreciatenvorks of literature;and pursueemploymentin mediumor high-productivity sectorsthat
requireliteracy. The abilities listed hereare an illustrative list of outcomesto be achievedthrough
adoptionof innovativemeasure$or Adult Education.

21.3. Extensivefield studiesand analyseshoth in India and acrossthe world, clearly demonstrate
that volunteerismand community involvementand mobilization are key successactors of adult
literacy programmesjn conjunctionwith political will, orgarnzational structure,proper planning,
adequatefinancial support, and high-quality capacity building of educatorsand volunteers.
Successfuliteracy programmesesultnot only in the growth of literacy amongadults,but alsoresult
in increaseddemandfor educationfor all childrenin the community,aswell asgreatercommunity
contributionto positivesocialchange The NationalLiteracy Mission,whenit waslaunchedn 1988,
waslargely basedon the voluntaryinvolvementandsupportof the people,andresultedin significant
increasedn national literacy during the period of 1991 2011, including amongwomen, and also
initiated dialogueanddiscussion®n pertinentsocialissueof the day.

21.4. Strong and innovative governmentnitiatives for adult edu@tion - in particular,to facilitate
communityinvolvementandthe smoothandbeneficialintegrationof technology- will be affectedas
soonaspossibleto expeditethis all-importantaim of achievingl00%literacy.

21.5. First, an outstandingadult educaion curriculum frameworkwill be developedby a new and
well-supportedconstituentody of the NCERT thatis dedicatedo adulteducationsoasto develop
synergywith and build upon NCERTGs existing expertisein establishingoutstandingcurricula for
literacy, numeracy,basic education,vocationalskills, and beyond. The curriculum framework for
adult educationwill include at leastfive typesof programmeseachwith clearly definedoutcomes:
(a) foundationalliteracy and numeracy;(b) critical life skills (including financial literacy, digital
literacy, commercialskills, healthcareandawareness;hild careandeducationandfamily welfare);
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(c) vocational skills development(with a view towards obtaining local employment);(d) basic
education(including preparatory,middle, and secondarystage equivalency);and (e) continuing
education(including engagingholistic adult educationcoursesn arts, sciencestechnology culture,
spots, and recreation,as well as other topics of interestor useto locd learners,such as more
advancedmaterial on critical life skills). The frameworkwould keepin mind that adultsin many
caseswill requireratherdifferent teachinglearningmethodsand materialsthan thosedesignedfor
children.

21.6. Second suitableinfrastructurewill be ensuredso that all interestedadultswill haveaccesgo
adulteducationandlifelong learning.A key initiative in this directionwill beto useschools$ school
complexesafter schoolhoursandon weekendsand public library spacedor adulteducationcourses
which will be ICT-equippedwhen possibleand for other community engagemenand enrichment
activities. The sharingof infrastructurefor school,higher, adult and vocationaleducation,and for
othercommunityandvolunteeractivities, will be critical for ensuringefficient use of both physical
andhumanresourcesaswell asfor creatingsynergyamongthesefive typesof educatiorandbeyond.
For thesereasons Adult EducationCentres(AECs) could also be included within other public
institutionssuchasHEIs, vocationaltraining centresgtc.

21.7.Third, the instructors/educatonsill be requiredto deliverthe curriculumframeworkto mature
learnersfor all five types of adult educationas describedin the Adult Education Curficulum

Framework These instructorswill be trained by the National, State,and district level resource
supportinstitutionsto organizeand lead learningactivities at Adult EducationCentres,aswell as
coordinatewith volunteerinstructors.Qualified community memberdncluding from HEIls aspart of

eachHEI& missionto engageawith their local communitieswill be encouragedindwelcomecdto take
a shorttraining courseandvolunteer,asadultliteracyinstructors or to serveasone-on-onevolunteer
tutors, andwill berecognizedor their critical serviceto the nation.Stateswill alsowork with NGOs
andothercommunityorganizationsto enhanceffortstowardsliteracy andadulteducaion.

21.8.Fourth,all effortswill be undertakeno ensurethe participationof communitymembersn adult
education. Social workerstounsellorstravelling through their communitiesto track and ensure
participationof non-enrolled studentsand dropoutswill aso be requestedduring their travels, to

gatherdataof parents,adolescentsand othersinterestedin adult educationopportunitiesboth as
learnersand as teachers/tutorsThe social workerstounsellorswill then connectthem with local

Adult Eduation Centres(AECs). Opportunitiesfor adult educationwill also be widely publicized

through advertisementand announcementand through eventsand initiatives of NGOs and other
local organizations

21.9.Fifth, improvingthe availability andaccessibity of booksis essentiato inculcatingthe habit of

reading within our communitiesand educationalinstitutions. This Policy recommendsthat all

communitiesandeducatioral institutions- schoolscolleges universitiesandpublic libraries- will be
strenghenedand modernzed to ensurean adequatesupply of books that caterto the needsand
interestsof all studentsjncluding personswith disabilitiesand otherdifferently-abledpersonsThe
CentralandStategovernmentsvill takestepsto ensureghatbooks aremadeaccessibl@endaffordable
to all acrosgthe countryincluding sociceconomicallydisadvantagedreasaswell asthoseliving in

rural andremoteareas.Both public and private sectoragencies/institutionsvill devisestrategieto

improvethe quality andattractivenessf bookspublishedin all IndianlanguagesStepswill betaken
to enhanceonline accessibilityof library books and further broad basingof digital libraries. For
ensuringvibrant librariesin communitiesand educationalnsttutions, it will be imperativeto make
availableadequatdibrary staff andalsodeviseappropriatecareermpathwaysandCPDfor them Other
stepswill include strengtheningall existinglibraries, settingup rural libraries and readingroomsin

disadvantged regions, making widely available reading material in Indian languages,opening
childrerts libraries and mobile libraries establishingsocial book clubs acrossindia and across
subjectsandfosteringgreatercollaborationdbetweereducatiorinstitutionsandlibraries.

21.10.Finally, technologywill be leveragedo strengtherand evenundertakethe aboveinitiatives.
Quiality technologybasedoptionsfor adult learningsuchas apps,online courses/modulesatellite
basedTV channelspnline books,andICT-equippedibrariesand Adult EducationCentresgtc. will
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be developedthroughgovernmentand philanthropicinitiatives as well asthroughcrowd sourchg
andcompetitionsln manycasesguality adult educationcould therebybe conductedn anonline or
blendedmode.

22.Promotion of Indian Languages Arts, and Culture

22.1.India is a treasuretrove of culture developedover thousandf yearsand manfestedin the
form of arts, works of literature,customs traditions, linguistic expressionsartefacts, heritagesites,
andmore. Croresof peoplefrom aroundthe world partakein, enjoy, and benefitfrom this cultural

wealth daily, in the form of visiting India for tourism, experiencinglndian hospitality, purchasing
Indiats handicraftsand handmadeextiles, readingthe classicalliterature of India, practicingyoga
and meditation, being inspired by Indian philosophy, participating in Indiaés unique fesivals,

appreciatingndiafs diversemusicandart, andwatchingindianfilms, amongsimanyotherasgects.It

is this cultural and naturalwealth that truly makesindia, filncredible! n d iaspér Indiads tourism
slogan.The preservatiorand promotionof India s@ultural wealthmustbe consideredh high priority

for thecountry,asit is truly importantfor the nation sddentity aswell asfor its economy.

22.2.The promotionof Indian arts and cultureis importantnot only for the nation but alsofor the

individual. Cultural awarenessand expressionare among the major competenciesconsidered
importantto developin children,in orderto providethemwith a senseof identity, belonging,aswell

asanappreciatiorof otherculturesandidentities.It is through the developmenbf a strongsenseand

knowledgeof their own cultural history, arts, languagesand traditions that children can build a

positive cultural identity and self-esteem.Thus cultural awarenessand expressionare important
contributorsbothto individual aswell associetalwell-being.

22.3.The artsform a major mediumfor imparting culture. The arts- besidesstrengtheningultural
identity, awarenessand uplifting societies- are well known to enhancecognitive and creative
abilities in individuals and increaseindividual happiness The happiness/welbeing, cognitive
developmentand cultural identity of individuals are importantreasonghat Indian arts of all kinds
must be offered to studentsat all levels of education,starting with early childhood care and
education.

22.4. Language,of course,is inextricably linked to art and culture. Different languagessee the
world differently, ard the structureof a languagetherefore determines native speakersperception
of experienceln particular,languagesnfluencethe way peopleof a givenculture speakwith others,
including with family members,authority figures, peers,and strangersand influence the tone of

conversation. The tone, perception of experience, and familiarity/G@pnapa® inherent in

conversationamongspeaker®f a commonlanguagearea reflectionandrecordof a culture. Culture
is, thus encasedn our languagesArt, in the form of literature, plays, music, film, etc. cannotbe
fully appreciatedvithout languageln orderto preserveand promoteculture,one mustpreserveand
promotea culturdés languages.

22.5.Unfortunately Indianlanguagesiavenot receivedtheir dueattentionandcare,with the country
losing over220languagedn the last50 yearsalone. UNESCOhasdeclaredl 97 Indian languagess
¢éendangeredd/arious unscriptedlanguagesare particularly in dangerof becomingextinct. When
seniormember(spf atribe or communitythatspeaksuchlanguagepassaway,thesedanguage®ften
perishwith them;too often, no concertedactionsor measuresaretakento preserveor recordthese
rich languages/expssionsof culture.

22.6.Moreover,eventhoselanguage®f India thatarenot officially on suchendangeredists, suchas
the 22 languageof Eighth Scheduleof the Constitutionof India, are facing seriousdifficulties on
manyfronts. Teachingandlearring of Indianlanguageseedto beintegratedwith schoolandhigher
educatiorat everylevel. For languageso remainrelevantandvibrant,theremustbe a steadystream
of high-quality learning and print materialsin theselanguagesincluding textbooks,workbooks,
videos,plays,poemsnovels, magazinesetc. Languagesnustalsohaveconsistenbfficial updatedo
their vocabulariesanddictionaries widely disseminatedso thatthe mostcurrentissuesand concepts
canbe effectivelydiscussedn theselanguagesEnablingsuchlearningmaterials,print materialsand
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translationsof importantmaterialsfrom world languagesand constantlyupdatingvocabulariesare
carriedout by countriesaroundthe world for languagesuchas English, French,German,Helrew,
Korean,andJapaneseHowever,India hasremainedquite slow in producingsuchlearningandprint
materialsanddictionariesto helpkeepits language®ptimally vibrantandcurrentwith integrity.

22.7. Additionally, there has beena severescarcity of skilled languageteachersin India, despite
variousmeasuredeingtaken.Languageteachingtoo mustbe improvedto be more experientialand
to focus on the ability to converseand interact in the languageand not just on the literature,
vocabulary, and grammar of the language. Languagesmust be used more extensively for
conversatiorandfor teachinglearning.

22.8. A numberof initiatives to foster languagesarts, and culture in school children have been
discussedn Chapter4, which include a greateremphasison music, arts, and crafts throughoutall

levels of school; early implementationof the threelanguageformula to promote multilingualism

teachingin the home/local languagewherever possible conductingmore experiential language
learning;the hiring of outstandingocal artists writers, craftspersonsand other expertsas master
instructorsin varioussubjectsof local expertise;accurateinclusion of traditional Indian knowledge
including tribal and other local knowledgethroughoutinto the curriculum, across humanities,
sciencesarts, crafts,andsports,wheneverelevant;anda muchgreaterflexibility in the curriculum,
especiallyin secondanschoolsandin highereducationsothat studentscanchoosethe ideal balance
amongcoursedor themselveso developtheir own creative artistic, cultural,andacademigaths.

22.9.To enablethe key latter initiatives, a numberof further actionswill be takenin tandemat the
higher educationlevel and beyond.First, to developand teachmany of the coursesof the type
mentione above, an excellentteam of teachersand faculty will have to be developed.Strong
departmentsand programmesin Indian languages,comparativeliterature, creative writing, arts,
music, philosophy,etc. will be launchedanddevelopedacrossthe country,anddegreesncluding 4-
yearB.Ed.dualdegreewill bedevelopedn thesesubjectsThesedepartmentandprogrammesuill,
in particularhelp to developa large cadreof high-quality languageieachers aswell asteaches of
art, music, philosophyandwriting - who will be neededaroundthe countryto carry out this Policy.
The NRF will fund quality researchn all theseareasOutstandindocal artistsandcraftspersonsyill
be hired as guestfaculty to promotelocal music, art, languagesand handicraff andto ensurethat
studentsare awareof the culture and local knowledgewhere they study. Every higher education
institutionandeveneveryschoolor schoolcomplexwill aimto haveArtist(s)in-Residencéo expose
studentsto art, creativity,andtherich treasure®f theregion/country.

22.10. More HEIs, and more programmesn higher education,will use the mother tongue/local
languageasa mediumof instruction,and/oroffer programmedilingually, in orderto increseaccess
andGER andalsoto promde the strengthusage andvibrancyof all IndianlanguagesPrivateHEIs

too will be encouragedand incentivizedto use Indian languagesas medum of instruction and/or
offer bilingual programmesFouryear B.Ed. dual degreeprogrammeffered bilingually will also

help, e.g. in training cadresof scienceand mathematicseachersto teachsciencebilingually at

schoolsacrosghecountry.

22.11. High-quality programmesand degreesin Translationand Interpretation,Art and Museum
Administratian, Archaeology,Artefact ConservationGraphic Design,and Web Designwithin the
higher educationsystemwill also be created.In orderto preserveand promoteits art and culture,
develop high-quality materialsin various Indian languages,conserveartefats, develop highly
qualified individuals to curateand run museumsand heritageor tourist sites therebyalso vastly
strengtheninghetourismindustry.

22.12.The Policy recognzesthatthe knowledgeof therich diversity of India shouldbeimbibedfirst
handby learners.This would meanincluding simple activities, like touring by studentgo different
partsof the country,whichwill notonly give aboostto tourismbutwill alsoleadto anunderstanding
andappreciatiorof diversity, culture,traditions and knowledgeof different partsof India. Towards
this direction under &€k Bharat ShresthaBharay 100 tourist destinationsin the country will be
identified where educationalinstitutions will send studentsto study thesededinations and their
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history, scientific contributions,traditions, indigenousliterature and knowledge,etc., as a part of
augmentingheir knowledgeabouttheseareas.

22.13. Creatingsuch programmesand degreesn higher educationacrossthe arts, languages,and
humanitieswill alsocomewith expandecdigh-quality opportunitiesfor employmentthat can make
effective use of these qualifications. There are already hundredsof Academies,museums,art
galleries,and heritagesitesin dire needof qualified individuals for their effective functioning. As
positions are filled with suitably qualified candidates,and further artefactsare procured and
conservedadditionalmuseumsijncluding virtual museums/enuseumsgalleries,and heritagesites
may contributeto the conservatiorof our heritageaswell asto Indiaés tourismindustry.

2214, Indiawill alsourgentlyexpandits translationandinterpretatioreffortsin orderto makehigh-

guality learningmaterialsand otherimportantwritten and spokenmaterialavailableto the public in

variousIndian andforeign languagesFor this, an Indian Institute of Translationand Interpretation
(IIT1) will beestablishedSuchaninstitutewould providea truly importantservicefor the country,as
well as employ numerais multilingual languageand subjectexperts,and expertsin translationand
interpretationwhich will help to promoteall IndianlanguagesThe lITI shall also makeextensive
useof technologyto aid in its translationand interpretationefforts. The lIT1 could naturally grow
with time, and be housedin multiple locationsincluding in HEIs to facilitate collaborationswith

otherresearcliepartmentasdemandandthe numberof qualified candidategrows.

2215. Due to its vast and significant contributiors and literature acrossgenresand subjects,its
cultural significance,and its scientific nature,ratherthan being restrictedto singlestreamSanskrit
PathshalaandUniversities,Sanskritwill be mainstreamedith strongofferingsin school- including
asoneof the languageoptionsin the threelanguaggormula - aswell asin highereducation|t will

be taught not in isolation, but in interesting and innovative ways, and connectedto other
contemporaryand relevant subjects such as mathematics,astraxomy, philosophy, linguistics,
dramatics)yoga,etc. Thus,in consonancevith the restof this policy, SanskritUniversitiestoo will

move towards becominglarge multidisciplinary institutions of higher learning Departmentsof
Sanskritthat conductteaching and outstandig interdisciplinaryresearchon Sanskritand Sanskrit
Knowledge Systemswill be established/strengtheneakcross the new multidisciplinary higher
educatiorsystem.Sanskritwill becomea naturalpartof a holistic multidisciplinaryhighereducation
if a student so chooses. Sanskritteachersin large numberswill be professionalizedacrossthe
country in mission mode through the offering of 4-year integratedmultidisciplinary B.Ed. dual
degreesn educatiorand Sanskrit.

22.16. India will similarly expandits institutesand universitiesstudyingall classicallanguagesand
literature, with strong efforts to collect, preserve,translate,and study the tens of thousandsof
manuscriptghat havenot yet receivedtheir due attention.Sanskritandall Indian languageinstitutes
anddepartmentsicrosshe countrywill be significantly strengthenedyith adequatéraining givento
large new batchesof studentsto study, in particular,the large numbersof manuscriptsand their
interrelations with other subjects. Classical language institutes will aim to be merged with
universities,while maintainingtheir autonomy,so that faculty may work, and studentsoo may be
trained as part of robust and rigorous multidisciplinary programmes.Universities dedicded to
languageswill becomemultidisciplinary,towardsthe sameend; whererelevant,they may thenalso
offer B.Ed. dual degreesn educationand a languageto developoutstandinganguageteachersn
that language Further,it is also proposedthat a new institution for Languageswill be established.
National Institute (or Institutes)for Pali, Persianand Prakrit will also be setup within a university
campus Similar initiatives will be carriedout for institutesand universitiesstudyingIndian arts, art
history,andIndology.Researclior outstandingvork in all theseareaswill be supportedy the NRF.

22.17. Efforts to preserveandpromoteall Indianlanguagesncluding classical tribal andendangered
languageswill be taken on with new vigour. Tedhnology and crowdsourcing, with extensive
participationof the people will play acrucialrolein theseefforts.

2218. For eachof the languagesmentiored in the Eighth Scheduleof the Constitutionof India,
Academieswill be established consistingof some of the greatestscholarsand native speakersto
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determinesimpleyet accuratevocabularyfor the latestconceptsandto releasehe latestdictionaries
on a regularbasis(analogoudo the successfukfforts for many otherlanguagesroundthe world).

The Academieswould alsoconsultwith eachother,andin somecasedakethe bestsuggestionsrom

the public, in order to constructthesedictionariesattemptingto adopt commonwords whenever
possible Thesedictionarieswould be widely disseminatedfor usein educationjournalism,writing,

speechmakingand beyond,and would be availableon the web as well asin book form. These
Academiesfor Eighth Schedulelanguageswill be establishedby the Central Governmentin

consultationor collaborationwith State Governments.Academiesfor other highly spokenindian

languagesnay alsobe similarly establishedby the Centreand/orStates.

2219. All languagesn India, and their associatedarts and culture will be documentedhrougha
web-basedplatform/portdiwiki, in orderto preserveendangere@dndall Indian languagesand their
associatedich local artsandculture. The platform will containvideos,dictionaries recordingsand
more, of people (especially elders) speakingthe language,telling stories, reciting podry, and
performingplays,folk songsanddancesandmore.Peoplefrom acrosshe countrywill beinvited to
contributeto theseefforts by addingrelevantmaterialonto theseplatforms/portals/wikisUniversities
andtheir researcheamswill work with eachotherandwith communitiesacrosshe countrytowards
erriching such platforms. Thesepreservatiorefforts, and the associatedesearchprojects,e.g., in
history,archaeologylinguistics,etc.,will befundedby the NRF.

2220. Scholarship for peopk of all agesto study Indian LanguagesArts, and Culture with local
mastersand/or within the higher educationsystemwill be established. The promotion of Indian
languagess possibleonly if they are usedregularlyandif they are usedfor teachingand learning.
Incentives suchasprizesfor outstandingpoetryandprosein Indianlanguagescrosscategorieswill

be establishedo ensurevibrant poetry, novels, nonfiction books, textbooks,journalism,and other
works in all Indian languages Proficiercy in Indian languageswill be included as part of
qualificationparametergor employmenbpportunities.

23.TechnologyUseand Integration

23.1.Indiais a globalleaderin informationandcommunicatiortechnologyandin othercutting-edge
domains suchas space.The Digital India Campaignis helpingto transformthe entire nationinto a

digitally empoweredsocietyandknowledgeeconomyWhile educatiorwill play a critical role in this

transformation,technologyitself will play an important role in the improvementof educational
processeand outcomesthus, the relationshipbetweentechnologyand educationat all levelsis bi-

directional.

23.2. Giventhe explosivepaceof technologicaddevelopmentllied with the sheercreativity of tech
savvy teachersand entrepreneurincluding studententrepreneutst is certainthat technologywill
impact educationin multiple ways, only someof which can be foreseenat the presenttime. New
technologiesnvolving artificial intelligence,machinelearning, block chains,smartboardshandheld
computing devices, adative computer testing for student development,and other forms of
educationakoftwareandhardwarewill notjust changewhatstudentdearnin the classroonbut how
theylearn,andthustheseareasandbeyondwill requireextensiveresearctboth on thetechnological
aswell aseducationafronts.

23.3.Useandintegrationof technologyto improve multiple aspectof educationwill be supported
and adopted,provided theseinterventionsare rigorously and transparentlyevaluatedin relevant
contextsbefore they are scaledup. An autonomousbody, the National EducationalTechnology
Forum (NETF), will be createdto provide a platform for the free exchangeof ideason the use of

technologyto enhane learning,assessmenplanning,administrationandso on, bath for schooland

higher education.The aim of the NETF will be to facilitate decision making on the induction,

deploymentanduseof technology by providingto theleadershipf educationinstitutions,Stateand

Central governments,and other stakeholdes, the latest knowledge and researchas well as the

opportunityto consultandsharebestpracticesThe NETF will havethefollowing functions:

56



National EducationPolicy 2020

a) provide independentvidencebasedadviceto Central and State Governmentagencieson
technologybasednterventions;

b) build intellectualandinstitutionalcapacitiesn educationatechnology;

c) envisionstrategidhrustareasn thisdomain;and

d) articulatenewdirectionsfor researclandinnovation.

23.4.Toremainrelevantin thefastchangingfield of educatimal technologythe NETF will maintain

aregularinflow of authenticdatafrom multiple sourcesncluding educationatechnologyinnovators
andpractitionersandwill engagewith a diversesetof researchert analyzethe data To supportthe

developmenbf a vibrantbody of knowledgeandpractice,the NETF will organizemultiple regional

andnationalconferencesyorkshopsetc.to solicit inputsfrom nationalandinternationaleducational
technologyresearchersgntrepreneurgndpractitioners.

23.5. The thrust of technologicalinterventionswill be for the purposesof improving teaching

learning and evaluation processessupportingteacherpreparationand professionaldevelopment,
enhancing educational access, and streamlining educational plannng, management, and
administratiorincluding processesgelatedto admissionsattendanceassessmentsic.

23.6.A rich variety of educationakoftware,for all the abovepurposeswill be developedand made
availablefor studentsandteachersatall levds. All suchsoftwarewill beavailablein all majorIndian

languagesand will be accessiblgo a wide rangeof usersincluding studentsin remoteareasand

Divyang students Teachinglearning e-contert will continueto be developedby all Statesin all

regionallanguagesaswell asby the NCERT, CIET, CBSE,NIOS, andotherbodies/institutionsand

will be uploadedonto the DIKSHA platform. This platform may also be utilized for Teachersd
ProfessionalDevelopmentthrough e-content CIET will be strengthenedo promote and expand
DIKSHA aswell asothereducatiortechnologyinitiatives. Suitableequipmenwill be madeavailable
to teachersat schools so that teacherscan suitably integrate e-contentsinto teachinglearning
practices Technologybased education platforms, such as DIKSHA/SWAYAM, will be better
integratedacrossschool and higher education,and will include ratinggreviews by users,so asto

enablecontentdevelopergreateuserfriendly andqualitativecontent.

23.7. Particular attention will need to be paid to emerging disruptive technologiesthat will
necessarilytransformthe educationsystem Whenthe 1986/1992National Policy on Educationwas
formulated,it wasdifficult to predictthe disruptiveeffectthat the internetwould havebrought.Our
presenteducationsystem'sinability to cope with theserapid and disruptive changesplaces us
individually and nationally at a perilous disadvantagen an increasingly competitive world. For
exanple, while computershave largely surpassechumansin leveragingfactual and procedural
knowledge,our educationat all levels excessivelyburdensstudentswith such knowledgeat the
expensef developingheir higherordercompetencies.

23.8. This policy has beenformulatedat a time when an unquestionablydisruptive technology-
Artificial Intelligence(Al) 3D/7D Virtual Reality - hasemergedAs the costof Al-basedprediction
falls, Al will be able to match or outperformand therefore be a valuableaid to even skilled
professionks suchasdoctorsin certainpredictivetasks.Al's disruptivepotentialin the workplaceis
clear,andthe educatiorsystemmustbe poisedto respondquickly. Oneof the permanentasksof the
NETF will beto categorizeemergnttechnologiedasedon ther potentialand estimatedimeframe
for disruption,andto periodically presenthis analysisto MHRD. Basedon theseinputs, MHRD wiill
formally identify those technologieswhose emergencedemandsresponsesrom the education
system.

23.9. In responseto MHRD's formal recognition of a new disruptive technology,the National
Researchoundationwill initiate or expandresearcteffortsin the technology In the contextof Al,
NRF may considera threeprongedapproach:(a) advaning core Al research(b) dewloping and
deploying applicationbasedresearch,and (c) advancinginternationalresearchefforts to address
globalchallengesn areassuchashealthcareagriculture andclimatechangeusingAl.
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23.10.HElIs will play an active role not only in conducting researcton disruptivetechnologiesdut
alsoin creatinginitial versionsof instructionalmaterialsand coursesincluding online coursesin

cuttingedgedomainsand assessingheir impact on specific areassuch as professimal education.
Oncethetechrology hasattaineda level of maturity, HEIs with thousand®f studentswill beideally
placedto scaletheseteachingand skilling efforts, which will include targetedtraining for job

readinessDisruptivetechnologiewill makecertainjobsredundantand henceapproacheto skilling

anddeskillingthatareboth efficient andensurequality will be of increasingmportanceto createand
sustainemployment.Institutionswill have autonomyto approveinstitutional and non-institutional

partnersto deliver such training, which will be integrated with skills and higher education
frameworks.

23.11. Universitieswill aim to offer Ph.D.andMastersprogrammesn core areassuchasMachine
Learning as well as multidisciplinary fields Al + X0 and professionalareaslike health care
agriculture,and law. They may also developand disseminatecoursesin theseareasvia platforms,
such as SWAYAM. For rapid adoption, HEIs may blend these online courseswith traditional
teachingin undergaduateandvocationalprogrammesHEIs may alsooffer targetedrainingin low-
expertisetasksfor supportingthe Al value chain suchas dataannotationjmage classification,and
speechtranscription.Efforts to teachlanguagego schoolstudentswill be dovetailedwith efforts to
enhancéNaturalLanguageProcessindor Indiais diverselanguages.

23.12.As disruptivetechnologiessmerge schoolingand continuingeducationwill assistin raising
the generalpopulaces@awarenesf their potential disruptive effectsand will also addresselated
issues.This awarenesss necessaryto have informed public consenton mattersrelatedto these
technologiesin school,the study of currentaffairs and ethicalissueswill include a discussionon
disruptive technol@ies such as those identified by NETF/MHRD. Appropriate instructional and
discussiomaterialswill alsobe preparedor continuingeducation.

23.13.Datais a key fuel for Al-basedtechnologiesandit is critical to raiseawarenessn issuesof
privacy, laws, and standardsassociatedwith data handling and data protection, etc. It is also
necessanto highlight ethical issuessurroundingthe developmentand deploymentof Al-based
technologies Educationwill play a key role in theseawarenesgaising efforts. Other disruptive
technologieghat areexpectedo changethe way we live, and therefore changethe way we educate
students,include those relating to clean and renewableenergy, water conservation,sustainable
farming, environmentalpreservationand other greeninitiatives; thesewill also receiveprioritized
attentionin education.

24.0nline and Digital Education: Ensuring Equitable Useof Technology

24.1. New circumstancesand realities require new initiatives. The recentrise in epidemicsand
pandemicsecessitatethat we arereadywith alternativemodesof quality educatiorwheneverand
wherevertraditional andin-personmodesof educationare not possible.In this regard,the National
EducationPolicy 2020recognkesthe importanceof leverajing the advantagesf technologywhile
acknowledgingts potentialrisksanddangers.lt callsfor carefullydesignedandappropriatelyscaled
pilot studiesto determinehow the benefitsof online/digitaledwcationcanbe reapedwhile addressing
or mitigating the downsidesln the meantime the existingdigital platformsandongoinglCT-based
educationainitiatives mustbe optimizedand expandedo meetthe currentandfuture challengesn
providing quality educationfor all.

24.2 . However the benefitsof online/digitaleducatiorcannotbeleveragedinlessthe digital divide is
eliminated through concertedefforts, such as the Digital India campaignand the availability of
affordable computing devices. It is important that the use of technologyfor online and digital
educatioradequatelyaddressesoncernf equity.

24.3.Teachergequiresuitabletraininganddevelopmento be effectiveonline educatorslt cannotbe

assumedhat a goodteacherin a traditional classroomwill automaticallybe a good teacherin an
online classroom.Aside from changesrequiredin pedagogy,online assessmentalso require a
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different approach.There are numerouschallengesto conducting online examinationsat scale,
including limitations on the typesof questionghat canbe askedin anonline environmenthandling
networkandpowerdisruptionsandpreventingunethicalpractices Certaintypesof courses/subjects,
suchas performingarts and sciencepracticalhavelimitations in the online/digital educationspace,
which canbe overcomeo a partial extentwith innovativemeasuresk-urther,unlessonline education
is blendedwith experientialand activity-basedlearning, it will tend to becomea screerbased
educatiorwith limitedfocuson the social,affectiveandpsychomdaor dimensionf learning.

24.4. Given the emergenceof digital technologiesand the emergingimportanceof leveraging
technology for teachinglearning at all levels from school to higher education this Policy
recommendshefollowing key initiatives:

(a) Pilot studies for online education Appropriate agenciessuch as the NETF, CIET, NIOS,
IGNOU, IITs, NITs, etc. will be identified to conducta seriesof pilot studies,in parallel, to
evaluate the benefits of integrating education with online educatiom while mitigating the
downsidesand also to study related areas,such as, studentdevice addiction, most preferred
formats of e-content,etc. The resultsof thesepilot studieswill be publicly communicatedand
usedfor continuousmprovement.

(b) Digital infrastructure : Thereis a heedto investin creationof open,interoperablegvolvable,
public digital infrastructurein the educationsectorthat can be usedby multiple platformsand
point solutions,to solvefor I n d scalédsversity,complexityand devicepenetrationThis will
ensurethat the technologybasedsolutionsdo not becomeoutdatedwith the rapid advancesn
technology.

(c) Online teaching platform and tools. Appropriate existing e-learning platforms such as
SWAYAM, DIKSHA, will be extendedto provideteacherswith a structureduserfriendly, rich
setof assistivetools for monitoringprogressof learnersTools, suchas,two-way video andtwo-
way-audiointerfacefor holding online classesare a real necessityas the presentpandemichas
shown.

(d) Content creation, digital repository, and dissemination A digital repository of content
including creation of coursework,Leaming Games& Simulations, AugmentedReality and
Virtual Realitywill be developedwith a clearpublic systemfor ratingsby userson effectiveness
andquality. For fun basedearningstudentappropriatdoolslike apps,gamificationof Indianart
and culture, in multiple languageswith clear operatinginstructions will also be created.A
reliablebackupmechanisnior disseminatings-contentto studentswill be provided.

(e) Addressing the digital divide: Giventhefact thattherestill persistsa substantiakectionof the
populationwhosedigital accesss highly limited, the existing massmedia, such as televisim,
radio,andcommunityradiowill be extensivelyusedfor telecastindbroadcastsSucheducational
programmeswill be madeavailable24/7 in different languagedo caterto the varying needsof
the studentpopulation.A specialfocuson contentin all Indianlanguagesvill beemphasiedand
required; digital contentwill needto reach the teachersand studentsin their medium of
instructon asfar aspossible.

(f) Virtual Labs: Existing e-learning platforms such as DIKSHA, SWAYAM and
SWAYAMPRABHA will also be leveragedfor creatingvirtual labs so that all studentshave
equal accessto quality practical and handson experimentbasedlearning experiencesThe
possibility of providing adequateccesto SEDG studentsandteacherghroughsuitabledigital
devices,suchastabletswith pre-loadedcontentwill beconsiderec&anddeveloped.

(g) Training and incentivesfor teachers Teachersill undergarigoroustrainingin learnercentric
pedagogyand on how to becomehigh-quality online contentcreatorsthemnselvesusing online
teachingplatformsandtools. Therewill be emphasionthet e a c fole in fadlitating active
studentengagemenwith the contentandwith eachother.
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(h) Online assessmentand examinations Appropriate bodies, such as the proposedNational
Assessmen€entreor PARAKH, SchoolBoards,NTA, and other identified bodieswill design
andimplementassessmeritameworksencompassingesignof competenciesportfolio, rubrics,
standardied assessmentandassessmeranalytics.Studieswill be undertakeno pilot newways
of assessmentsingeducatiortechnologiesocusingon 21 centuryskills.

() Blended modelsof learning: While promotingdigital learningandeducationthe importanceof
faceto-face in-personlearningis fully recognied. Accordingly, different effective models of
blendedearningwill beidentifiedfor appropriataeplicationfor differentsubjects.

() Laying down standards As researchon online/digital educationemerges NETF and other
appropriatebodiesshall setup standard®f content,technology,and pedagogyfor online/digital
teachinglearning. Thesestandardswill help to formulate guidelinesfor e-learning by States,
Boards,schoolsandschoolcomplexesHEls, etc.

24.5 Creating a Dedicated Unit for Building of World Class, Digital Infrastructure,
Educational Digital Content and Capacity

Technologyin educatioris a journeyandnot a destinatiorandcapacitywill be neededo orchestrate
thevariousecosystenplayersto implementpolicy objectives A dediatedunit for the purposeof
orchestratinghe building of digital infrastructuredigital contentand capacitybuilding will
be createdin the Ministry to look after the e-educationneedsof both schooland higher
educationSincetechnologyis rapidly evolving, andneedsspecialistdo deliver high quality
e-learning,a vibrant ecosystem hasto be encouragedo createsolutionsthat not only solve
Indiaés challengesof scale, diversity, equity, but also evolve in keepingwith the rapid
changesn technobgy, whosehalf-life reduceswith eachpassingyear. This centrewill,
therefore consist of expertsdrawnfrom the field of administration,education,educational
technologydigital pedagogyandassessmeng-governanceetc.

Part IV. MAKING IT HAPPEN

25. Strengtheningthe Central Advisory Board of Education

25.1. Achieving successfuimplementatiorof this policy demandsa long-term vision, availability of
expertiseon a sustainedasis,andconcertedactionfrom all concernec&ncompassingjlational, Stete,
institutional, and individual levels. In this context, the Policy recommendsstrengtheningand
empoweringthe Central Advisory Board of Education(CABE) which will have a much greater
mandateand not only a forum for widespreadconsultationand exanination of issuesrelating to
educational and cultural development.The remodeledand rejuvenated CABE shall also be
responsiblefor developing,articulating, evaluating,and revising the vision of educationin the
countryon a continuousbasis,in closecollaborationwith MHRD andthe correspondingpexbodies
of States.It shall also createand continuouslyreview the institutional frameworksthat shall help
attainthis vision.

25.2. To bring the focus back on educationandlearning,it is desirablethat the Ministry of Human
Resourcédevelopmen{MHRD) bere-designatec@sthe Ministry of Education(MoE).

26. Financing: Affordable and Quality Education for All

26.1. The Policy commitsto significantly raising educationalinvestment,as thereis no better
investment towards a societysofuture than the high-quality education of our young people.
Unfortunately public expenditureon educationn India hasnot comecloseto therecommendetevel
of 6% of GDP, as envisagedoy the 1968 Palicy, reiteratedin the Policy of 1986, and which was
further reaffirmedin the 1992 review of the Policy. The currentpublic (Government- Centreand
States)expenditureon educationin India has beenaround4.43% of GDP (Analysis of Budgeted
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Expenditure2017%18) and only around10% of the total Governmentspendingtowardseducation
(EconomicSurvey 201718). Thesenumbersare far smallerthan most developedand developing
countries.

26.2. In orderto attain the goal of educationwith excellenceand the correspondingmultitude of
benefits to this Nation and its economy, this Policy unequivocally endorsesand envisions a
substantiaincreasen public investmentin educationby both the Centralgovernmentandall State
GovernmentsThe Centreand the Stateswill work togetherto increasethe public investmentin
Educationsectorto reach6% of GDP at the earliest This is consideredextremely critical for
achievingthe high-quality andequitablepublic educatiorsystenthatis truly neededor India'sfuture
economicsocial,cultural, intellectual,andtechndogical progressandgrowth.

26.3. In particular,financial supportwill be providedto variouscritical elementsand component®f
education,such as ensuring universal access learning resources nutritional support, matters of
studentsafety and well-being, adequatenumbersof teachersand staff, teacherdevelopmentand
supportfor all key initiatives towardsequitablehigh-quality educatiorfor underprivilegedandsocic
economicallydisadvantagedroups.

26.4. In additionto onetime expendituresprimarily relatedto infrastructureand resourcesthis
Policy identifies the following key long-term thrust areasfor financing to cultivate an education
system: (@) universal provisioning of quality early childhood care education; (b) ensuring
foundationalliteracy and numeracy;(c) providing adequateand appropriateresourcingof school
complexes/clustergd) providing food and nutrition (breakfastand midday meals);(e) investingin
teachereducationand continuing professionaddevelopmenbf teachers{f) revampingcollegesand
universitiesto foster excellence;(g) cultivating researchand (h) extensiveuse of technologyand
onlineeducation

26.5. Eventhelow level of funding on educationin India, is frequentlynot spentin atimely manrer
at the District/institution level, hamperingthe achievemenbf the intendedtargetsof thosefunds.
Hence,the needis to increaseefficiency in use of available budgetby suitable policy changes.
Financial governanceand managementwill focus on the smooth, timely, and appropriateflow of
funds, and their usage with probity; administrative processeswill be suitably amendedand
streamlinedso thatthe disbursalmechanismmay not leadto a high volumeof unspenbalancesThe
provisionsof GFR, PFMSand dlustin Timedreleaseto implementingagencieswill be followed for
efficient use of governmentresourcesand avoiding parking of funds. Mechanismof performance
basedundingto States/ HEIs maybe devised Similarly, efficient mechanisnwill be ensure for the
optimal allocation and utilization of funds earmarkedfor SEDGs. The new suggestedegulatory
regime,with clearseparation®f rolesandtransparenself-disclosuresempowermenandautonomy
to institutions,andthe appointmenbf outstandingand qualified expertsto leadershippositionswill
helpto enablea far smootherguicker,andmoretransparentiow of funds.

26.6. The Palicy also calls for the rejuvenation, active promotion, and support for private
philanthropicactivity in the educationsector.In particular, over and abovethe public budgetary
supportwhich would havebeenotherwiseprovidedto them any public institution cantakeinitiatives
towardsraisingprivatephilanthropicfundsto enhanceducationakéxperiences

26.7. The matter of commercializationof educationhas been dealt with by the Policy through
multiple relevantfronts,including: the light buttightd regulatoryapproachtthatmandatesull public

seltdisclosureof finances,proceduresgcourseand progammeofferings,and educationabutcomes;
the substantialinvestmentin public education;and mechanismsfor good governanceof all

institutions,public andprivate.Similarly, opportunitiesor highercostrecoverywithout affectingthe
needyor deservilg sectonswill alsobeexplored.

27. Implementation

27.1. Any policyd effectivenesslependson its implementation.Suchimplementationwill require
multiple initiatives andactions,which will haveto be takenby multiple bodiesin a synchronizedand

61



National EducationPolicy 2020

sydematt manner. Therefore,the implementationof this Policy will be led by various bodies
including MHRD, CABE, Union and State Governments,educatioarelated Ministries, State
Departmentsof Education,Boards,NTA, the regulatory bodiesof school and higher education,
NCERT, SCERTSs,schools,andHEIs alongwith timelinesanda plan for review, in orderto ensure
that the policy is implementedin its spirit and intent, through coherencen planningand synergy
acrossall thesebodiesinvolvedin education.

27.2. Implementatiorwill be guidedby the following principles.First, implementationof the spirit
and intent of the Policy will be the most critical matter. Second,it is importantto implementthe
policy initiatives in a phasedmanner,aseachpolicy point hasseveralsteps,eachof which requires
the previousstepto be implementedsuccessfullyThird, prioritization will be importantin ensuring
optimal sequencingf policy points,andthat the mostcritical and urgentactionsaretakenup first,
thereby enablinga strongbase.Fourth, comprehensivenesa implementationwill be key; as this
Policy is interconnectedind holistic, only a full-fledgedimplementationand not a piecemeabne,
will ensurethat the desiredobjectivesare achieved Fifth, since educationis a concurrentsubject,it
will needcareful planning,joint monitoring, and collaborativeimplementatbn betweenthe Centre
andStates Sixth, timely infusion of requisiteresources human,infrastructuralandfinancial - atthe
Centraland Statelevelswill be crucial for the satisfactoryexecutionof the Policy. Finally, careful
analysisandreview of the linkagesbetweemultiple parallelimplementatiorstepswill be necessary
in orderto ensureeffective dovetailingof all initiatives. This will alsoinclude early investmentin
some of the specific actions (such as the setting up of early childhood cae and education
infrastructure)that will be imperativeto ensuringa strongbaseand a smoothprogressionfor all
subsequerprogrammesndactions.

27.3. Subjectwise implementatiorcommitteesof expertsin cooperatiorand consultatiorwith other
relevant Ministries will be set up at both the Central and State levels to develop detailed
implementationplans for eachaspectof this Policy in accordancewith the above principles to
achievethe goalsof the Policy in a clearandphasednanner.Yearly joint reviewsof the progresof
implementatiorof the policy, in accordancevith the targetssetfor eachaction,will be conductedy
designsedteamsconstitutecby MHRD andthe Statesandreviewswill be sharedwvith CABE. In the
decadeof 203040, the entire policy will be in an operationalmode, following which another
comprehensiveeviewwill beundertaken.
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Abbreviations

ABC AcademicBankof Credit

Al Artificial Intelligence

AC AutonomougiegreegrantingCollege

AEC Adult EducationCentre

API Application Programmingnterface
AYUSH Ayurveda,YogaandNaturopathyUnani, SiddhaandHomeopathy
B.Ed Bachelorof Education

BEO Block EducationOfficer

BITE Block Institute of TeachefEducation

BoA Boardof Assessment

BoG Boardof Governors

BRC Block ResourceCentre

B.Voc Bachelorof VocationalEducation

CABE CentralAdvisory Boardof Education
CBCS ChoiceBasedCreditSystem

CBSE CentralBoardof Secondarjfeducation
CIET Centrallnstituteof Educationallechnology
CMP CareeiManagemenandProgression

CoA Councilof Architecture

CPD ContinuousProfessionaDevelopment
CRC ClusterResourceCentre

CWSN ChildrenWith SpecialNeeds

DAE Departmentf Atomic Energy

DBT Departmentf Biotechnology

DEO District EducationOfficer

DIET District Instituteof EducationandTraining
DIKSHA Digital Infrastructurefor KnowledgeSharirg
DSE Directorateof SchoolEducation

DST Departmentof ScienceandTechnology
ECCE Early ChildhoodCareandEducation

EEC EminentExpertCommittee

GCED Global CitizenshipEducation

GDP GrossDomesticProduct

GEC GeneraEducationCoundl

GER GrossEnrolmentRatio

GFR GeneralFinancial Rule

HECI Higher EducationCommissiorof India
HEGC HigherEducationGrantsCouncil

HEI HigherEducationinstitutions

ICAR Indian Council of Agricultural Research
ICHR Indian Council of Historical Research
ICMR Indian Council of Medical Research

ICT Informationand Communicatiorirechnology
IDP InstitutionalDevelopmen®lan

IGNOU Indira GandhiNationalOpenUniversity

1M Indian Instituteof Management

nT Indian Instituteof Technology

ITI IndianInstituteof TranslationandInterpretation
ISL Indian SignLanguage

ITI Industrial Training Institute

M.Ed. Masterof Education

MBBS Bachelorof MedicineandBachelorof Surgery
MERU Multidisciplinary EducationandResearchniversities
MHFW Ministry of HealthandFamily Welfare
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MHRD
MoE
MOOC
MOU
M. Phil
MWCD
NAC
NAS
NCC
NCERT
NCF
NCFSE
NCFTE
NCIVE
NCPFECCE
NCTE
NCVET
NETF
NGO
NHEQF
NHERC
NIOS
NIT
NITI
NPE
NPST
NRF
NSQF
NSSO
NTA
OBC
ODL
PARAKH
PCI
PFMS
Ph.D
PSSB
PTR
R&I
RCI
RPWD
SAS
SC
SCDP
SCERT
SCF
SCMC
SDG
SDP
SEDG
SEZ
SIOS
SMC
SQAAF
SSA
SSS

Ministry of HumanResourcébevelopment
Ministry of Education

MassiveOpenOnline Course

Memorandunof Understanding

Masterof Philosophy

Mini stry of WomenandChild Development

National AccreditationCouncil
NationalAchievemenSurvey

NationalCadetCorps

NationalCouncilof EducationaResearclandTraining
NationalCurriculumFramework

NationalCurriculum Frameworkfor SchoolEducation
NationalCurriculumFrameworkfor TeachefEducation
NationalCommitteefor the Integrationof VocationalEducation
NationalCurricularandPedagogicaFrameworkfor Early ChildhoodCareand Education
NationalCouncilfor TeachefEducation
NationalCouncilfor VocationalEducationandTraining
NationalEducationallechnologyForum
Non-GovernmentaDrganization

NationalHigher EducationQualificationsFramework
NationalHigher EducationrRegulatoryCouncil
Nationallnstituteof OpenSchooling
Nationallnstituteof Technology
Nationallnstitutionfor Transformingindia
NationalPolicy on Education

NationalProfessbnal Standard$or Teachers

Natioral Researcliroundation

NationalSkills QualificationsFramework
NationalSampleSurveyOffice

National TestingAgency

OtherBackwardClasses

OpenandDistancelearning
PeformanceAssessmenReviewandAnalysisof Knowledgefor Holistic development
PharmacyCouncil of India
PublicFinancialManagemenSystem

Doctorof Philosophy
ProfessionaStandardsettingBody

Pupil TeacheRatio

ResearclandInnovation
RehabilitationCouncil of India

Rightsof Personsvith Disabilities
StateAchievementSurvey

ScheduledCaste(s)
SchoolComplex/ClusteDevelopmenPlans
StateCouncilof EducationaResearctandTraining
StateCurricularFramework
SchoolComplexManagemenCommittee
Sustainabl®evelopmenGoal
SchoolDevelopmen®Plan
SocieEconomicallyDisadvantage&&roup
SpecialEducationZone

Statelnstitutes of OpenSchooling
SchoolManagemenCommittee

SchoolQuality AssessmerandAccreditationFramework
SarvaShikshaAbhiyan

SimpleStandardsanskrit
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SSSA

ST

STEM
STS
SWAYAM
TEI

TET
U-DISE
UGC
UNESCO
uT

VClI

StateSchoolStandard#\uthority

Scheduledribe(s)

Sciene, Technobgy, EngineeringandMathematics
SanskritThroughSanskrit

StudyWebsof Active Learningfor YoungAspiring Minds
TeachelEducationinstitution

TeachelEligibility Test

Unified District InformationSystemfor Educatim
University GrantsCommission

United NationsEducational ScientificandCultural Organization
Union Territory

VeterinaryCouncilof India
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